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Golf Sale Proceeds,
Limited Play at OGC

nJackie Ryan

nStaff Report

Come summer, solar canopies will be catching rays
in three Oakmont parking lots, harnessing the sun’s
energy to supply low-cost power to the Berger, central
activities area, the East Rec. and West Rec. Centers.
Kevin Hubred, OVA general manager, signed a
letter of intent with TRITEC Americas for a 25-year
power purchasing agreement (PPA) that is expected
to be finalized by the end of January and save OVA
members about $265,000 over the run of the contract.
Here’s how it works: under the agreement, TRITEC
will pay SolarCraft, an installation company, to build
the parking canopies at no cost to OVA. TRITEC,
which will own, manage and maintain the system,
sells the power generated back to OVA at a locked-in
lower cost than the association’s current utility bill.
Ken Smith, chair of the Oakmont Energy Resiliency
Project, said rapid progress is being made on getting
solar battery and/or generator backups for the solar
canopy system. “We want to have backup for 100% of
the Berger and possibly other central buildings for up
to three days during a public safety power shutoff,”
he said. “Ultimately, our goal is no fossil fuels.”
PG&E is expected to select some 40 Resiliency
Centers by mid-January and Oakmont is on the list of
hopefuls. If qualified, Oakmont would receive a fossil
fuel powered generator as part of the initiative.
June is the completion goal for construction of the
three solar canopy sites. The TRITEC proposal says
the canopies and clean energy generation will save
267 barrels of oil and eliminate 367,000 pounds of
greenhouse gases over 25 years. The project is one
element of a multi-pronged initiative for Oakmont,
which long-term also includes a larger microgrid to
supply clean energy to homes with solar.

In an odd twist, the Oakmont Golf Club had
profitable weekends after it reopened the West course
to weekend play, thanks to warm winter weather and
skeleton staffing. While that may not be a formula
for long-term success, OGC Vice President Susan
Chauncy said it did help the club sustain itself while
waiting for the pending sale to the OVA to close. That
could be sometime next month.
Oakmont Village Association President Steve
Spanier announced that directors have secured a
loan commitment letter from Mutual of Omaha Bank
that will keep homeowner dues well within the $23 a
month increase approved overwhelmingly by voters
last August. Terms of the pending loan arrangement
were not disclosed.
The presidents of OVA and the Golf Club signed
a $3.6 million purchase and sale agreement Nov. 10.
Separately, OVA signed a 20-year agreement with
Advance Golf Partners to lease the golf and restaurant
facilities and share profits with the OVA.
Initial discussions called for AGP to contribute $1
million up front, but AGP was unable to secure a
satisfactory loan, forcing the OVA to agree advance
the money to remodel and upgrade the Quail Inn
restaurant. But AGP agreed, among other things, to
reduce its guaranteed share of profit from $200,000 to
$100,000 and pay 50% of annual income over that into
a reserve fund.
“The arrangement with AGP has indeed changed,”
Spanier said in a Jan. 3 community message. “Like
you, we wish it hadn’t. However, we believe the
current arrangement is only slightly less agreeable.
And, most importantly, Oakmont will soon forever
control the fate of the land presently owned by the
Oakmont Golf Club.” (See the President’s Message on
page 3).
In a golf-related development, an attempt by
former OVA President Ellen Leznik to block
Oakmont’s purchase of the OGC has been rejected
by a court, which also turned down Leznik’s request
for financial penalties. The ruling by Judge Allan D.
Hardcastle of Sonoma County Small Claims Court
turned aside Leznik’s challenges to OVA’s conduct
of the election ending Aug. 8 in which 73% of those
voting supported raising dues to buy the golf club.
Leznik had sought an injunction stopping the sale,
along with a ruling that OVA violated state laws
in how it conducted the vote, and asked $3,150 in
penalties for alleged violations of state law plus $2,793
to cover her costs. She later withdrew her request for
legal fees. In his brief ruling in favor of OVA Dec. 30,
Judge Hardcastle made no comment beyond saying
OVA “does not owe plaintiff any money.”

2020 Annual Election
of Directors

nNominating Committee

Board Candidates Sought

There are four seats available in the upcoming
election of directors to be held on Monday, April
6. Members of the Oakmont Village Association,
who are interested in running for a seat on
the Oakmont board for the 2020 election, are
encouraged to obtain an application at the OVA
office. Eligible members may self-nominate, and
the nominating committee will deliver a final
list of candidates to the board on February 1 (the
deadline for nominations). Please contact the OVA
office at 539-1611 for more information.
Please see candidate and director qualifications
information on page 4.

See golf on page 5
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New Year, New Pavement

Sidewalk work outside the Berger Center, in front of the
Maintenance Department building, was underway at the
start of January to replace some broken concrete. Facilities
Manager Rick Aubert hired a contractor to do the work.
(Photo by Julie Kiil)

California Program
to Contribute to the Cost
of Batteries
nGeorge McKinney

The California Public Utility Commission has a new
program that will pay a substantial amount toward
the cost for a battery in your home if you have a
medical problem that needs electricity. If you think
you qualify, review this article and decide whether to
apply for what is called the Medical Baseline program.
If you already are on Medical Baseline, the February 1
issue of the Oakmont News will have more detail.
The program will provide $1,000/kwh for a solar
battery in your home. Having a solar panel system on
your roof is not required, but is recommended (and
for most homes, these systems can be installed at no
cost). This ruling will be voted on at the January 16
meeting of the commission.
Funding for the batteries will be provided through
a program developed by the state of California called
SGIP (Self-Generation Incentive Program). PG&E
manages the SGIP program in Sonoma County. SGIP
funding includes installation of the batteries by
qualified electricians.
The Medical Baseline program has been in effect for
years. It provides two other benefits—a lower cost of
electricity and much better notification of a possible
outage (PG&E has to go to your home and notify you
before it shuts off your electricity).
Here are the definitions for qualifying devices or
conditions:
A qualifying life-support device is any medical
device used to sustain life or is relied upon for
mobility. This device must run on gas or electricity
supplied by PG&E. It includes, but is not limited
to, respirators (oxygen concentrators), iron lungs,
hemodialysis machines, suction machines, electric
nerve stimulators, pressure pads and pumps,
aerosol tents, electrostatic and ultrasonic nebulizers,
compressors, IPPB or CPAP machines, kidney dialysis
machines, and motorized wheelchairs.
See batteries on page 4
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WINDSOR HEALDSBURG CREMATORY & MORTUARY

9660 Old Redwood Hwy.
Windsor CA
info@whcmortuary.com

838-6000
Mortuary Lic. FD1925
Crematory Lic. CR-383

• Family owned & operated • Serving all Faiths
• Cremation & burial services offered where you define tradition
• Our on-site crematory eliminates the need to have your loved
one transported from one facility to another
• Pre-planning & pre-funding are also available for those who wish
to reduce the burden on your family at the time of need
• Most complete & economical cremation package in Sonoma County
• Se Habla Español • Cremation options start at $1095.00
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Regular Oakmont Association Committee Meetings
nOVA Administration

The listed Oakmont Village Association meetings are open sessions.
Any interested Oakmont residents are invited and encouraged to participate in these important meetings.

MEETINGS	
DATE	TIME	PLACE*
Architectural (No participation) / christel@oakmontvillage.com 2nd Tues. Monthly
1:30 PM
Conf. Rm.
Oakmont Village Association (OVA) Board Workshops
1st Tues. Monthly
1–3 PM
Berger Center
(Check our calendar in the event that a workshop does not occur)
Oakmont Village Association (OVA) Board Meetings
3rd Tues. Monthly
1–3 PM
Berger Center
COMMITTEES	
Communications (CC) / oakmontcommittee@gmail.com
Community Development (OCDC) / ova-ocdc@sonic.net
Community Education and Transparency Committee (CETC)
Finance (FC) / ova-finance@sonic.net
		
Long-Range Planning Committee (LRPC)
Landscape Improvement Committee (LIC)
League of Maintained Area Associations (LOMAA)
Regular Meetings
Quarterly Meetings
LOMAA Annual Workshop
Emergency Preparedness Committee (OEPC)
OEPC Board
OEPC Community Meeting

DATE	TIME	PLACE*
4th Wed. Monthly
10 AM
Conf. Rm.
2nd Wed. Monthly
3 PM
Ste. B
1st Thurs. Monthly
10 AM
Mgrs. Conf. Rm.
The Thursday before the
Regular Board meeting
2–3:30 PM
Rm. B
1st & 3rd Mon. Monthly
1 PM
Conf. Rm.
2nd Tues. Monthly
10 AM–12 Noon
Mgrs. Conf. Rm.
1st Mon. Monthly
1st Wed. (March, Sept., Dec.)
2nd Wed. (June)

12 Noon
7 PM
9 AM

Rm. B
West Rec.				
East Rec.

1st Thurs. Monthly
3rd Thurs. (Jan., May, Sept.)

2 PM
2 PM

Rm. B
Berger Center

A quorum of OVA Board of Directors may be present at these meetings.
*It is sometimes necessary to change meeting locations and/or dates and
times. Please check the Rec. Center bulletin boards for written notice of change
or call the OVA office prior to scheduled meetings for confirmation.

Locations
Room B is in the Central Activity Center, 310 White Oak Drive.
Conf. Rm. is in the OVA Office, 6637 Oakmont Dr., Ste. A
Mgrs. Conf. Rm. is in the OVA Office, 6637 Oakmont Dr., Ste. A

LOMAA

nJohn Renwick

League of Oakmont Maintained Area Associations
WHAT DO WE DO?

The LOMAA Board consisting of five directors,
elected by the membership, elects the board officers
(President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer).
The board serves the associations as a research,
information and advice source on subjects pertinent
to the maintained areas. Board members attend
industry seminars, review publications and other
sources to keep abreast of the changes in association
management and obligations.
During 1994 the LOMAA Board assembled
information gathered since the start of LOMAA
and produced The LOMAA Handbook, distributed
to all associations, with information on board
responsibilities, finance, landscaping, plumbing and
irrigation, painting, engineering and legal.
Each year LOMAA, with the cooperation of
association boards, receives a completed survey
form from the associations showing what activity
there has been in the area of finance, landscaping,
plumbing and irrigation, painting and engineering.
This information is tabulated and with new and
updated information (gathered from publications
and seminars) is distributed to each maintained area

CETC Fireside Chat
nJane Marzoni

SAVE THE DATE

CETC, the Community Education and
Transparency Committee, invites residents to
share your opinions, suggestions and questions
about life in Oakmont at our inaugural fireside
chat. Knowing the sentiments of the community
will assist CETC to understand how to help the
board better perform its job for the benefit of the
residents. Tea, coffee and cookies will be served.
DATE: Friday, Feb. 7
TIME: 2–3 p.m.
WHERE: Berger Center Fireside Area

board at the June Workshop for updating the LOMAA
Handbook.
LOMAA Board members attend ECHO (Educational
Community for Home Owners—California organization
monitoring the Legislature and associations) seminars
on a regular basis to keep informed on developments
effecting Homeowner Associations.
Association boards and homeowners are invited to
bring their problems to the LOMAA Board or to seek
their advice and counsel.
Next Board Meeting: Monday, February 3, 12 noon,
Room B.

President’s Message
nSteve Spanier, OVA Board President

Addressing Golf Club
Purchase Concerns

I recently received an email with some claims and
questions I imagine many Oakmonters
would like addressed. The essence of
the email is as follows:
“Previously, Advance Golf Partners
(AGP) was putting in a million dollars
up front for Oakmont renovations.
Now, AGP won’t be putting in
anything and instead, Oakmont
Village Association (OVA) must supply that money.
The board has misrepresented the situation to
Oakmont residents. Further, AGP no longer has
skin in this game and must now be considered an
untrustworthy partner. Why didn’t you choose
another golf club operator, or back out of the purchase
entirely?”
As we mentioned at the town hall meeting some
weeks ago, the arrangement with AGP has indeed
changed. Like you, we wish it hadn’t. However, we
believe the current arrangement is only slightly less
agreeable. And, most importantly, Oakmont will soon
forever control the fate of the land presently owned
by the Oakmont Golf Club (OGC).
Regarding the claim we misrepresented the
negotiations, that’s not true. We always gave Oakmont
residents the best information we had at the time.
To have any chance of purchasing the golf club, we
needed to build money into the 2020 budget, which
required a community vote prior to signed contracts
with OGC and AGP. We were always honest about the
state and terms of ongoing discussions, but anyone
who’s ever been involved in contract negotiations
knows that nothing is final until contracts are signed.
Even after contracts are signed, things can change if
both parties agree to contract modifications. That has
already happened with both the purchase and lease
agreements, and there may be more to come.
We strongly believe AGP intended to honor its
proposal to invest money to improve our facilities.
However, when circumstances changed, AGP could
no longer support the jointly envisioned plan and
offered to back out of negotiations. We could have
disqualified them at that point, but we understood
their decision (and, in fact, we might have done the
same had we been in their shoes) and, to fulfill our
fiduciary responsibility to the community, needed to
consider the idea that AGP’s revised bid might still be
preferable to those of other parties.
OVA went back to our previous bidders and asked
for rebids. These were soon received. The bids were
better than before because, thanks to the community
vote, OVA had secured funds upon which the bidders
could rely. The competition that resulted benefitted
Oakmont.
See president’s message on page 4

Alan & Denise Scott
Realtors
Experience
you can trust
CalBRE # 01376399
& 01766149

Direct: 707-486-8256

6520 Oakmont Drive, Santa Rosa
alan-denisescott@comcast.net
www.oakmontseniorhomes.com
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batteries

Continued from page 1

In addition, Medical Baseline Allowances are
available for heating and/or cooling for a patient
who is Paraplegic, Quadriplegic, Hemiplegic, has
Multiple Sclerosis or Scleroderma. Standard Medical
Baseline Allowances are also available if patient has
a compromised immune system, life threatening
illness, or any other condition for which additional
heating or cooling is medically necessary to sustain
the person’s life or prevent deterioration of the
person’s medical condition.
If you depend on one of these devices or have one
of these conditions, you should be on the Medical
Baseline program. To get on this program you should
contact your doctor, who should know whether you
qualify and be able to fill out the forms you need.
You will need your PG&E account number from your
latest bill.
A copy of the form needed can be found at: https://
oakmontvillage.com/medbaseapp.
If you have any questions, you can call PG&E at
1-800-743-5000.

Candidate and Director
Qualifications
Members must meet the qualifications in the
subsections hereafter to be eligible for nomination
as a candidate for, or to serve as a Director. The
determination of whether any of these qualifications
are met and, if not, whether a nominee or Director
must be disqualified from running for office or serving
on the board, must be made at a properly noticed
disciplinary hearing conducted at an executive
session board meeting.
1. Candidates Must be Members. To be eligible
for nomination, a person must be a Member of the
Association for at least one year from the date of
nomination.
2. Member in Good Standing. To be eligible for
nomination and/or to serve on the board, the person
or impersonal entity must not be delinquent by more
than 60 days in the payment of any regular or special
assessment (following proper notice, hearing, and a
finding by the board), except a person may not be
disqualified from nomination:
a. For nonpayment of fines, fines characterized as
assessments, collection charges, late charges or costs
levied by a third party.
b. Because the person has paid the regular or special
assessment under protest.
c. Due to delinquent assessments if the person has
entered into a payment plan with the association
pursuant to Civil Code §5665 and is fulfilling the
terms of the payment plan.
3. Co-Owners Eligible for Only One Position. A
candidate shall be disqualified if the person, if elected,
would be serving on the board at the same time as
another person who holds a joint ownership interest
in the same Separate Interest parcel as the person and
the other person is either properly nominated for the
current election or an incumbent director.
4. Criminal Conviction. A person who would, if
the person is elected, either prevent the association
from purchasing the fidelity bond coverage required
by Civil Code Section 5806, or any successor statute,
or which conviction would cause such coverage to
be terminated, is ineligible for nomination to the
board. Each nominee, at the time of nomination, shall
disclose the existence of any past criminal conviction
and the details thereof, with sufficient details in order
to allow the association to determine whether the
criminal conviction will prevent the association from
purchasing the required fidelity bond coverage.
5. Internal Dispute Resolution. Before any candidate
for nomination or serving Director may be disqualified,
the person or impersonal entity must be provided the
opportunity to engage in internal dispute.

president’s message

Continued from page 3

The OVA board seriously considered each bid.
During the competition, AGP adjusted some offer
terms in our favor (such as reducing the OVA dues
contribution from $10/person/month to $8.50/
person/month and reducing by half the profit AGP
would take off the top).
These adjustments made a difference, and the
board ultimately voted again to choose AGP. The
additional $1M in renovation funds required of OVA
amounts to about $1.50/person/month when built
into the loan we seek, so the total cost for each OVA
member to purchase the club and pay for the first
$1M in renovations is still about the same, at roughly
$10/person/month. And, most importantly, the
total is still within the voted-on $98/person/month
maximum.
With the new plan, OVA will pay $1M, but in return
we get $1M in benefits to Oakmont. It’s no different
than spending to improve the East Rec. Center or the
Berger Center.
With the previous plan, AGP would have paid $1M
for improvements to OVA facilities. OVA would pay
nothing, but would receive $1M in improvements to
Oakmont facilities. No question: that’s a better deal
for Oakmont! And, paid off over a lengthy period
by almost 5,000 residents, it requires only a small
increase in dues.
As for the argument that AGP no longer has skin
in the game, that’s again untrue. Even if one only
considers potential lost opportunity costs, AGP takes
a risk when it agrees to inherit a golf club that is
under-resourced, under-staffed and yet still losing
money.
In fact, one may fairly ask why AGP chose
Oakmont. After all, due to its status as one of the best
golf club operators in the country, AGP is solicited for
between 50 and 80 golf club opportunities each year.
It chooses, on average, one or two. With all OGC’s
troubles, why did AGP choose Oakmont?
AGP chose Oakmont because, despite OGC’s
current liabilities, AGP became convinced of the
upside potential. However, this upside potential will
only be realized if AGP makes the correct choices.
Even including the OVA contribution, the golf club
will likely lose money in 2020, and possibly beyond.
AGP will bear those losses and needs to turn the

situation around to make money.
Some may think dues collected over the next
couple months (prior to ownership transition) will be
lost. Once again: not true. Any money collected that
will not be spent for the increased loans and social
memberships will be swept into our reserve funds.
This is common practice for budgeted but unspent
money.
Two things are impossible for any of us to viscerally
appreciate at this point:
First, it’s impossible for any of us to know for
certain what would have become of our community
had the golf club been purchased by a developer. All
other bidders had development intentions. All over
the country, developers are converting golf courses
to housing tracts. It is fanciful thinking at best and
tragically poor judgment at worst to believe Oakmont
is exempt from this trend. At the very least, the
possibility of development is a threat to which any
competent board must respond.
Second, it’s impossible for anyone to know for
certain how much AGP will improve Oakmont. If
AGP performs as it typically does, Oakmont life
will improve, but residents can’t fully appreciate, at
this point, how much better Oakmont will be and
how much our lives and the lives of future Oakmont
residents will improve. We can only guess at this
upside, but it’s certainly possible that, years from
now, AGP’s contributions will be uniformly lauded
and the special features they introduced will have
been widely enjoyed as they are woven into the fabric
of Oakmont.
However, regardless of AGP’s contribution, the
imperative to purchase the Oakmont Golf Club
starts and ends with a need to control our destiny by
controlling land currently owned by the golf club. We
are inches from achieving that. For all time, Oakmont
will control 250 critically important acres in the
middle of our community. If that’s the only achieved
result, it’s still an enormous victory.
The bottom line is this: either AGP succeeds and
virtually everyone is happy, or AGP fails to achieve
our mutual goals. In the latter case, the $17/person/
month contributed by each of us and future residents
will still have saved Oakmont land and improved
Oakmont facilities. OVA residents can then help the
OVA board decide what to do with the very valuable
land and buildings purchased early in 2020.

Warming Trends
Oakmont Special

Only available to Oakmont Residents

15% OFF

• High-Efficiency Inserts • Decorative Gas Log Sets
• Clean Burning & Clean House • Push Button Fire
• No More Spare-the-Air Alerts
We provide a complete line of high-efficiency, clean-burning
gas inserts, stoves, fireplaces, and decorative log sets,
as well as all EPA certified wood-burning units.
We are the premier hearth shop in Northern California and are the only
hearth shop in the North Bay that offers our own in-house installation.
So, whether you prefer the traditional warmth and feeling of
a wood fire or choose the more convenient option of gas,
Warming Trends, Inc. is your clear choice.

578-9276

#4 South A St., Santa Rosa • www.warmingtrendsinc.com
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golf

Continued from page 1

“This is the outcome we expected,” said OVA
President Spanier. “Throughout the election, we took
care to do things fairly and according to the law,
consulting our lawyers at every turn. It’s unfortunate
we needed to spend the association’s money
defending ourselves, since that increases everyone’s
dues, but we’re pleased with this outcome. Now, we
will finalize purchase of the golf club and get this new
decade started on a good note.”
Spanier and OVA General Manager Kevin Hubred
appeared before Hardcastle to defend against the
suit. Leznik did not respond to an email requesting
comment.

Architectural
Committee
JUST A REMINDER

All homeowners and HOA’s are required to keep
the public right of way (sidewalks and streets) clear
of all landscape plants and materials. This can create
additional aesthetic problems of appearance. Some
plants will need to be severely pruned which will
leave a very unsightly and woody plant.
If you choose to prune back a plant, it needs to be
pruned completely off any portion of the sidewalk.
If you prune just to the exact edge of the sidewalk
the plant will very soon find a way to recreate the
problem. It is recommended that you prune behind
the sidewalk a sufficient distance (6’’–12”) to allow
the plant to green back up without intruding over the
sidewalk for a while.
In many situations, consideration should be given
to the fact that the plant has probably outlived its
useful life at that location and should be replaced.
Also, other landscape materials such as mulch or
gravel must be installed so as the vertical edge of the
sidewalk or curb is used to restrict these materials
from encroaching onto the sidewalk or curb.
Additionally, all trees that overhang a public
sidewalk or street curb, must be pruned to eight feet
(8’) above the sidewalk or curb.

Café Mortel
Proudly Presents!
nChris Sork

St. Joseph Health Hospice Services:
Before You Go
a Conversation about Hospice
Care and End-of-Life Decisions

During our time together, we will offer important
information about Hospice, answer questions, share
stories, and dispel myths. With gratitude to Café
Mortal, this important presentation is offered to the
community free of charge. We hope you’ll bring your
curiosity and concerns, and join us.
Facilitating the conversation
will be: Codie Welsh, Manager
of Volunteer Services and
Community Education, St. Joseph Health Hospice
Services; and Alison Leras, Community Education
Coordinator, St. Joseph Health Hospice Services.
DATE: Thursday, February 6, 3 p.m.
PLACE: Berger Center Auditorium
All Oakmont Residents, loved ones and friends
welcome!

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆

Valley of the Moon
Rotary Club

Neighbors Together
Ready for Business
nMarlena Cannon

nJohn Brodey

Resolutions, Anyone?

It used to be a thing. As if we should let a whole
year slip away and then all at once decide what is or
isn’t working for us. Who wants to waste that much
time putting off the obvious? It isn’t like you regain
consciousness the last week of the year and suddenly
realize you are 30 pounds overweight.
It’s largely true that people don’t change no matter
how desperately they may need to. I guess the
annual tradition of asking a friend, “What are your
new year’s resolutions?” seemed it would somehow
bring a degree of accountability to our failed efforts
to become better, healthier, happier people. That halfhearted burst of self-awareness would usually last for
a month or so, then subside and we’d slide right back
into the comfort of denial.
But there is an old aphorism which is more relevant
than ever: “Life is short but it’s wide.” It’s no longer
us against the world. We are part of the big picture in
a way no previous generation has been. We must be
more thoughtful and realize time is not our friend.
Nothing against dropping a few kilos but the real
idea is to find external sources of personal fulfillment.
It means paying attention to what might be missing
from your life as well as considering what promises
to yourself you have broken. Oakmont affords lots
of options and so many of them contribute to our
overall well-being. We aren’t a hyper-active-adultcommunity for nothing. Whether it’s volunteering,
hiking up Sugarloaf or mentoring young people,
there are a lot of potential upgrades to the ways
we can fill our lives with purpose. We have a lot to
offer.
If you are looking for other ideas, we’d like to invite
you to join us at the VOM Rotary club for breakfast
any Friday morning. During the next month (through
February 14), we will be holding our meetings at the
East Rec. Center starting at 7 a.m. (meeting starts
at 7:30) due to the restricted hours of operation
at the Quail Inn. A continental breakfast will be
catered by the good folks at the Oakmont Village
Market.
On January 24 our Friday meeting will be an
afternoon event beginning at 4:30 p.m. with a social
hour (cocktails) following the meeting. Please check
out our website at www.vomrotary.org and feel free
to send a quick email to Daymon Doss, drsadoss@
comcast.net, our membership chair for an official
invite to be our guest. A terrific group of people have
joined the club this year to replace those who have
moved away or retired. We manage to keep our size
to around 50 which makes it easier for newcomers to
become part of the family.
We can’t guarantee that you’ll lose unwanted
pounds or hit the gym, but your life will be as wide
as you could imagine.

The Oakmont Neighbors Together program is up
and running! ONT is a “neighbor-helping-neighbor”
program that will use donations to help qualified
residents offset the cost of the dues increase that funded
the golf course purchase. To ensure individual privacy,
the ONT fund and application process is managed by
the Sonoma Council on Aging (SCoA), a local provider
of services for seniors.
Oakmont residents wishing to apply for financial
assistance can pick up a form in the OVA office, the
Central Activities Center kiosk or contact Alex Kennett
at akennett@councilonaging.com to request a form.
Neighbors who know of an individual for whom
financial assistance might be beneficial are encouraged
to pick up an application on their behalf.
Applications can be returned by mail to the Council
on Aging office, 30 Kawana Springs Road, Santa
Rosa, CA 95404. They can also be faxed to 525-0454 or
emailed to Alex Kennett at akennett@councilonaging.
com. Please note ONT in the Subject line.
Once a completed application is received, a SCoA care
coordinator will call to schedule a home visit for a faceto-face conversation to discuss individual situations
and resources for support. Applicants will be notified of
funding within five to seven business days of the home
visit. Once approved, SCoA will forward funds directly
to the Oakmont Village Association on behalf of the
fund recipient. Checks will not be issued to individuals.
Information provided to Council on Aging will be
held in confidence. Neither ONT nor donors to the
fund will have access to the identity or circumstances of
applicants. Assistance will be based upon the availability
of funds, and will be granted to those most in need.
Contact Alex Kennett at Council on Aging, 525-0143,
ext. 102, with any questions regarding the Oakmont
Neighbors Together Fund.

OEPC

Oakmont Emergency
Preparedness Committee
nKay Oppenheimer

FORUM—Thursday, January 23
2 pm, Berger

Could you survive in your home for up to a week
without power, perhaps even without gas or water? If
your answer is “no”, you are not adequately prepared.
OEPC’s Bob Stinson has extensive experience in
Emergency Procedures and has created a PowerPoint
presentation to help us understand what we need
to do in the likely case of power outages. Below are
some of the topics he’ll cover:
• Preparation is easier said than done.
• What are portable power stations?
• Let’s talk generators.
• Can solar panels on you roof help in an outage?
• Special batteries to power small electronics.
• Solar cell phone chargers.
• PG&E’s extended baseline for medical devices.

Robin A. Lowitz, M.D.

Board Certified, Medical Acupuncture
“Giving You The Wellness You Deserve!”
707-538-0679

6570 Oakmont Drive, Suite #D, Santa Rosa, CA 95409
www.wellnessacupuncturetherapy.com
Call/Text: (707) 293-3686
wellnessacupuncturetherapy@yahoo.com
Discount Offer: Mention this ad & get a discount on treatment!
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Free Windows PC and
Smartphone Help
Do you have a smartphone or PC computer with
which you need assistance? Howard Neckel, Carl
Appellof or Andy Holroyd-Sills may be able to lend a
hand. If you would like to see if one of them can help,
call Howard at 282-9030, Carl at 291-5278, or Andy at
775-5220.
We are looking for additional people to help our
Oakmont neighbors with their PC problems. If you’d
like to volunteer, please call Carl at 291-5278. Thanks.

OTLC

Oakmont Technology Learning Center
nTina Nerat

Spring 2020 Classes

OTLC Spring class registration is now open. Classes
will be held in our CAC classroom in the January
20–July 2 timeframe. We will have Mac, PC, iPhone,
iPad, Apple Watch, and Android phone classes as
well as classes for web, computers, smartphones and
tablets: Spreadsheets, Quicken, Lumosity, Apps and
Social Media, Evernote, Google Search, Google Apps,
Google Photos, and Smartphones in Emergencies.
Registration, class schedules and class descriptions
are online at www.oakmont-learning.org. Registration
is online-only. The class schedule may be viewed on
the bulletin board outside our classroom at the CAC
as well. Classes fill up fast so register early.
To keep our class availability up-to-date, the
schedule will be continually updated online, not
printed in the Oakmont News, which has a long lead
time for submission. Classes are open to Oakmont
residents only, and seats must be reserved in advance,
no drop-ins. Come learn something new or update
your technology skills!

OakMUG

Oakmont Macintosh Users Group
nLinda Koepplin

THE ANNUAL MEETING
AND MEMBERSHIP PARTY

WHEN: January 18, 12 noon
WHERE: West Rec. Center
All paid OakMUG members are invited to attend.
The party includes lunch. The club will provide a main
course, dessert, wine and tableware. Households
with names beginning A through M, please bring
an appetizer; names beginning N through Z, please
bring a salad.

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆

nTom Amato

Oakmont Progressives

Supervisor Candidates
to Debate at Oakmont

On Monday, February 10, the Oakmont
Progressives will host a Candidates’ Debate between
incumbent Sonoma County Supervisor Susan Gorin
and challenger Sonoma City Council Member David
Cook at 7 p.m. in the East Rec. Center. The two
candidates have significantly different platforms.
All Oakmonters are invited to hear each candidate’s
perspective on issues facing our county.
Controlling an annual
county budget of 1.78
billion dollars, the Board of
Supervisors is comprised
of five members, one from
each of the five districts,
elected to four-year terms.
The board establishes
policies concerning growth
and development and sets
Susan Gorin.
priorities for all activities
within the county. In
addition, they oversee
the many departments
and agencies of county
government that provide
county-wide
services,
health
and
welfare
programs, elections, and
public safety programs.
The Board of Supervisors
David Cook.
is also the governing
body that provides municipal services to those
unincorporated areas outside of cities.
With three of the five seats on the board up for
election in the March 3 State election, voters can shape
our county’s future. Oakmont is in District 1 which
serves the southeast portion of Sonoma County.
A native of Massachusetts, Susan Gorin grew up in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Ms. Gorin and her family
moved to Sonoma County in 1982. Ms. Gorin attended
Santa Rosa Junior College and continued her education
at Sonoma State University, graduating in 1991. In 1996
Ms. Gorin was elected to the Santa Rosa City School
Board. She then successfully ran for the Santa Rosa

City Council where she served for six years.
In addition to serving as a six-year city council
member and two years as Mayor, Ms. Gorin was elected
by the Sonoma County Mayors’ and Councilmembers’
Association to serve as their representative on the
Executive Boards for the Association of Bay Area
Governments and Bay Area Air Quality Management
District. In 2012, Ms. Gorin was elected to the Sonoma
County Board of Supervisors. Her campaign website
lists as the priority issues: Guiding Fire Recovery
and Resilience, Improving Roads and Public Transit,
Developing Housing and Neighborhoods, and
Protecting the Environment and Open Space.
David Cook grew up in Willows, CA and was
raised in a family of longtime farmers. He moved
to Sonoma 25 years ago and in 2003 started a small
vineyard management company. Today, he manages
500 acres of vineyards and olive orchards in Sonoma
County. Last year, he opened Cook’s Mercantile store
on Eighth Street East in Sonoma town.
David Cook was first elected to Sonoma City
Council in November 2012 and re-elected in 2016. He
served as mayor of Sonoma in 2015. At the beginning
of his campaign, as reported in the Index-Tribune in
March 2019, Mr. Cook said that his platform will be
small government.
“I’m a strong advocate for local control and small
government,” said Cook. “I want to bring our
government away from regional control and back to
local control. I also believe that government should
be considered a business and run with a balanced
budget. And that doesn’t mean raising taxes to
balance our budget.”
To learn more, come to our February 10 Progressives
Meeting at the East Rec. Center. Social time begins
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. If you plan to come,
please register at www.oakmontprogressives.com.
Questions: call me at (209) 601-4457.
Oakmont Progressives is an educational and social club
inspired by the visions of FDR and Bernie Sanders. We
seek a government that works for the people instead
of banks, corporations and billionaires. For more
information see www.oakmontprogressives.com:
How Progressives and Democrats Differ.

Grandparents’ Club
nLeslie Brockman, Chair

Calling all grandparents in Oakmont! Our new
year is about to start and we want you to be a part of
our wonderful Grandparents’ Club!
We meet the fourth Tuesday of each month from
January through June to plan two major events
during the year. The first one is the Easter Egg Hunt,
scheduled for Saturday, April 11, and the second is
Grandparents’ Week, which consists of six days of
fun for your grandchildren. This year, Grandparents’
Week will be July 26–31. It’s a week of scheduled
activities, including sports, crafts, music, games, and
more, along with a Welcome Party and Pizza Party
for the whole family.
Our current club members are a special group of
folks who work hard and have fun doing it. But we

always encourage others
to participate and you
don’t even have to be a
grandparent.
Come to our January
28 meeting at 4 p.m.
at the East Rec Center.
Refreshments will be
provided. Membership
is just $15/year for the whole family. Please fill
out the form below and bring it and your payment
to the meeting (or place it in our folder at the OVA
office).
Questions? Contact me at (949) 683-7725 or email
oakmont.grandparents@gmail.com.

GRANDPARENTS’ CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM, 2020

Please complete this form and bring it (and cash or your $15 check, made out to Oakmont Grandparents’
Club) to our January 28 meeting or put it in the GPC folder at the OVA office. It can also be mailed to Leslie
Brockman, 6587 Pine Valley Drive. Please print legibly.
Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________
Email __________________________________________________ Phone _________________________________
Names and Ages of Grandchildren ________________________________________________________________
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Art Association

InvestOAK Club

nPhil Wilkinson

nDave White

Our goal is to advance members’ knowledge and
understanding of investment options and strategies
for retirement. Membership experience ranges all the
way from investment novice through those who have
had a professional career in the financial world. There
is no actual monetary aspect to the club’s activities.
Active member participation is encouraged.
The topics for January will be, “An introduction to
Initial Public Offerings (IPOs)” by Joe Pundyk and
David Distad, Ph.D., and a polling of the membership
for interesting monthly topics for the rest of the
year. We need this kind of support to continue our
mission of sharing personal financial knowledge and
providing financial education on a variety of topics. If
you will not make the meeting but have a good topic,
please send me an email.
Interested Oakmont residents are invited to attend
the next regular meeting which is Friday, January 17,
10–11:30 a.m., Room B, Central Activities Center. For
the rest of the year 2020 our meetings will be held on
the third Friday of the month. The auxiliary group
meets at 10 a.m. at the Umpqua Bank, one week after
the regular meeting, Jan. 24.
For further information contact me at dwhite747@
hotmail.com.

nJoanne Phillips

Art Show
Friday, Jan. 31 and Saturday, Feb. 1

We have re-scheduled our cancelled October art
show to Friday, January 31 and Saturday, February 1.
Those of you who entered the cancelled October
show will automatically be entered with the same
works into the 2020 show. Art drop off to the Berger
will be on Thursday, January 30 at 10:30 a.m.
If you have a conflict and cannot be part of the
show, contact Kathy Byrne at kathyb8058@sbcglobal.
net or 538-8058, and your entry fees will be refunded.
If you want to change your entry, fill out a new entry
form available at the OVA office or download a form
from our website www.oakmontart.com.

Renew your Membership

Renew your 2020 OAA membership by sending
a $20 check to the OAA, c/o OVA, 6637 Oakmont
Drive, Santa Rosa 95409. Please don’t send or drop
off cash—it’s too hard to make sure who it came
from!

February General Meeting

Because of the Art Show there will be no General
Meeting in February.

Tennis Club

Let Me Introduce You…

New blood is important to any organization and
2020 welcomes some fresh faces to the OTC Board.
Nancy Burns, OTC Secretary:
The first day I moved to Oakmont,
(a few months prior to the fires in
2017), I immediately checked out
the tennis courts and found Tony
Agocs coaching tennis players—
for free! What a guy! I grabbed my
racket from the car and jumped
Nancy Burns
right in.
I am now looking forward to being on the OTC
Board as secretary and being of service to this
wonderful community. I had been playing tennis
for about 10 years in Sebastopol where my husband
and I lived and raised our three adult children. Now
married with children of their own, they live in Santa
Rosa. We love being close by and help with the kiddos.
In addition to playing tennis and pickleball, I
enjoy painting with acrylics, entertaining myself on
the flute, deepening my meditation practice, and
socializing with friends and family. My life is full and
I feel in balance as I continue seeing clients. I am a
licensed psychotherapist (semi-retired) and have a
private practice in Sebastopol for 25 years. When I am
asked if I am going to retire, my answer is, “Why stop
doing what you love”.

Kim Clement, Tournament
Director: Moving to Oakmont was
like going to camp—there were so
many things to do. I had dabbled
in tennis earlier in life but jumped
all in when I moved to Oakmont
with my husband Clay in 2014.
Kim Clement
I could always find someone to
play with here or in La Cantera, where I also belong.
I grew up in Berkeley and practiced law for a number
of years, including serving as Chief Trial Deputy for
the City and County of San Francisco. While trying
an antitrust suit I met the opposing counsel who was
from Santa Rosa. At the time we were both married
to other people but reconnected years later when we
were both single. We married a year later and moved
to Santa Rosa in 1991.
I am now retired, but Clay still practices law. We
have two wonderful mutts: Rusty (14 lbs.) and
Gunner (115 lbs.). I look forward to a great year on
the OTC board.

Save the Date

February 14 will be the first social event of 2020.
Complete details are not yet available, but you can
count on good food, good drink, and good company
in the Berger Center. Watch for specifics in future
issues.

Membership sign-up form
Join or Renew

Please complete this coupon and include your check made out to OTC in the Tennis Club folder in the
OVA office. Membership questions? Contact Jon Kline, (650) 279-0001, alsonjonny@gmail.com Members who
(re)enroll by March 2 are included in the annually printed roster. Providing your email address implies
permission to include it in the printed roster, the only place where email addresses are listed.
Please print clearly.
Number of members at $20 each: _____ Check amount enclosed: $_______
Name: ___________________________________________________
Phone Number: __________________ Email: __________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
New members: after providing your email address, you will receive an email invitation from our OTC
members-only website that is hosted by Shutterfly.

Women of Faith
Bible Study
nGayle Miller

A Brand New Year—A Brand New
Bible Study

If you have ever wanted to take an in-depth study of
the book of Revelation this is your opportunity. This
new series is taught by Beth Moore on our full screen
TV. Beth Moore is a Christian speaker and Bible Study
author. She enjoys getting to serve women of every
age and denomination and she is passionate about
women knowing and loving the Word of God.
Beth’s presentation of the Bible just brings it to
life and her engaging style of speaking keeps you
interested and enthralled to the very last word!
Quote from Beth’s Revelation Workbook: “…I grow
increasingly convinced that God meant for parts of
the New Testament book of unveiling to retain certain
measure of mystery and wonder, as paradoxical as
it may seem to us. His intentional use of symbols
and pictures in the divine inspiration to John could
support such an implication, particularly as we
consider that God sometimes offers an interpretation
in the text and other times does not. The longer I’ve
studied, the more certain I’ve become that God is
as deliberate about what He doesn’t tell as what He
does. Neither is accidental.”
This is your personal invitation to come and explore
the mystery of Revelation with us. This is a weekly,
non-denominational study. Our group is small and
informal, the perfect place to meet new friends and
learn exciting things from the Bible.
We have workbooks, and a time for sharing. For
more information please call the number listed below.
DATE: Tuesdays
TIME: 9:30–11:30 a.m.
PLACE: Meeting Room B (Central Activity Center)
CONTACT: Gayle Miller, 537-9309

Soroptimist Club
nJanet Flink, President-elect

New Year’s Greetings!

The new Soroptimist Club in Oakmont is about
to formally charter. You have shown an interest and
we hope you will join us on our mission to provide
women and girls with access to the education and
training they need to achieve economic empowerment
in our own community and beyond.
We’ll celebrate the formation of the new club with a
Charter Party, to be held at the newly-renovated East
Rec. Center in Oakmont on Sunday, February 2 from
5–9 p.m. The Region Governor and other dignitaries as
well as presidents and members of other Soroptimist
Clubs in our area will be present to help us celebrate,
wine and dine, induct us and install the club officers.
I know, I know, its Super Bowl Sunday! I’m
recording it and making my husband swear he won’t
tell me who wins. I can speed through the boring
parts and just watch the commercials.
It is an honor to become a Charter Member of a
Soroptimist Club. The theme for our club for the
first year is “Be the Change.” This is an excellent
opportunity to be the change in our community, and
we welcome all your ideas and enthusiasm.
Please feel free to contact me via phone or email
if you have any questions: 494-4590 or JanetFlink@
gmail.com.

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆
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Oakmont Sunday
Symposium
Berger Center, 7902 Oakmont Dr.
Sunday, 10:30 a.m.–12 noon
$3 donation
www.oakmontsundaysymposium.org
nMarilyn Pahr

January 19: Mike McGuire,
California State Senator

We’ve heard Mike speak before, so be prepared for
a high energy, intelligent and thoughtful discussion
of current issues for California and for our region. As
Mike has said, “District 2 contains some of the bluest
and some of the reddest counties in the state, so I’ve
had to learn to work with all sides.” Come hear Mike’s
take on what’s going on with California.
Senator Mike McGuire is a third
generation Northern Californian,
who was elected to the State Senate in
2014. Mike has always been a tireless
advocate for our environment. He
has helped protect and preserve tens
of tens of thousands of acres of open
space, watersheds and coast and he
successfully fought to keep our regional and state
parks open to the public.

JANUARY 26: RYAN BAKER
Librarian by Day, Spelunkologist
by Avocation (Deep Cave Diving)

Remember those Thai kids who got stuck way deep
in a cave and the whole world held their breath when
they were found and rescued? Well, there are people
who go much-much farther and much-much deeper in
caves—for science—and for fun. Ryan Baker, a world
class spelunkologist, has gone “cave diving” in the
very deepest caves in the world. We will vicariously
deep cave dive with Ryan as he narrates fascinating
(and sometimes scary) tales of his adventures.

nNorma Doyle

Playreaders meet every Monday from 2–3 p.m.
in the Central Activity Center, Room B. Guests are
always welcome. Come early so that we can meet and
greet you.
The Play: On Jan. 21 Honora Clemens will present
the second act of Blithe Spirit by Noel Coward. Readers
are Jane Borr, Honora Clemens, Charley Ensley, Kay
Hardy, Hal McCown, Tanya Wing and David and
Ginna Zoellner.
This 1941 play introduces Charles, a socialite
and novelist who invites an eccentric clairvoyant,
Madame Arcati to conduct a séance, hoping to gather
material for his next novel. Unfortunately, his bestlaid plans backfire and the séance results in the return
of his deceased, but still annoying, first wife, Elvira.
His present wife, Ruth, can neither see nor hear
the ghostly Elvira, but she is puzzled and upset at
Charles’ sudden odd behavior. The play had a very
long theater run in both the UK and USA and was
also adapted for a film and later, as a musical
The Playwright: Sir Noel Coward (1899–1973) was
an English playwright, director and actor and known
for his wit and flamboyance. He achieved enduring
success as a playwright publishing more than 50
plays. He composed hundreds of songs, screenplays,
poetry, short stories, a novel and an autobiography in
his 60-year career. Magazine noted his persona as one
with “…a sense of personal style, a combination of
cheek, chic and poise.”
The Next Play: On January 27 and February 4
Sandy White will present Later Life by A. R. Gurney.
Readers are Hal McCown, Ron White, Sandy White
and Ginna Zoellner.
Through Later Life we meet Austin, who has spent
his entire life convinced that something terrible is
bound to happen to him. But then he has the pleasure
of rekindling a romance begun 30 years prior with
Ruth. After multiple divorces Ruth has a life of turmoil
although her friends see the budding romance as her
one chance for normalcy. While the two rediscover
each other both comedy and sometimes pain ensues.
With poignancy and laughs, this classic Gurney play
reminds us of the infinite possibilities in life just
waiting to be pursued. A romantic tale of missed
connections and hope for new beginnings.
“Charmingly clever, yet immeasurably touching…”

nGeorge McKinney

Ryan Baker has been involved in cave exploration
for 17 years. He has participated in caving expeditions
across the globe to many of the world’s deepest
caves, including participating as a past member of
the US Deep Caving Team. Ryan specializes in cave
cartography and technical rope skills, and provides
support for scientists working in cave environments.
He currently works as a public librarian in the Bay
Area.

Coming up

February 2: Tess Lorraine, How You Live Your Life:
Compassion and Hard Choices
February 9: Ky Boyd, Annual Academy Awards
Review
All Oakmont residents and their guests are
welcome.

Playreaders
wrote the New York Post.
The Playwright: Albert Ramsdell Gurney Jr. (1930–
2017) was an American playwright, novelist and
academic. He is known as a prolific and successful
playwright and for his Pulitzer Prize-nominated play
Love Letters. His series of plays about upper-class
WASP life in contemporary America have been called
“penetratingly witty studies of the WASP ascendancy
in retreat.”
In 2006, Gurney was elected a member of the
American Academy of Arts and Letters, the PEN/
Laura Pels International Foundation for Theater
Award as a master American dramatist in 2007 and
in 2016 he was awarded the Lifetime Achievement
Award at the 2016 Obie Awards.

In mid-December Playreaders read The Trip to Bountiful by
Harold Foote. Readers were: (standing) Hal McCown,
Al Johnson, Norma Doyle, Dennis Hall, Ginna Zoellner;
(seated) Jane Borr and Kay Hardy.

At the end of December Playreaders read The Book Club by
Karen Zacharias. Readers were: (standing) Al Johnson,
Jeff Sheff, Carole Johnson, Honora Clemens, Ron White;
(seated) Kay Hardy and John Dolan.

Great Decisions 2020

Final time to sign up for Great Decisions for 2020.
Great Decisions is a national program developed by
the Foreign Policy Association (FPA) which features
eight discussion topics. The FPA produces a book with
background material for each topic. Participants read
the background material and then meet in discussion
groups to discuss each topic in turn.
Meetings for 2020 are 10 a.m.–12 noon on Monday
mornings in the East Rec. We plan on four groups
this year, with each group 14–16 people. Each group
meets every other week.
Groups 1 and 2 will meet February 3 and 17, March
2, 16 and 30, April 13 and 27, and May 11.
Groups 3 and 4 will meet February 10 and 24, March
9 and 23, April 6 and 20, May 4 and 18.
Topics for 2020 will be: 1. “Climate Change and
the Global Order.” 2. “India and Pakistan.” 3. “Red
Sea Security.” 4. “Modern Slavery and Human
Trafficking.” 5. “U.S. Relations with the Northern
Triangle.” 6. “China’s Road into Latin America.”

7. “The Philippines and the U.S.” 8. “Artificial
Intelligence and Data.”
More information is available on our website: https://
sites.google.com/site/oakmontgreatdecisions/
We purchase the FPA book in bulk so we get a
reduced cost. Cost for the program is $25 (to purchase
the book). If two of you will be working together, you
can work with one book or two as you prefer. If you
have a preference on dates, please indicate so, or we’ll
just assign you to one group or the other as space
allows. Please be sure to let us know if two people
will be participating but sharing one book.
NOTE: there are large print books available. Please
let me know if you need a large print book. These are
just print-outs of the text of the articles. The cost is
$35. There are also DVD’s available for $35.
To sign up, bring your check made out to Oakmont
Great Decisions to the OVA office and leave it in our
folder there. If you have any questions, please email
us at oakmontgd@gmail.com.

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆
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Lifelong Learning
nMarlena Cannon Tremont

Register Now for February Classes!
The Genius of Hitchcock
Instructor: Terry Ebinger

Mondays, Feb. 10–Mar. 2, 2:30–5 PM, Berger
4-week session, Class ID: 7876, Cost: $81
Note: Early start time.
Join film scholar Ebinger for a suspenseful journey
into understanding Hitchcock’s visionary approach,
symbolism, cinematic innovations, psychological
depths and mythic storytelling in four classic films:
The 39 Steps, Shadow of a Doubt, Notorious and Strangers
on a Train.
Terry Ebinger is a passionate educator and group
leader who approaches film studies through art,
history, psychology, anthropology, myth and dream.

Cider—How America’s Favorite
Beverage Was Almost Lost
Instructor: David Sandri

Wednesdays, Feb. 26–Mar. 4, 3–5 PM, Berger
2-week session, Class ID: 7870, Cost: $52
In early America, cider was the beverage of
choice. But, by the first part of the 20th century cider
production almost stopped. Why did it fall out of
fashion and why has its popularity roared back in
recent times?
David Sandri is a 30-year veteran in the alcohol
beverage industry with a passion for the production,
history and judging of wine and cider.
Five ways to register for a class: 1. oakmontll.org;
2. communityed.santarosa.edu/Oakmont; 3. Credit
card by phone 527-4372; 4. Pick up and fill out a form
at the OVA office; 5. Pay at the door on the first day of
class (except Memoir Workshop).

News Flash!

Mick Chantler returns to Oakmont this Spring
offering his class From Buffoon to Philosopher King: The
Many Faces of Abraham Lincoln.
Sign up for updates on classes and our 2020 Concert
Series at www.oakmontll.org.

Oakmont Square
Dancing Club
nSusan McLean

Looking for a way to get some exercise, spend
time with other Oakmonters and have fun no matter
what weather the winter brings? Come give square
dancing a try.
WHAT: Club Level Dancing with professional caller
Lawrence Johnstone. We’ve learned most of the basic
calls and Lawrence has been mixing them up to keep
us moving and having fun.
WHEN: Tuesdays from 6:30–8:30 p.m.
WHERE: West Rec. Center, Upper Level
COST: $6 donation per person
Phil Herzog is an experienced dancer who can
work with newer dancers or those who have missed
a few lessons or help you brush up if you haven’t
danced in 10 or 20 years. Phil also encourages anyone
who wants to dance more often to join us on Sunday
evenings. He is doing a great job, so come and support
him.
WHAT: Workshop with Phil Herzog
WHEN: Sundays from 6:30–8 p.m.
WHERE: West Rec. Center, Lower Level
COST: $2 per person
For information call Jenny at 367-2102, Susan at
367-0417 or Phil at 843-3053.

nDon McPherson

Pétanque Club

HEARD ON THE PÉTANQUE COURT:
COMMON TERMS ABOUT PLAYING

Pétanque rules are simple and the game is easily
learned. In part because of the game’s French origins,
there are terms heard on the court from time to time
that may be new, but become quickly familiar. Here
are some common terms about playing the game,
with others about pointing, shooting and scoring to
follow in the next issue.
Tête-à-Tête—a “singles” match with one player
against another or, perhaps, three or four players
against each other, each player throwing three boules.
Doublette—a “doubles” match between two-player
teams, each player throwing three boules.
Triplette—a “triples” match between three-player
teams, each player throwing two boules.
To Point—to attempt to land a throw near(est) the
cochonnet.
Pointer—on a team, the player who throws first,
with skill at getting near the cochonnet, preferably in
front.
To Shoot—to attempt to knock away another
player’s boule, either with a ground shot or au fer
(with iron) in a direct hit from the air.
Shooter—on a team, the captain, usually playing in
second or third position but able at any time to knock
away opposing players’ boules if they are points or to
knock away close but non-scoring opponents’ boules
to produce even more points for the shooter’s team.
Placing—the captain or the pointer chooses where
to throw out the cochonnet at the beginning of a
round, at least six and not more than 10 meters from

the throwing circle.
Donnée—the chosen landing
spot for a throw, intended
to advance the boule most
accurately to the cochonnet.
The Line—the best path
across the terrain directly to the
cochonnet.

PÉTANQUE
AT OAKMONT

The club welcomes all
Oakmont residents to enjoy the
challenge and satisfaction of
pétanque. The club meets for
open play on Wednesday and
Saturday mornings at 9:45 a.m.
with teams chosen randomly
and also sponsors tournaments Bonne Année—Jim
and social events.
Knapp reported for
play in his
If you’re interested in playing
New
Year’s Best.
or learning to play, come to the
courts (between Berger and the OVA offices/Umpqua
Bank and beside the Shuffleboard courts) at 9:45 a.m.
on the club play days of Wednesday and Saturday.
We have boules to lend and we’ll have you playing
immediately. No membership fees are required—just
sign up to be on the club roster.
The courts also are reserved 9:45 a.m.–noon for club
player-arranged pickup games on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday.
The Oakmont Pétanque Club wishes everyone a
Bonne Année 2020!

Oakmont Birders
nBarbara Kendrick

Naked Birding

A benefit of living in Oakmont you may not have
considered is the abundance of birds here. It’s not an
unsung benefit, at least not by the birds themselves,
but can be overlooked. The Oakmont Birders aim
to correct that. Getting to know the birds—in your
yard, in the skies, on the golf course, in the common
spaces—is a source of enjoyment you do not want to
miss. It’s free, ongoing, serendipitous, and available
to everyone who can muster the energy to sit by a
window.
“But, Birders,” you say, “now you’re going to tell
me to get my binoculars—which I do not own.” No
problem—that’s why this column is called Naked
Birding. You don’t need binoculars, especially at
first—just your naked eyes and ears. Every month
we’ll introduce a bird that you can see in Oakmont.
Just one bird each month—that’s one small step for
your memory, but a giant leap for your awareness
and enjoyment of your environment.
Feeders attract birds, but you don’t need one to
enjoy watching them. There’s plenty they can eat here
on their own. And fortunately for us, birds are often
creatures of habit. So once you see a bird in a certain
location, at a certain time of day, you’re likely to see it
again, same time, same place—at least for a couple of
days, maybe longer.

Bird of the Month

The California Towhee is a uniform greyish-brown
all over, plump, and a little smaller than a robin
(about 8-9 inches long). The only other color on it is
an orange wash under the tail. It spends a lot of time
on the ground (often near shrubbery), so the drab
grey-brown color helps it blend in.
Several things make it easy to spot, however.
First, it searches the ground for seeds and insects
by vigorously jumping forward with both feet and
scratching backward. If you have small mulch in
your yard and you often find pieces of it thrown out

Cal Towhee.
(Courtesy of Malcolm Blanchard)

beyond its normal boundaries, a California Towhee
may be the culprit. Second, California Towhees form
faithful pairs and almost always travel together—
so you have double the chance of seeing one. And
third, they communicate with each other frequently
with a high metallic “clink” that sounds like two ball
bearings striking each other.
The California Towhee lives here year-round and is
probably in your yard right now. We bet you will see
one (actually two) the first day you starting looking.

About Us

The Oakmont Birders is a group of your neighbors
who enjoy birds. We go on occasional walks to see
what’s out there, and we let each other know what
birds we’re seeing. There are no dues or meetings.
Anyone is welcome to walk with us.
To be on our mailing list, or to ask questions about
birds you see, contact bkendrick@jps.net. For a good
online source of information on birds, visit www.
allaboutbirds.org.
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Oakmont Singles
nCarolita Carr and Alan Schackman

LOOKING BACK

2019 was a great year. We had monthly mixers
filled with funline dancing, trivia games, Irish bingo,
pickleball, Wii bowling, table games, etc. Our Bon
Apetit dine-outs were always filled to capacity. The
board was able to provide a great picnic in June, and
turkey for our annual Thanksgiving blow out. But it
was and is our membership that make our events so
much fun. Keep enjoying life, ladies and gentlemen!

2020—TIME TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP

With the new year comes renewal time. Please
make out your checks for $12 to Single Boomers
Social Club (until the name change is official) and
write “renewal” on the memo line. Either give it to
Mary Costa, our Treasurer, or drop it off in our folder
at the OVA office.

2020 SCHEDULE

Monthly mixers will be held, with only a few
exceptions, on the fourth Monday of the month.
That means our first one (line dancing with Bonnie
Alexander) will be Monday, January 27. Save the
date, and respond to our email invitation.
Oakmont Singles Club is open to any single person
residing in Oakmont. Only an interest in meeting
people and socializing is required We hold monthly
mixers within Oakmont and find interesting things
to do in the greater Santa Rosa area. We dine out at
a different restaurant once a month, and we even
arrange to sit together at other Oakmont activities.
If any of this sounds interesting to you, all you have
to do is pick up an application form in the Oakmont
Singles Club folder at the OVA office, fill it out and
put that, along with a check, back in the folder. Our
dues are $12 per year. Once you join and give us your
email address, you will learn of our events and be
able to participate.

Caregiver Support Group
nVickie Jackanich

Are You a Caregiver Now?

The changes are often quite subtle. Perhaps your
spouse seems to have lost interest in longstanding
pastimes. Or can no longer quickly calculate the
restaurant tab. Or is walking so poorly that you are
doing more and more of the chores. Often these
changes are hard to discuss with your spouse. You
don’t want him or her to feel badly! But you may also
be feeling more and more alone at home.
Many newcomers to the Oakmont Caregiver
Support Group talk about having an almost sudden
realization that they are now in a caregiving role to
their spouse. It’s a relief, they say, to find a group that
understands.
If this sounds like you, come join the group! It’s
drop-in, so try us out whenever you can. Whether
your family member is deep into dementia or has
cancer, you will find support. We share ideas and
experiences—and laughter—as we talk about how
to best provide for our loved ones and keep our
own spirits lively. A lot of resource information is
available, too.
The Oakmont Caregiver Support Group meets the
second and fourth Wednesday of each month, 10:30
a.m.–12 noon, in the Central Activities Center, Room
B. It is facilitated by Dorothy Foster, LMFT. Our next
meeting is February 12. For more information, call me
at 595-3054 or email dicnvic@comcast.net.

Does Your Neighborhood Have A COPE Team Leader?
nSue Hattendorf, COPE Director

As can be expected, due to normal attrition, we
periodically have to solicit new COPE (Citizens
Organized to Prepare for Emergencies) team leaders.
This month, new COPE leaders are needed in the
following areas. Check to see if your neighborhood
is one of them.

Replacement COPE Leaders needed
January 2020

Aspen Meadows Circle 2–18; Autumn Leaf Place
1–8; Belgreen Place 245–273; Belhaven Circle 277–315;
Belhaven Court 221–256; Deerfield Circle 428–445;
Fairfield Drive 6715–6737, 6855–6928, 7200–7236;
Falling Star Court 457–477 odd; Golf Court 333–355
odd; Greenfield Circle 304–334 even, 340–370 even;
Glengreen 1–21; Hood Mountain Court 8823–8837
odd; Meadowcreek Lane 6408–6441; Meadowgreen
Place 6502–6528 even; Meadowridge Drive 6340–
6360, 6363–6390, 6567–6597 odd, 6568–6596 even.
Mesa Oaks Circle 6439–6447 odd; Mesa Oaks Lane
6427–6433 odd; Mesa Oaks Drive 6425–6449 odd;
Mesa Oaks Court 6445–6456; Miramonte Court 345–
369 odd; Oak Brook Lane 420–456; Oak Brook Place

400–416; Oak Brook Drive 405, 413; Oak Crest Place
2–9; Oak Leaf Drive 7044–7052; Oak Island Circle
62–82; Oak Leaf Circle 310–321; Oak Leaf Drive 6853–
6941, 7130–7215, 7223–7347, 7544–7561.
Oakmont Drive 6850–6956 even, 7849–8050, 8826–
8837, 8840–8861, 8879–8894, 8927–8963; Oak Shadow
Drive 129–153, 201–223; Oak Trail Circle 9212–9241,
9330–9357; Oak Trail Court 8839–8859; Oak Trail
Drive 8811–8838; Pin Oak Place 3–11; Pine Valley
Drive 6441–6471 odd, 6479–6503 odd, 6555–6600;
Pythian Road 320–360 even, 357–365 odd, 435–455
odd, 461–473; Rockgreen Place 300–345, 316–346,
350–374 even.
Shooting Star Place 480–498 even; Starry Knoll
Court 454–470 even; Stone Bridge Road 6426–6458
even, 6427–6459 odd, 6501–6549; Valleygreen 5–15,
1–4 plus 16–24; Valley Oaks Place 1–18; Walnut
Orchard Way 7512–7547; White Oak Drive 177–205
odd; Wintergreen Court 6741–6761 odd; Woodgreen
Street 11–18, 19–22.
Please call me at 539-2543 if you would like to
help or if you have any questions about the COPE
program. Thanks for your willingness to help!

Jazz Club

nDolora DeGeer Hurst

OAKMONT VARIETY SHOW
IT IS SHOWTIME!

You may have seen some of your friends or
neighbors perform, but it is a rare treat to see
many of them gathered together for one marvelous
program. Not only that, it is free. The artists are all
giving their time, without expectations of any kind of
remunerations, but just for the fun and enjoyment of
their friends in Oakmont.
The show is Thursday, January 16, at 2 p.m.
Doors will open at 1:30 p.m. Seating will be theater
style. Please do not bring any food or drinks to the
performance. We will not have any table seating.
The show will provide many types of entertainment
from dancing, comedy, trios to solo instrumental
numbers. We will have one surprise number that you
probably have never seen done. It is a surprise. Please
come and enjoy the fun.

VALENTINE’S DAY CABARET

This year’s Valentine offering from the Jazz Club is a
blockbuster double treat! We have had many requests
to play another cabaret program. Last year’s Valentine
Day show was a tremendous success and was a
sellout. We are again presenting the same musicians,
complete with chanteuse Charity Goodin-Sanen and
are adding Jamie Davis, a Count Basie alumnus and
is also one of the strongest male jazz baritones in the
world today. Besides the swinging standards and
blues, Jamie will be presenting beautiful selections
from the Johnny Hartman, John Coltrane, songbook.
His similar sound to Johnny Hartman is amazing.
Charity Goodin-Sanen graced our stage last year
with her beautiful, natural vocal sound and a wide
ranging, diverse repertoire. Her singing is on a high

artistic level with a depth of emotion, and feeling.
Together and separately these two vocalists have
something special for the Valentine’s Day audience.
The accompanying All Star Bay Area Quartet
includes some of the most outstanding musicians in
the Bay Area today. Steve Heckman on saxophone,
Jason Lewis on drums, Jeff Chambers on bass. and
one the most talented jazz pianists of today, Larry
Vuckovich. You won’t want to miss this concert.
The concert will be on Valentine’s Day, Friday,
February 14 at 7 p.m., Berger Center, 6633 Oakmont
Drive, $30. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. Please fill
out the enclosed coupon and deposit it, (with a check
made out to the Oakmont Jazz Club), at the OVA
Office, 6637 Oakmont Drive, Suite A. Your name will
be held at the door. Please be sure to include your
telephone number. The concert will be table seating
and you are welcome to bring treats, and your choice
of drink. Tables for eight may be reserved.

VALENTINE CABARET SIGN-UP FORM
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14th - BERGER CENTER - 7:00PM
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________ Address _______________________________________________________
# of tickets at $30_____ Total $_________

˙∆æ†µ˙∆æ†µ˙∆æ†µ˙
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nTony Lachowicz

Hikers

Please keep checking website for updates: www.
oakmonthikingclub.com.

ANNUAL HIKERS POTLUCK DINNER
JANUARY 18, 5:30 PM, BERGER CENTER

Announcing New Club:
Solar Power and Electric
Vehicle Club

If you registered by the deadline, we’ll see you at
the Annual Hikers’ Potluck on Saturday, January
18 at 5:30 p.m. at the Berger. Don’t forget your
food contribution, your wine glasses and BYOB.
Questions? Call Marilyn Pahr at 541-6430.

nColeen Pundyk

JANUARY 16 LONG HIKE
JACK LONDON SUMMIT

First meeting:
January 21 at 10:30 am

Beginning in January, anyone interested in
exploring developments in the solar power field
and related topics are welcome to attend monthly
meetings hosted by the new Solar Power and Electric
Vehicle Club. No prior knowledge or experience
necessary!
Topics for discussion will include the emergence
in popularity of solar power installations and backup battery concepts for both individual residences
and community networks. Similarly, electric vehicle
technology is developing at lightning speed and
shifts toward driving such vehicles is becoming more
and more mainstream.
Whether you’ve already “gone solar” or you’re
interested in the topic, you’re a seasoned EV owner or
a car enthusiast who enjoys talking with others about
the subject, the club’s explorations should provide
fuel for interesting discussions.
The club will meet the third Tuesday, each month,
from 10:30 a.m.–12 noon in the conference room at
the Umpqua Bank in Oakmont. For more information
contact Joe Pundyk at joepfrengr@aol.com.

A moderate scenic hike on the mountain and
hayfields trails to the summit with views. About 7.8
miles and 1,500’. Meet at Berger Center departing at
8:30 a.m. Bring lunch, water, poles and seasonable
attire. Hike leader is Martin Johns, (330) 815-5167.

January 23 Intermediate Hike
Cataract Falls in Marin
Water District

of the waterfall, which might be at maximum flow.
Then we’ll begin a steady climb to the summit of Bald
Mountain via the old Stern roadbed that follows PonyGate Gulch. From Bald, if the weather cooperates,
the towers of the Golden Gate Bridge will be visible.
Then we’ll take Gray Pine to the Red Mountain Trail
and begin a long descent via the Headwaters, Vista,
and Pony Gate trails.
Bring water, a snack, and
hiking poles. Hike leader
is Bill Stacy, (408) 6947161 (cell).

A REMINDER
TO ALL HIKERS

If the hiking trail is
more than 30 miles round
trip from Oakmont, it is
customary to compensate
your driver at least $5 for
gas.

Long Hike to Big Rock.

Leisurely ascent past multiple waterfalls with
ample photo ops from Alpine Lake to Rock Springs
for lunch overlooking the ocean. Steep in spots,
with stairs. About seven miles out and back, 1,000’
elevation gain. Bring poles, water, lunch. Hike leader
is Florentia Scott, 591-1929, email hikingscott@yahoo.
com. Note early departure at 8:30 a.m.

JANUARY 23 LONG HIKE
SUGARLOAF RIDGE—WATERFALL
TO BALD MOUNTAIN AND BACK

This is a 10-mile loop-hike with an elevation gain
of 2,000’. We’ll start below the Visitor Center with a
scenic jaunt down the Canyon Trail to check the status

Tolay Regional Park—Finally Open!

Do you have friends or family looking to move to Oakmont, or are you considering selling your home?
Call one of our caring and professional agents to assist you with your real estate needs.

Off to a Good Start in 2020!

192 Oak Shadow Drive — $699,000
A beautifully upgraded 1,613 sq.ft., 2bed/2bath
eco-friendly Manzanita floor plan with drought
resistant, native California plants. The many
improvements include: remodeled kitchen with granite
counters, custom cabinets, formal living and dining
rooms, plus a cozy family room. There is a large
bonus room perfect for an office or hobby space.
Come visit this treasure in Oakmont.

707-538-2270
www.mcbridere.com
6520 Oakmont Drive,
Santa Rosa, CA 95409

416 Oak Vista Drive — $850,000
This 2bed/2bath Manzanita floor plan has a very
private setting with an outstanding view of Hood
Mountain. Master bedroom, kitchen, dining room and
office/den all have fabulous views. Master bedroom,
front bedroom and office/den all have bay windows.
Large lot has pear, grapefruit, lemon and apple trees,
as well as grape vines. Patio area is perfect for
entertaining guests or just enjoying the views.

7707 Pythian Court — $689,000
Located in a tranquil cul-de-sac, this 1,665 sq.ft.
2bed/2bath Birch unit with an added peaceful bamboo
flooring sunroom, features granite counters as well as
recessed lighting in the kitchen. Also enjoy the hardwood and parquet flooring, vinyl dual-pane windows,
and slate porch entry. The refrigerator, washer and dryer
are included in the sale. Stay warm and cozy with the
new furnace that was just installed.

Congratulations to Marty Thompson for
winning the gift basket of holiday goodies.
In addition, we want to thank Oakmont
residents for their generosity in donating
over 500 coats this year.
DRE #01151843
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Oakmont Cartoonist Among Museum Honorees

Dale Messick, artist for the Brenda Starr, Reporter
Comic Strip and Oakmont Gardens resident for
many years before her death, is among 17 women
recognized in a groundbreaking exhibition opening
Jan. 25 at the Sonoma County Museum for Art and
History.
Commemorating the centennial anniversary of the
ratification of the 19th Amendment giving women
the right to vote, the exhibition “From Suffrage to
#Me Too” highlights remarkable women in Sonoma
County who have broken through barriers in science,
business, education, politics, law and other fields.
Besides Messick, the first syndicated female
cartoonist, the exhibition also recognizes Frances
McGaughey Martin, the first woman elected to office
in the county in 1886 and local suffrage campaign
leader; Essie Parrish, Kashia Pomo leader; Mary Ellen
Pleasant, abolitionist; Augusta Metzger, business
owner and philanthropist; Song Wong Bourbeau,
prolific philanthropist who shared her family treasures
as a reminder of the city’s former Chinatown; Hansel
Mieth, first female Life photographer; May Grace,
founder of the Santa Rosa unit of American Women’s
Voluntary Services; Alice Gray, an NAACP founder;
Molly MacGregor, National Women’s History Project
founder; Helen Rudee, the first woman elected to
the County Board of Supervisors; Alicia Sanchez,
immigrant labor organizer; former Congresswoman
Lynn Woolsey; Judy Sakai, SSU president and Jill
Ravitch, Sonoma County district attorney.

Dale Messick at her drawing board. Courtesy Sonoma
County Museum for Art.

Oakmont residents are invited to attend the opening
reception on Friday, Jan. 24, between 5–7 p.m. for a
special senior rate of $7, according to Susan Bercu,
who is collaborating with Eric Stanley, the Museum’s
curator, and Board Member Staci Patis on a room
dedicated to anonymous suffragettes in Sonoma
County. People will be able to submit snippets of
stories and photos interactively, according to Bercu,
an Oakmont artist and avid museum-goer.
The Brenda Starr comic strip about a female
reporter ran in newspapers from 1940 to 2011 and the

character was adapted for a television series in 1976
and made into a movie in 1989.
“The story of suffrage to #MeToo is important
because it reveals an underlying reality: that suffrage
was a great victory, but the issue of women’s rights
and inclusion remains unfinished business,” said
Stanley. “I hope visitors come away both inspired
with the stories of women highlighted and impressed
with the long march toward rights and inclusion.”
The exhibition is part of a yearlong celebration
presented in coordination with the Sonoma County
Library, the National Women’s History Alliance and
the Sonoma County 2020 Women’s Suffrage Project.
Admission is free to members, $10 prepaid and $15
at the door.
Located in downtown Santa Rosa on 7th Street
between A and B Streets, the Museum of Sonoma County

A panel from the Brenda Starr comic strip.

building has its own history, having begun as the Santa
Rosa Post Office and moved to its current location in
1975. The museum’s board officers are all female.

It’s Time To
Tune-Up
Your
Heater!
Repeated Use
Will Wear
It Down…
Take Time To
Tune-It Up!
Call For An $88 Heater Tune-Up

(707) 242-1200
MooreHomeServices.com

Our Promise To You: 100% Right, Or 100% FREE!

13

The Oakmont News / January 15, 2020

Friday Ladies’ Friendship Bible Study
nNancy Crosby

Christ in the Psalms

There is a place for you in this study! Our class
covers 12 selected Psalms that speak of Christ,
although written long before He was born on earth.
Join us as we explore the truths expressed, as relevant
and applicable today as when they were first written.
Our small, welcoming and friendly group meets on
Friday mornings. The Stonecroft study book includes
easy-to-understand explanations and applications
of Bible passages, study questions and a journal for
nCarolita Carr

Boomers
Recap

What a great year it has been! We had a dance with
a DJ, dances with live bands (The 7th Sons, Captain
Paisley, Decades, and The Sun Kings), two tribute
concerts (Fleetwood Mask and Piano Man Meets
Rocket Man, a sock hop with a 50’s playlist, and our
annual holiday party). What fun we had!
That’s a lot to live up to, but we are up to the
challenge. The year 2020 will be an even greater year.
In order to make each event extra special, we are
presenting six super events.

2020 Calendar

March 19: Dance with Pride and Joy
April 16: Eagles tribute concert
May 15: Concert with More Joy
August 15: Dance with Funky Dozen
October 24: Dance with Decades
December 17: Annual holiday party

save the date

On Thursday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m.
we will show the movie In Search
of Greatness, a documentary to look
Please print.

notes and prayers. It is non-denominational and no
previous Bible experience necessary. We progress
at our own speed, taking time for sharing and
discussion. Please call me for more information or
just drop in. Hope to see you there!
DAY: Fridays TIME: 10:15–11:50 a.m.
PLACE: OVA Office conference room, 6637 Oakmont
Drive, Suite A
LEADER/CONTACT: Nancy Crosby, 480-0566

at the perceptive drive to become a great athlete.

Renew Now

The new year will be upon us in just two weeks,
and that means it’s time to renew your membership.
Dues remain at $10.00 per person. If 2020 dues are not
renewed by Feb. 15, your membership will expire and
you will not be able to attend the exciting members
only events we have planned for this year.
Renew Online: You can pay on our new website
by visiting oakmontboomers.org/signup. On that
page please purchase the membership type of your
choosing.
If you receive a message stating your email is
already registered, you can change your password
and login by visiting oakmontboomers.org/newpass.
Once you’ve updated your password, please
login and purchase the membership type of your
choosing.
Renew in OVA Office: You may also renew by
filling out the form below and dropping it off with
your payment in the OVA Admin. Office inside of the
Boomers club folder.

Golf News
9

9-Hole Thursday
Women’s Club

nValerie Boot

The December 19 Luncheon at the Quail Inn was a
great success.
The highlight of the day was congratulating and
presenting the 2019 awards to the club champions.
Happy New Year! Look forward to playing Gold in
the Spring.

Linda Yates, overall low gross and Elaine Foote,
overall low net.

OAKMONT BOOMERS 2020 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________
Street address _________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone ________________________ E-mail __________________________ Dues paid ($10/yr./pp) $_____
Please make checks payable to Oakmont Boomers and place in the Boomers Dues folder at the OVA office.
Thank you. You may also register and pay online at www.oakmontboomers.org.

OAKMONT
DENTAL

IMPLANT, COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Brightest Smiles in 2020 Are Here!
Digital Dentures 3D Printed In-House

Tony Sanchez, DDS

Debra A. Riker, RDH, BS, MS

707-539-0336

6594 Stone Bridge Road

Located between McBride and the Fire Station
info@oakmontdentist.com

Congratulations to Tammy Siela for being the most
improved player.

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆
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nPeter Barnes

Rhinestone Show
Sponsored by OVA
nAshlea Thomas

“Rhinestone,” a show saluting the songs and career
of contemporary music legend, Glen Campbell, will
be performed by rising star Andy Kahrs at the Berger
Center on Thursday evening, February 20.
Glen Campbell’s music career is
decorated with Grammy Awards, No.
1 country albums, and CMA Awards.
His legacy includes hit songs “Gentle
On My Mind,” “Galveston,” “Wichita
Lineman,” “By The Time I get to Phoenix,” and
“Rhinestone Cowboy.”
Born and raised in Atlanta, Andy Kahrs hopes his
soulful bends and country twang will pay tribute to
Campbell’s work.
Tickets are available for $20 at the OVA office. No
reserved seats or tables. Please bring your own snacks
and drinks. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. on February 20,
and the concert will begin at 6 p.m.

Free SRJC Watercolor Class
at the Oakmont Gardens
nAdriane Hatkoff

Spring semester is beginning January 17 and runs
through the end of May, every Friday from 1–3:30 p.m.
It is a commitment and not a drop-in class. Open
enrollment for all levels of experience or none.
This is a great opportunity to be creative while
having fun. Just come to class and I can enroll you
there and go over supply list with you then. Bring
any supplies if you have any.
Look forward to seeing and working with you.

Men’s Bridge Group Seeking Players

We play twice a month on Wednesday and Friday
at members’ homes in Oakmont. Play relaxed
social bridge for a couple of hours in the morning,
have a bring-your-own-sandwich lunch, then
play for another hour or so. High scores win a few
dollars.
nElizabeth McDonnell

Our group consists of advanced beginners and up.
Join us for fun, keeping an active mind and expanding
your bridge skills.
Contacts: Peter Barnes, 539-6746, pwbarnes@
comcast.net or Gary Bunas, 282-9230, cngbunas@
sbcglobal.net.

Quilting Bee

Quilting Bee members gathered
which had horses in a winter
for a holiday celebration in
scene. She used sequins to add
December. We started with a
embellishment to the holly berries
potluck lunch, played an ongoing
and tulle over the panel. Betsy
game throughout the afternoon and
Smith used a paper piecing method
shared gifts through another storyto create a zebra. She said the quilt
game created by Joan Rumrill.
was the hardest paper pieced project
This gathering was the deadline
she has done; there were various
for a couple of quilt challenges.
sizes of 108 pieces to the pattern.
Two teams of five members each
Cheryl Anderson memorialized her
were given the same picture to
daughter’s work with a Doberman
Yvonne Draper.
start the challenge. Only the first
rescue organization and outings she
quilters saw the picture and from
takes them on to the beach. Cheryl
that were inspired to make a small
used multiple layers of appliqué to
quilt. They passed on their quilt to
create the landscape and mounted
the next and so on down the line.
it on stretched canvas.
Each quilter had one month to make
Pam McVey used fabric she
her quilt and pass it on. The original
purchased in Ketchikan, Alaska
picture was of a small child’s hand
while on a cruise. Her fabric had
hovering over six brightly colored
deer, bears and wolves. She named
globs of clay. It was interesting to see
the quilt “Mystery Creatures” since
how the quilts evolved from bright
she was following instructions
colored birds or bright colored
meted out by the Santa Rosa Quilt
beach umbrellas (the first quilts by
Guild for a mystery quilt. Mary
Pam McVey.
each team) to landscapes, seascapes,
Ann Allen’s quilt was not done, but
and a lighthouse. Several quilters applied techniques
she is making a triptych quilt and was able to show
they’ve never tried and enjoyed the challenge.
one panel she had completed. It is made of batiks
The second challenge was to all members of the Bee.
with a print of wolves, and portions of the quilt have
The theme was “All Creatures Great and Small.” Joan
points in the New York Beauty pattern. Lisa showed
Rumrill said the theme gave her the answer of what
the sweetest quilt made with 1930’s style fabrics and
to do with a panel fabric of birds and butterflies; a
appliquéd bunnies.
donated fabric from Cathy Rapp. Paula Scull has had
The Quilting Bee meets on the second and fourth
a busy time this past year and wasn’t able to complete
Wednesday of each month in the Arts and Crafts room
her quilt, but she did have two penguin blocks to
from 1–4 p.m. and the third Saturday of each month
show us. We look forward to seeing her finished quilt.
from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. to machine and hand sew projects.
Yvonne Draper also worked with a panel fabric
For further information please call me at 538-2523.
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Genealogy
Club

nBob Chapman, OCF President

2019 In Review

As many of you know, Sue Millar, our longtime
President, succumbed to cancer in 2018. Your
OCF Board of Directors knew it was important to
commemorate the significant contributions that
Sue, the epitome of Oakmont volunteerism, gave
our village. That’s why we created the Susan Millar
Volunteer of the Year Award this past year.
Here’s how the program works: when the OVA
Board selects Oakmont’s Volunteer of the Year, that
winner chooses an Oakmont organization that meets
OCF grant eligibility guidelines. OCF then issues a
$1,000 grant to this chosen organization. This award
annually honors Sue, but also benefits Oakmonters by
providing financial support to the designated group.
We were delighted that Oakmont’s 2019 Volunteer
of the year, Elke Strunke, chose the Oakmont
Volunteer Helpers to receive the first ever Susan
Millar Volunteer of the Year Award!

We’re Reaching Out!

A key benefit of our 501(c)(3) status is that
contributions to the OCF are tax-deductible as
charitable donations. That’s critical, as most of our
money comes to us this way. When donors contribute,
they sometimes request that their gift go into our
General Fund, trusting the OCF Board to determine
how the funds can best be spent to benefit Oakmont.
More typically, donors designate their donation to
a specific organization, and we pass that donation
along when we issue a grant.
In 2019, OCF has issued 19 grants to eight different
Oakmont organizations, including Music at Oakmont,
Oakmont Genealogy Club, Oakmont Health Initiative,
Caregivers Support Group, Oakmont Grandparents’

Club, Oakmont Art Association, Oakmont Volunteer
Helpers, and Oakmont Visual Aids.
We’re excited we’ve been able to be there for these
groups, but we believe we can do more.
To be grant eligible, an organization must be
officially recognized by the OVA, provide services
that benefit Oakmonters, have a treasurer and bank
account, and aren’t already funded by the OVA. Let’s
say you’re in such a group, and you could use some
support for a project you wish to undertake. Let us
know! We’d love to be able to help!

Easy Ways To Support Oakmont—
By Shopping!

Donations to OCF are consistent, but if we have
more, we can do more! What if folks could donate
to OCF without writing a check? There are two
ways to give by just doing your regular shopping:
The “Oliver’s Market Community Card” E-Scrip
program, and the AmazonSmile program. With
both, you pay the same low prices you’d normally
pay, but a percentage of your purchase (3% with
the Oliver’s card!) goes automatically to OCF.
We’re now updating our website, http://www.
oakmontcommunityfoundation.com/ and expect to
have all the details on these exciting programs there
soon.
Our website has complete information about who
we are and what we do, and also provides helpful
forms for giving and grant requesting. Please feel free
to contact us with any questions you may have.

Happy New Year!

And finally, from all of us, please accept our best
wishes for a peaceful and healthy 2020. It’s going to
be a good year!

nMelinda Price

See you in February

Our next meeting is on Monday, February 24, in the
West Recreation Center at 1 p.m.
Our January meeting is cancelled due to several
factors including George McKinney’s travel plans.
Joanna Kolosov, Librarian at the Sonoma County
History and Genealogy Annex, will give us a virtual
tour of the annex and its holdings, with a particular
focus on California and Sonoma County resources. If
you are unfamiliar with this resource right here at 725
3rd Street in Santa Rosa, then join us in February and
hear all about it.
Denise Beeson will be offering another class on
genealogy research this Spring. These classes are
sponsored by the SRJC and are free. Her class will
be on Migration—European Roots and will focus
on researching migration from the “old world” to
America. The class will meet in the East Rec. small
conference room from 9:30–11:30 a.m. beginning
Tuesday, January 14 and go through May 19. You
don’t need to sign up in advance—just go to the first
class and Denise will sign you in.
The Oakmont Genealogy Club regularly meets
upstairs in the West Rec. Center on the fourth Monday
of each month, except July and December (and for
this one time also January), at 1 p.m. There are no
club dues, and everyone is welcome to attend our
meetings, both newbies and experienced researchers.
For information about genealogy research or club
activities please visit our website at: www.oakgenclub.
org. If you have research questions or would like to
receive our e-newsletter, email: oakmontancestry@
aol.com.

Music at Oakmont
nRosemary Waller

A FABULOUS VIOLIN AND GUITAR DUO

On Feb. 13 Music at Oakmont welcomes the
immensely popular duo of Ian Swensen and Marc
Teicholz for their third appearance on this series.
A native of New York,
violinist
Ian
Swensen
comes from a musically
gifted family of Norwegian
and
Japanese-Hawaiian
descent. He has lived in the
Bay Area for over 20 years,
teaching at the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music and
Sacramento State University.
In addition, Mr. Swensen
maintains an active schedule
as soloist and chamber
musician, appearing at such
venues as Music@Menlo,
the Chamber Music Society
of Lincoln Center, and the
Ian Swensen.
Smithsonian
Chamber
Music Society.
Among recent projects are a series of recitals with
pianist Jeffrey LaDeur, Stravinsky’s L’Histoire du
Soldat with members of the San Francisco Symphony,
and a series of Haydn trios with Kenneth Slowik on
fortepiano. Other engagements have included the
Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival; the Spoleto Festival
of Two Worlds; Music from Marlboro; residencies at
Tanglewood, Banff, and Morningside Music Bridge in
Calgary; and travels to Asia, Europe, Australia and New
Zealand to teach and perform. He has appeared with
members of the Juilliard, Cleveland, Emerson, Takács,
Concord and Tokyo Quartets, as well as with Menahem
Pressler, Gilbert Kalish, Mark O’Connor and Yo-Yo Ma.

Mr. Swensen is one of the few musicians to have
been awarded the Walter W. Naumburg International
Competition’s top prize for both solo violin and
chamber music. His recordings can be found on the
Telarc and Deutsche Grammophon labels.
Marc Teicholz, also serving on the faculty of the
SF Conservatory, was awarded first prize at the
l989 International Guitar Foundation of America
Competition. A prize winner at the 1991 New York
East-West Artists Competition, he has been described
by Gramophone magazine as “arguably the best of the
new young guitarists to have emerged.” Mr. Teicholz
has performed throughout the US, Canada, Russia,
Poland, Switzerland, Southeast Asia, New Zealand
and Fiji. His recitals and master classes have received
critical acclaim, and he has soloed with orchestras in
Spain, Portugal, California, and Hawaii.

Guitar Salon International. His latest solo disc presents
works performed on historic guitars of the period
of each musical selection. On Delos records he has
recently released Open Your Heart, with soprano Laura
Claycomb, featuring 19th and 20th century composers.
For Naxos, Mr. Teicholz has recorded two collections
of music by Fernando Sor, and also works by the
19th century French virtuoso guitarist and composer
Napoléon Coste.
The Swensen/Teicholz Oakmont program will
include Astor Piazzolla’s monumental work L’Histoire
du Tango.
WHAT: Music at Oakmont
WHEN: Thursday, Feb. 13, 1:30 p.m.
WHERE: Berger Center
ADMISSION: $25 at the door, or your Season Pass

OAKS

Oakmont Atelier Keyboard Society

nLinda McKenzie

CONCERT AT BERGER CENTER

Marc Teicholz.

Among the new works written specially for him,
Clarice Assad’s Concerto for Guitar, O Saci-Pererê was
debuted by Mr. Teicholz at the Biasini Festival in San
Francisco. He is featured on the pilot soundtrack for
George Lucas’ Young Indiana Jones, and has recorded
solo CDs for Naxos, Sugo, Menus and Music, and

DATE: Tuesday, January 28 TIME: 2 p.m.
COST: $15. Checks made out to OAKS can be left
in the OAKS file at the OVA
office
Performance by Ron Sfarzo
(Mr. Tico Tico), renowned
multi-keyboardist, composer,
producer, bandleader and
retired police officer.
For this special event please
RSVP to me at 546-1678 or
email: fancyfont2@aol.com.
Refreshments will be served.
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Just for Fun Games Club
nPhillip Herzog

New Year’s Resolution

Are you looking for a New Year’s Resolution that
you can succeed with? Resolve to take a break from
life now and then and play games! Resolve to make
new friends. Resolve to learn new games. Well, for
that matter, don’t resolve anything and come join us
anyway.

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY SUCCESS

This year our NYE party had a new venue—the East
Rec. Center—and it was a smashing success! We had
over 30 people come to the party and join in the fun,
fellowship, games and food. The range of food for the
potluck was so wonderful, there was something for
everyone.
We began with seven different games being
played—Mah Jongg, Bananagrams, Ticket to Ride
(India), Pan, Trivial Pursuit, Qwirkle, and Hand and
Foot. Later, some played Pictionary too. Now we are
waiting for another 363 days to go by so we can do it
again, with more people and more fun.

Who, What, Where, When, Why?

The Just for Fun Games Club is a great place to
make friends and play all sorts of old and new games
like: Rummikub, Hand and Foot, Pan, Settlers of
Catan, Parcheesi, Spades, Splendor, Ticket to Ride,
Uno, Mah Jongg and so much more! We meet in the
Card and Game Room at the CAC (Central Activities
Center) every Saturday at 1 p.m., and on the second
and fourth Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. There are multiple
games being played at the same time and you will
always be able to choose what game you want to play.
We are not too serious—because we play games Just
for Fun!
We have a large collection of games on hand and
players often bring new and different games as well.
If you have any games that you would like to donate
or lend to the club, please let us know.
Come check us out even if you are not good at
games, we enjoy the extra company. Everyone is
welcome to come and have a good time at the Just for
Fun Games Club. Come and have fun with us!
For more information contact me at 843-3053 or
send an email to goldguyphil@gmail.com.

Let’s Dance—Together!
nTerry Whitten

WHAT: Beginning Nightclub 2-Step partner dance
classes
WHEN: Thursday nights, Feb. 6, 13 and 20 from 6:30–
7:45 p.m.
WHERE: Lower West Rec.
COST: $10/pp for single class. $8/pp for two or more
classes purchased in advance at beginning of class.

FOR FEBRUARY ONLY

Our partner dance classes will be on Thursday
nights instead of Wednesday afternoons. Nightclub
2-Step (NC2S) is one of the easier partner dances and
can be danced to a large variety of slower ballad type
music. It can be done compactly if the dance floor is
crowded or with bigger gliding steps if there is a lot
of room.
No partners or experience are required. We will
rotate partners during the classes. We also welcome
any ladies that want to lead and any men that want
to follow.
For any questions, please email me (Terry Whitten)
at twhitten@pacbell.net or call me at (415) 265-7590
(cell.)

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆

Oakmont Music Lovers
nJudy Walker

A Portrait of Joaquin Rodrigo

In this session, Ernie Rose will present a
documentary entitled Shadows and Light–an intimate
film portrait of the blind composer Joaquin Rodrigo
at 90.
Rodrigo was Spain’s best-known 20th century
composer. His joy-filled life was also tinged with
tragedy, and his belief in demons rivaled his belief
in God. Yet his music maintains an outlook which is
as sunny as the land from which it came. His most
famous piece Concierto de Aranjuez was influenced by
both the enjoyment of his honeymoon in the Aranjuez
region, but followed soon afterwards with sadness
due to the loss of an unborn child.
Rodrigo was partially blinded by complications
from diphtheria when he was three years old. His
condition did not improve after a surgery and then
glaucoma blinded him completely. He died in Madrid
in 1998 at the age of 99.
This documentary was filmed in 1992 and at a film
festival in Prague, the jury commented, “the artistry of
this film is magnificent, and its humanity inspiring.”
WHEN: Tuesday, February 4 at 10:30 a.m.
WHERE: East Rec. COST: Free

Wii Bowling
Oakmont Lanes

nTerry Leuthner, President, and Diane Price, Vice President

Oakmont Lanes Bowling Club is a Bowling League
consisting of four-person teams that utilize Nintendo
Wii to simulate the experience of bowling without
the weight of a bowling ball. Any resident who has
the ability of holding a small remote control in their
hand while swinging their arm as if they were rolling
a bowling ball will be able to join.
Anyone interested in joining our club, either as
a team bowler or substitute, please call Terry at
538-9177 or Diane at 538-3365 or stop by the East
Recreation Center on Tuesdays from 1:30–4:30 p.m. to
see us in action. See www.oakmontlanes.com for club
information and schedules to bring cookies and to set
up/tear down equipment.
Remaining bowling date for January: Jan. 21. No
bowling Jan. 28 (fourth Tuesday).

STORAGE AREA

Thanks to Juan Fuentes we now have a storage area
at the rear of the East Rec. Juan built a custom storage
shed to store all our pipes, feet, screens and electrical
cords required to setup our bowling lanes each week.
The OVA approved our location and payed for the
materials. Thanks to OVA and Juan!

Table Tennis Club
nKeith Sauer

Table tennis enthusiasts play ping pong four days a
week at the upper West Rec., and we have lots of fun.
We play mostly doubles but you can play singles too.
Everyone is invited regardless of skill level, and there
are lots of paddles if you don’t have one. You don’t
need to bring a partner either. We try to pair up teams
so that both sides are roughly equal in expertise. There
are no dues or officers, just come—we are welcoming
and friendly. And did I say we have lots of fun?
Hours are as follows: Tuesdays 3:30–5:30 p.m.;
Wednesdays 12–2 p.m.; Thursdays 3–5 p.m.; Fridays
3–5 p.m.; Sundays 2–4 p.m. On Sundays you can also
play 12–2 p.m. if you bring your own partner.
For more information call me at 694-6574 or Ruthie
Snyder at 230-2491.

nRay Haverson

Here we are, at the beginning of a new decade, and
I want to say Happy New Year to all. I also want to
tell you what a great year Sha-Boom had in 2019 and
what a year we have coming up for 2020.
We had a great time on New Year’s Eve—165
partygoers, great Prime Rib from Zack’s Catering
along with Chicken Chardonnay, Roasted red potatoes
and Scalloped Potatoes what a fantastic dinner. Let us
not forget what a great bunch of Sha-Boom members
and guests we have in the Sha-Boom Events Club.
The Sha-Boom Events Club is now and has been the
largest club in Oakmont 700 + strong and Marie and I
want to thank you all for your support and dedication
to our club. Marie and I promise to continue bringing
all the great dinners and music for as long as we still
can.
Our gift to our members and future members due
to the size of our club is that we will not be charging
yearly dues to our members from now on. If you
want to become a member please e-mail us your
name, address, phone number and most important
your e-mail address send to haversonr@comcast.net
or you can call me at 539-6666. You will then get our
advanced information about upcoming events by
e-mail before it is in the paper that will enable you
and your party to have a better choice of seats as we
seat by the date we receive you payment. All parties
that want to sit together must have your names and
payments in one envelope. That will help us make
sure you are seated together.

Schedule of Events for 2020

March 24—The Great Mickey Gilly with Johnny
Lee. They will be performing the 40th Anniversary
Show of Urban Cowboy. Marie and I saw this show
in Laughlin Nevada and we can only say wow, every
song was a standing ovation. What fun we had! Cost
will be $55 per person. Doors will open at 5 p.m., show
will start at 6 p.m. at the Berger Center. There will be
reserved tables so you can bring your own drink and
snacks. Sit back relax and enjoy a wonderful show.
May 8—Cinco De Mayo Party. Whole new menu
by Zack’s Catering (he did our New Year’s dinner).
Free door prize drawing. Party will be at the Berger
Center. Seating will be by reservation at round tables.
Great food, great music and great fun! Doors open at
5 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m.
We have a lot more coming in future articles, so
watch for them.

Beginning Bridge Starts
Friday, January 17
nKate Hill

Brand New or Just a Little Rusty?

The newest Friday morning bridge series begins
January 17 at the Card Room in the Central Activities
Center. All classes take place on Friday mornings
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
During this seven-week course, you’ll learn how to
bid and play, how to be a thoughtful partner, and how
to relax and have fun at a game that holds endless
mystery and delight.
No partner is required. Students may enroll,
individually or with a partner, at the first class meeting
on Friday, January 17 at 9:15 a.m., or by notifying the
instructor (contact info below) prior to that date. Cost
is $85 (includes text). Classes run consecutively from
January 17 through March 6, except for a one-week
hiatus on February 21.
For more information contact me at kate.hill@
sbcglobal.net or 545-3664.
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nDoc Savarese

Pickleball Corner

Current Events
Discussion Group

New Year Resolutions

Every year around this time many people consider
New Year’s Resolutions hoping to spark change.
It’s a good chance that one or more of the common
resolutions listed below is familiar, and like me,
once the exuberance of the new year subsides many
struggle to execute their goals. In fact, more than half
of us will be unsuccessful.
Common goals: Lose weight/get fit, quit smoking,
learn something new, get organized, eat healthier/
diet, read more, spend more time with family,
volunteer, save money/spend less money, be less
stressed, travel to new places, drink less alcohol.
If you are one of those, like many of us, who fail to
achieve their aspirations, here are some suggestions:
1. Mentally prepare for change: it’s important to
stay positive and make gradual changes.
2. Set a goal that motivates you: make sure your
resolution aligns where there is value or benefit to you.
3. Limit resolutions to a manageable amount: it
is better to do one resolution well than multiple
resolutions poorly.
4. Be specific: give yourself a time frame and don’t
bite off more than you can chew.
5. Write down your goals: a written journal is a
constant reminder for continued action.
6. Automate if possible: apps have the ability to
schedule reminders and to monitor your progress.
7. If you fall off track, get back on quickly: set backs
are common but if handled correctly will not erode
your goal.
Below is a survey of some OPC members:
Maggie Schmidt: Started Intimate Fasting (come
on, Maggie knows it’s Intermittent Fasting) as a
nutritional strategy to improve health.

The Future of Oakmont
Smarter Living Today
and Tomorrow
nMarilyn Pahr

Are You Digital Ready for the Next
PSPS, Fire or Earthquake Event?

Your smartphone and technology can help you
prepare for the next emergency and help keep you
safe. Even an inexpensive used smart phone can
provide you with the alerts you need.
• Take a class through the Oakmont Technology
Learning Center to learn how to use a smartphone—
www.oakmont-learning.org.
• Get comfortable sending and receiving text
messages.
• Sign up for Nixle and SoCoAlerts.
• Be sure PG&E has your current contact
information—if you have lifesaving medical
equipment, verify PG&E has you registered with
their Medical Baseline Allowance Program.
• Create free accounts on Nextdoor or Twitter to get
neighborhood info.
• Be familiar with your local TV and Radio stations.
• Visit www.socoemergency.org—for staying
informed, to sign up for alerts, for links to download
mobile apps.
Attend the upcoming OEPC Resident Forum
presentation regarding plans for power outages on
Thursday, January 23 at 2 p.m. at the Berger.
Be Oakmont Ready and take charge of your safety!
Next Meeting: February 12, 5–7 p.m., East Rec.
Topic—Internet Security.
If you want to be on our email list, send your email
to futureoakmont@gmail.com.

nTina Lewis

The Current Events Group consists of lively
discussions of current events, from local to international.
Informed comments are voiced from across the political
spectrum, from liberals to conservatives. Some prefer
to just listen and learn, others offer to moderate.
Whatever your comfort level, you will be welcomed
when you join us. The discussions are moderated
by volunteers within the group, and microphones
are passed around to enable everyone to hear. A $1
donation is requested.
Cartoon by Peter Copen.

Fred Merrill: no immediate resolution came to mind.
Peter Copen: Makes no resolutions in order to avoid
failure. Only makes intentions with no commitment
to action.
Melissa Bowers: Started no sugar consumption at
home with a goal to feel more healthy (only problem
is they eat out five days a week).
Jay Diment: Keep being active with primary interest
in maintaining healthy habits rather than changing
them.
Connie Mederios: No resolutions.
The conclusion of the limited survey is that maybe
when we reach a certain age, we no longer concern
ourselves with resolutions preferring to live life to its
fullest every day. What do you think? Happy New
Year!
Reminder: It’s time to renew your OPC membership

OAKMONT PICKLEBALL
PLAY INFORMATION

WHERE: East Rec. Center lower courts, Courts #1
and #4
WHEN: New players (strictly beginners) Introduction
to Pickleball and Coached Play (for beginners and
novices), Tuesday from 9–10 a.m.
ATTIRE: Court shoes with non-marking soles
EQUIPMENT: Balls are provided. Loaner paddles
are available for introduction and coached play. These
balls and paddles are for use only on the Oakmont
Pickleball courts.
WEBSITE: https://oakmontpickleball.shutterfly.com
NEW PLAYER CONTACT: Pauly Uhr, richuhr@
gmail.com, 984-4186; and/or Nancy Lande, Nancy_
lande@comcast.net, 978-2998

SIR Robert Ripley
Branch #53
nAl Haggerty

NO-COST CAPTION PHONE

Stan Dennison, a specialist in the provisions of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, will explain how
those with hearing problems can receive a caption
phone at no cost at the Jan. 22 luncheon of Sons in
Retirement Branch #53 at the East Recreation Center.
The phones, which provide a read-out of the
caller’s words, are provided free of charge under Title
IV of the ADA, which mandates a nationwide system
of telecommunications relay services to make the
telephone network accessible to people who are deaf
or hard of hearing or who have speech impairments.
SIR Branch #53 meets on the fourth Wednesday of
each month at the East Rec. Center, 7902 Oakmont
Drive. A social hour starts at 11 a.m. with luncheon at
noon catered by A La Heart Catering. Any Oakmont
man interested in attending this presentation and/
or membership should contact Dave McCuan at 5393028. Ladies are welcome at 1 p.m. to hear the speaker.

moderators

January 17: Bernie Palk
January 24: David Dearden
January 31: Ed Sutter
Join us on Fridays at East Rec. from 1–2:30 p.m. and
bring ideas of what you’d like to discuss.
For more information call 539-5546 or send an email
to tinalewis31@comcast.net.

Rovers RV Club
nJeff Hickman. President

Presidents Dinner

The Oakmont Rovers RV Club will celebrate 50
years serving the recreational vehicle owners of
Oakmont this year. The first event by the club for the
year will be the annual Presidents Dinner to be held
on Thursday, February 6 in the Fireside Room in the
Berger Center. Happy hour starts at 5 p.m. with hors
d’oeuvres and BYO beverages with dinner to follow
about 6 p.m.
All Oakmont residents who own an RV or are
planning to purchase one are invited to join. If you
are not a member and wish to attend, please contact
me at jeff@hickman.cc or 703-9901. In addition to the
Presidents Dinner, we also host potlucks in the spring
and fall and a picnic during the summer.
In 2019 the club also conducted a number of RV
trips in California and beyond. At the end of April,
a group traveled to far-away Olema for some coastal
relaxation. In June we ventured to McCloud near
Mt. Shasta for hiking and sightseeing and from there
we traveled to the Rogue River Valley for a jet boat
ride and a tour of the Harry and David factory. The
subsequent visit to the Harry and David’s outlet
store in Medford was welcomed by all. August saw
another local coastal visit, this time to Casini Ranch
in Duncan’s Mills. Next up was a visit to Grass Valley
at the end of September for KCMR’s Celtic Festival
and the gold country sites in nearby Nevada City. A
planned trip to some of the National Parks in Utah
was cancelled for a myriad of reasons, none of which
will be presented here.
Trips for 2020 have not yet been finalized so there
is still time for you to suggest destinations. Current
suggestions include Pinnacles National Park and
Paso Robles, Jackson, Willits and Benbow, Hat Creek
and Lassen NP and local favorites Olema, Bodega Bay,
and Casini Ranch. Come to the Presidents Dinner and
join the discussion.
For more information, check us out at
OakmontRovers.com.
We hope to see you!

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆
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Interval Training

Movement Disorders
Support Group

nJohn Phillips
nCharlene Bunas

WHAT: YMCA Healthy Living—free classes by JoRene
WHEN: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 9–10
a.m. No class Jan. 31
WHERE: Berger Center
According to Brad Zomick contributing writer for
goskills.com, the number one New Year’s resolution
is “exercise more.” The article does not define “more,”
or for that matter, “exercise.” It does, however,
encourage the goal-maker to “make the resolution
attainable.” For example, “more” could mean “more”
effort in exercising or perhaps “more” time spent
exercising.
Oakmont Health Initiative is a good way to up your
exercise to “more.” Leader and inspiration, JoRene,
encourages realistic goals, caution and common sense.
Three hours a week is a start. Come and find “more.”
Equipment: Non-skid yoga mats, knee pad, 3#
hand weights, athletic shoes that are supportive but
not too grippy. Water bottle—hydration revitalizes.
Fragrance-free, please. Share the floor with
kindness.
Word to the wise: For your safety, good balance
and lateral movement are needed for quick aerobic
moves. A fall may cause serious injury. Please check
with your doctor prior to beginning this or any
exercise regimen. All Free Fitness Classes are too large
to accommodate those who need special supervision.
If you have shoulder, back, knee problems, anything
that is painful, it is advisable to join a smaller, wellsupervised class first, and consult a personal trainer
or medical professional to learn modifications that
are suitable to your condition. Participants need to
use their judgment and body awareness, altering
each exercise to prevent injury. Be careful dear ones.

Balance and Strength
Building

nBetsy Smith

WHO: Those who want to start a fitness program,
improve or stay fit
WHAT: Strength and Balance class using weights,
large balls, little balls, and bands
WHEN: Thursdays, 4:30–5:30 p.m.
WHERE: West Rec. Center downstairs
COST: $8 per class or four classes for $25 or eight
classes for $50
WHY: To enjoy keeping fit with friends while working
out to catchy music and from your fitness base. You
should be able to get up and down from the floor.
INFO: Bring yourself, water, mat, weights, and a
large ball you can sit on if you have them.
INSTRUCTOR: Betsy Smith, bsmith@sonic.net

Zentangle™ Art Classes
Are for You!
nBetsy Smith, Instructor

WHO: Anyone who wants to explore being creative
WHAT: If you can draw a dot, line, squiggly, circle or
square, etc., you can do the Zentangle™ Art Method.
We use repeated patterns to create art pieces. Anyone
can do it “one stroke at a time!”
WHEN: Second and fourth Mondays—January 13
and 27
WHERE: Central Activity Center Art Room
TIME: 4:30–6 p.m. COST: $10 per class
INFO: All supplies provided. Be sure to register
before class starts to reserve a space. Please email
Betsy at bsmith@sonic.net.

Studies have shown that Interval Training helps
keep us young and active and promotes weight loss
more than any other activity including cardiovascular
work. If you need some new ideas on how to work
out, then you may want to check out our Interval
Training class.
It takes place on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at the Lower West Recreation Center at 2 p.m.
Equipment needed: lite hand weights, a non-slip mat
and water, and the ability to get off the floor.
The first session is free, drop-in fee is $8 or you
receive 10 sessions for $64.

nBetsy Smith

Aerobics Class

This class is for those who want to start a fitness
program or stay fit!
WHAT: Low impact aerobics class
WHEN: Tuesdays.
TIME: 4:30–5:30 p.m.
WHERE: West Rec. Center downstairs
COST: $8 per class or four classes for $25 or eight
classes for $50
WHY: To enjoy keeping fit with friends while working
out to catchy music and from your aerobics base. You
should be able to get up and down from the floor.
INFO: Bring yourself, water, mat, weights
INSTRUCTOR: Betsy Smith, bsmith@sonic.net

SRJC Balance
and Strength Classes
nMary Hastings, Instructor

Spring semester began Monday, January 13.
WHAT: Basic Balance and Strength
WHEN: Fridays at 9:30 a.m.
WHERE: Upper West Rec. Center
Registration will take place with the instructor the
day of your first class.
Chairs are available. Therabands are used for
strength exercises. Bring your own or purchase one
for $5 from me.
WHAT: Advanced Balance and Strength
WHEN: Tuesdays at 2 p.m., Thursdays at 1 p.m.
WHERE: Lower West Rec. Center FEE: Free
Chairs are available. Therabands used for strength
exercises. This class is designed to take basic balance
exercises and incorporate movement.

nTom Kelley

nTrula LaCalle

The next meeting of the Movement Disorders
Support group will be held on Saturday, January
25, at 1 p.m. in room B at the CAC. We meet on the
fourth Saturday of each month. The meeting will be
facilitated by Richard Duncan and me—both of us
have life experience with movement disorders.
If you can benefit from learning from your peers
how to live life to the fullest when challenged by a
neuro-muscular disorder that may impair bodily
functions such as gait, response time, balance,
steadiness, muscular flexibility, vocal volume, clarity
of speech, rate of movement, depth perception, ability
to estimate time, sleep, appetite and more, this group
may be helpful to you.
For questions or to register in this no-fee support
group, email your name, address and phone to me at
LetsGetMovingOakmont@gmail.com.

r Fitness
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nValerie Hulsey

If you made new year resolutions to get fit why not
join us at the West Pool for the best Water Aerobics
class you have ever experienced. If you are not
already a member you will automatically become a
member of Mary’s Polar Bear Club just by showing
up and giving the pool a try. Although the mornings
are a little colder the water is warm so no excuses for
skipping this very beneficial exercise class.
Now is the time to think about purchasing a warm
Swim Parka or warm robe to wear when you get out
of the pool. Amazon.com has them in all sizes and
price ranges. Or you can google “Swim Parkas” and
you will find many other stores to choose from.
No special equipment is needed when you start—
plenty of buoys and noodles you can borrow.
The SRJC Classes resumed on January 13 so see the
schedule below. The no-fee classes shown are paid for
by the Santa Rosa Junior College Adult Program and
the other classes are an $8 drop-in fee.

Mary’s REGULAR
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

Monday: 9 a.m. $8; 10 a.m. no-fee SRJC class
Tuesday: 9 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. no-fee SRJC class
Wednesday: 9 a.m. $8; 10 a.m. no-fee SRJC class
Thursday: 9 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. no-fee SRJC class

Fitness Club

Why Join the Fitness Club?

One of the many advantages of living in Oakmont
Village is the Fitness Center, which promotes exercise
and active lifestyles. The Fitness Center Club is
composed of residents who want to make the experience
the best it can be for all users and has a board that
advises the OVA on how to best support the gym.
The $30 per person voluntary annual membership

fee is used to help purchase new equipment, plus
provide additional instruction from our personal
trainer, John Phillips. Also, because we enjoy a good
time, there is an annual catered Spring picnic and a
sponsored holiday dinner/dance in December.
Why not make the Fitness Center as functional
and comfortable as the commercial clubs that charge
hundreds of dollars per year? See you at the gym!

Fitness Center Club Membership Form

Complete this form and make a check for $30 per person for the 2020 calendar year payable to Oakmont
Fitness Center Club. The form should be returned to the office at the Fitness Center or to the Fitness Center
folder at the OVA. Thank you for joining Oakmonters who support the Fitness Center.
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
Email ________________________________________________ Phone __________________________________
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Star of the Valley Parish

Canine Club

nPete Hardy

nRandi Hulce

Canine Club Meetings
and Membership

Three meetings scheduled for this year: times, dates
and locations are listed below:
Please note that our meeting time has changed to
an earlier start time for this year, so as not to conflict
with your evening plans. Each meeting will have a
door prize and guest speaker.
If you have not renewed your membership yet for
2020, do drop off your check in our folder in the OVA
office. Or you can bring your checkbook or cash to the
January meeting and still be eligible for the drawing.
Annual Dues are $12/individual $20/household.
Membership forms for new members are always
available in our folder at the OVA office or download
from our website: www.oakmontcanineclub.org.
Meeting dates 2020—guest visitors are always
welcome! January 29, 2–4 p.m., East Rec. Center; May
20: 3–5 p.m., East Rec. Center; September 30: 2–4 p.m.,
East Rec. Center.

What’s Happening
with the Dog Park?

Looks like construction will start early this year,
pending city permit approvals and contractor
approval by the OVA Board (of course, weather and
contractor’s schedule may impact the timeline). If
all goes well, we hope to have a dog park to enjoy
perhaps as early as this spring!

nPastor Brinda

Hello Beloved Community,
We are two weeks into the New Year, how is it going
so far? Are you seeing things clearer in 2020? Before
the holidays, I went to the eye doctor and found out
just how bad my eyes have gotten. With my glasses
on I can see more clearly. Yet, there are other things in
my life that seem much hazier.
What my future will look like, where my career will
take me, how good mine and family’s health will be.
These are all things of great importance to me and
yet, so often, it all looks unclear. I have heard many
people say, “I didn’t think life would be like this.”
None of us can see beyond a time we have never
perceived before. Sometimes along the journey of life
things get difficult and that is when we need 2020
vision. But not the vision to see the outcome, but the
vision to see God.
I often look to the future and notice only blurry
visions or a fuzziness of my own reflection as I try to
see ahead of today. If I continue to focus on my own
needs and pleasures, I will find that haziness remains.
However, if I am willing to look beyond myself, and
see everything through God’s eyes, I know that while
still unclear, my future is safe and fulfilled in God’s
hands. May God be clearer for each of you in 2020.
The members of Oakmont Community Church
look forward to worshipping and serving with you
in this New Year.

Did You Save These Dates?

“Yappy Hour:” Starting in February we will meet
at a designated location in Oakmont, walk and chat
with our four-legged friends and fellow members,
and get some exercise ourselves while we’re at it.
February 13, 3–4 p.m., meet at Berger Plaza Parking
Lot
April 16, 3–4 p.m., meet at East Rec. Parking Lot
June 11, 3–4 p.m., meet at West Rec. Picnic Area
Parking Lot
August 13, 3–4 p.m., meet at Quail Inn Parking Lot
October 15, 3–4 p.m., meet at Berger Plaza Parking
Lot
Picnics: We are having two picnics in 2020—one is
a make-up for our cancelled Nov. 2019 picnic and the
other will be our 3rd Annual Canine Club Picnic.
March 28, 12–2 p.m., West Rec. Center (indoors)
November 7, 12–2 p.m., West Rec. Picnic Area
WOOF!

Oakmont Cat Care
Cooperative
nMary Ellen King, List Coordinator

Looking for care for kitty when you’re away? Join
the Oakmont Cat Care Cooperative.
It’s free! Cat Care Co-op members share care and
feeding for kitty when you travel or must be away.
It’s easy! Just contact a fellow list member and
arrange for care between you. We have members all
around Oakmont.
It works! The more members we have, the easier it
is to find help when you need it. So join today!
For more information and to put your name on the
list contact me at 849-1581.

50+ Years of Ministry Service

Tuesday Bible Study at the Oakmont Garden: 1:30
p.m.—The Psalms
Wednesday Bible Study at the OVA office, Suite B:
10:30 a.m.—Book of John
Sunday Worship Services at the East Rec Center at
10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service for the Oakmont Gardens
for residents at 1 p.m.
How can we serve you? Need Prayer, hospital
visit, or communion? Call me at 595-0166. The
Church Office/Manse: 6687 Oakmont Dr. Website:
occsantarosa.org.

Travel and Adventure Club
nSeptember Holstad

Reminder: The Travel and Adventure Club has
changed to a new time! We will still meet at the West
Rec. Center, we will still meet on the first Monday of
the month, but we will now meet at 3 p.m. Our next
meeting dates are February 3 and March 2. I’m excited
about this time change because it will allow many of
you who have early evening activities to join us.
If you are interested in travel and want to hear what
various travel companies have to offer, drop by our
meetings. Presentations and club membership are
free and there is no high-pressure selling.

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆

Bingo

WHEN: Wednesday, January 22
TIME: 4 p.m.
WHERE: Star of the Valley Parish Center, 495 White
Oak Dr.
COST: Bingo Cards $2 each; black out pays $100.
Baked potato bar with chili and dessert $8
All are welcome. If you don’t play bingo, come for
dinner at 5:15 p.m.

SUPER BOWL PARTY
8’ X 8’ Screen, Live Streaming

WHEN: Sunday, February 2
TIME: Doors open 2:30 p.m., game starts 3:15 p.m.
FOOD: First half—chips, dip and nachos; HalfTime—Miller Hot Dogs, potato salad, chili
COST: $8. Football Pools—100 Squares; $1, $5, cash
prizes awarded each quarter; beer and wine available
at a nominal charge
Don’t miss the fun! All are welcome.

Drop-In Chess
nRichard Duncan

The Drop-In Chess players meet on Tuesday
afternoons between 1–4:30 p.m. in the Card Room
at the Central Activity Center, 310 White Oak Drive.
Beginners are welcome and there are no fees or cost—
just your time as you see fit. Bring a board and chess
set if you have one. The atmosphere is casual and
players of varying proficiency, both men and women,
take part in these games.
If you have not played chess in a while, are new
to our Oakmont community, or are just curious and
would like to know more about the “Game of Kings,”
drop in and check us out. If you have any questions
or would like to know more, feel free to contact us at
richardgduncan@comcast.net or at 707-225-0661.

Duplicate Bridge
Twice a Week

nJackie Reinhardt

The Duplicate Bridge Club has two games a week:
6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 12:30 p.m. on Fridays, all in
the card room of the Central Activity Center. It is a
friendly, low-key group who enjoy a more challenging
way of playing bridge. There is a small fee, currently
$4 per person, which pays for a professional club
director who organizes the game and pays for our
club membership with the American Contract Bridge
League.
If you enjoy bridge and want a fun, friendly
and competitive way to improve your skills, bring
your partner and try us out. Or if you don’t have
a partner, call Wally Schilpp at 538-4293. Another
plus, if you’re an ACBL member, is that you can
collect master points when you win since this is
a sanctioned game. You’ll also be able to see your
results online.
What is Duplicate? In rubber bridge, a new hand
is dealt every time, and a player’s score often
reflects quite a bit of luck. In duplicate bridge the
hands are dealt only once, and then played by
nearly everyone. Your overall score is based on how
well you do with each hand compared to everyone
else who played those hands. Another significant
difference is that bidding is silent, using a bidding
box.
First-time players may play for free.
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Oakmont Garden Club
nPatty McHugh

“The gardening season officially begins on January
1st and ends on December 31st.”—Marie Huston

JANUARY MEETING

WHEN AND WHERE: Tuesday, January 21, Berger
Center
TIME: Tea and Social at 9:30, followed by speaker
from 10–11:15 a.m.
Marjorie MacLeod from MacLeod Family Vineyards
will speak on grape-growing and winemaking, as
well as the history of the vineyard and the family’s
passion. MacLeod Family Vineyards is a fourthgeneration family-owned vineyard. The winery was
begun in 1974 with the clearing of ancient fruit trees,
rocks and scrub on the family ranch in Kenwood and
today produces award-winning wines.

nLinda and Don McPherson

Bocce Club

DUES BY JANUARY 31

The schedule of events and tournaments for 2020
will be available soon. Our 2020 Season tournament

play kicks off with the annual Valentine’s Day
Tourney in February.
Bocce Club play continues throughout the winter
months. The three West Rec. bocce courts are reserved
for club play Monday through Saturday from 1 p.m.
until all club matches have ended.
Interested in playing or learning? We welcome
new players on all club play days—no experience
required! The chip draw for teams and courts is at
12:45. View the Bocce Club webpage (OVA login
required):
https://oakmontvillage.com/article/
category/clubs/bocce/

Even in rainy season, fair weather brings out a crowd.

Players draw chips for randomly assigned teams and courts.

We want the 2020 Roster, which will be available to
all club members, to be accurate including all current
contact information, so if you haven’t yet done so
please complete the 2020 Dues Form below and place
it together with your check (no cash) for $15 per
member in the Bocce Club folder at the OVA office by
January 31.

EVENTS IN THE NEW YEAR

UPCOMING

February: Denise and Renee from Prickets Nursery
will speak about indoor plants and their care.
March: Sonoma County Regional Parks presentation
by Irma Cuevas, Community Engagement
Coordinator.

THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN

We wrote about rose and deciduous shrub and tree
pruning in the first column this month. This is also the
time for fruit tree pruning. I won’t offer any advice,
suggestions, commentary, etc. on the pruning of fruit
trees as it can be different for different types. Incorrect
pruning could result in little or no fruit production
for the season. If you’re not sure just how to do this,
you may want to attend a workshop on fruit tree
pruning—Master Gardeners and some nurseries
usually hold workshops this time of year.
• Keep up on protection from the danger of frost on
your non-hardy plants.
• This is a good month to cut back your ornamental
grasses, before they start new growth for the year.
This happens early so do so as early as you can—by
the end of February it’s usually too late.
• After the busy and long holiday season I’ll bet
you still have some garden clean-up to attend to. So
as not to harbor unwanted pests and mold, bundle up
and get out there.

GARDENING FOR THE ELDERLY

Gardeners will always love their gardens but as we
age, we just can’t garden with the same passion we
once had. It may be time to start thinking of ways we
can transform our garden so that we can continue our
gardening activities. Adding benches in the shade for
a brief respite, creating narrow raised beds for easier
access, making vertical gardens to reduce the need
for bending and more container gardening will help
immensely.
Some gardeners will want to do away with many of
the plants in their garden that require deadheading,
monthly fertilizing, pest control or seasonal pruning
and opt for leaving only the hardy shrubs, succulents,
trees and conifers that perform without much tending.
For those gardeners a switch to container gardening
for the flowers, herbs and vegetables they so love is a
good alternative.

REMINDER

Have you paid your annual dues yet? Dues for 2020
are $15 per household. You may pay at the January
meeting or place your check in the Garden Club
folder at the OVA. Thank you for your membership!

Oakmont Bocce Club Membership Form—2020

Please print legibly.

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone(s) _______________________________ Email(s)________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________
$15 per person annual dues payable by check (no cash) to “Oakmont Bocce Club” should be left together
with this form in the Bocce Club file folder at the OVA office. Bocce Club name badge order forms also are
available at the courts and in the OVA Bocce Club folder. Ordered badges are available after the first week of
each month in the name badge basket at the Bocce Shed.

nBarbara Bowman

Movies At Oakmont
WHERE: Berger Center
SCREENING DAYS AND TIMES: Sundays at 2 and 7 p.m.
HOSTS: Barbara Bowman, Ernie Erler, Al Haggerty, Carol Haggerty, Mike McInnis
and Jeff Neuman.
NOTE: All films are shown with English subtitles when possible, free of charge—
compliments of the OVA.

January 19, 2 and 7 pm
IMMORTAL BELOVED

In concert with Life Long Learning’s class Beethoven and the Romantics, MAO screens this
beautifully photographed and scored film. Upon Ludwig von Beethoven’s (Gary Oldman)
death, his lifelong friend sets out to learn the identity of the composer’s mysterious muse
after uncovering love letters addressed to her only as “immortal beloved.” The film gives us
glimpses of Beethoven’s relationship with women, particularly his close relationship with
two countesses. A powerful performance by Oldman. (2004), PG, 105 minutes.

January 26, 2 and 7 PM
EUROPA EUROPA

This acclaimed film was originally scheduled to be shown earlier in the year in association
with LLL. As World War II splits Europe, 16-year-old German Jew Salomon is separated
from his family after fleeing with them to Poland, and finds himself reluctantly assuming
various ideological identities in order to hide the deadly secret of his Jewishness. A Golden
Globe for Best Foreign Language Film, its screenplay was nominated for an Oscar. (1991), R
(Holocaust issues), 103 minutes. (In German)

February 2
NO FILMS SHOWN: ENJOY THE SUPER BOWL!
For Your Refrigerator/Wallet

Sunday, January 19, 2 and 7 p.m.: Immortal Beloved, (2004), PG, 105 minutes.
Sunday, January 26, 2 and 7 p.m.: Europa Europa, (1991), R, 103 minutes.
Sunday, February 2: No films shown, Super Bowl Sunday
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CLASSIFIEDS
HERITAGE ROOFING CO.

Specializing in residential re-roofing.
Top quality workmanship. Honest and
reliable. Oakmont references. Free
estimates. Lic. #673839. 539-4498.

PAINTING, WALLPAPERING,
FAUX FINISHES

GOLF CARTS

Huge selection of value-priced, new,
used and re-conditioned golf carts for
sale. Professional repairs, service. Many
years servicing our friends in Oakmont.
584-5488.

FIREPLACE CLEANING
AND SERVICE

Reasonable rates, free estimates,
Oakmont references. Lic. #573530.
Gary Luurs, 528-8489.

A SENIOR HELPING SENIORS

All home repairs. Everything from fixing
that leaking toilet to hanging pictures,
to replacing that broken light switch.
Serving the Santa Rosa area since 1985.
$35 per hour. Quality workmanship and
excellent ref. Just make a “to do” list and
call me. Local Oakmont references on
request. 888-2013.

BABE’S TRANSPORTATION

A personal transportation service for
airports, cruises and vacations. Call for
reservations. Plus Babe is on the road
again for local doctor visits, shopping, etc.
Call Stephany at 545-2850.

CHRISTO LIMO

Commercially licensed, transportation for
Oakmont residents. P.U.C. 32055 owneroperated with several years experience.
Oakmont homeowner too. Call Chris,
(707) 206-5018.

Warming Trends has been cleaning,
servicing and installing fireplaces,
stoves and inserts for 30 years. Call
578-9276 for any fireplace needs.

BODEN PLUMBING,
HEATING AND AIR

For all your plumbing and heating
needs. Local plumbers in business since
the late 20th century, licensed, bonded
and insured. Same day service is often
available. Money-saving coupons!
CA Lic. #659920. Please call
(707) 996-8683 or go to
www.BodenPlumbing.com.

COMPUTER OOPS??

Oakmont Onsite Personal Computer
Services. Call Chuck for all things
computer. VOM Rotary member, computer
instructor. References available, many
satisfied Oakmont customers.
$50/hr. 293-8011.

COOL CUTS HAIR SALON

ENTRY DOORS

MARTHA L PROFESSIONAL
HOUSE CLEANING

HANDYPERSON

No appointment for haircuts. Coloring,
perms, styling. Great people, great prices.
Open 7 days. 140 Calistoga Rd., Santa
Rosa. www.coolcutshair.com. 538-3277.

Home, office, move-outs. Window, bed
linens and much more. 19+ years of
experience. References upon request.
548-9482 or marthal1041@att.net.

WC’S LOCKS AND KEYS

Professional, experienced locksmith for all
your security needs. Senior discount. Call
today! 539-6268. Wayne Carrington,
LCO #2411.

CARPET, UPHOLSTERY
AND TILE CLEANING

Gavin Anderson, local Sonoma resident.
18 years experience. Senior pricing. Free
estimates. Call 935-6334.

REPAIRS PILING UP? CALL RAY

No job too big or too small. Heating,
water heaters, plumbing, electrical,
drywall, patching, painting, appliance
repairs, honey do’s, etc. Quality and
affordable. Ray, (707) 280-2699.

FOR ALL YOUR PAINTING NEEDS

Established 1963. Old fashion haircuts
at a reasonable price. No appointment
needed. 120 Calistoga Rd—down the
breeze way by Safeway.

Quality affordable work at reasonable
rates. Interior painting including rooms,
cabinets, railings, decks, fencing. Pressure
washing and more. Call Michelle,
(707) 378-3600.

Remodeling, kitchens and baths.
Reasonable rates. Small jobs OK.
Free estimates. Lic. #428073.
Call 996-1454.

NOTARY PUBLIC

PAINTER/HANDYMAN

HONEST, RELIABLE
AND LOVING CAREGIVER

SUE CARRELL & ASSOCIATES

B&J CONSTRUCTION
BRUCE JOHNSON,
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ST. FRANCIS BARBER SHOP

Oakmont resident, retired Escrow Officer.
Carol Palombino, 953-8324, carolpal3@
yahoo.com.

Experience with home health/hospice
care, dementia, Alzheimer’s and bedbound patients. Attentive and respectful
care for seniors or just companionship.
Nights, weekends and 24-hour team care
available. Fingerprinted with excellent
references. Martha Lorenzo, (707)
308-8802.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Offering tenant placement. Managed
accounts provide service to tenants and
owners for repairs, periodic inspections,
accounting and monthly reports. (707)
282-9268 (office), (707) 291-3655 (cell).

Oakmont News Classified Rates
• Classified ads of 150 spaces or less, (payment
to accompany this form) $25 per insert
• Pre-paid standing ads of 150 spaces or less,
for a period of 3 months (6 issues) $120
• Pre-paid standing ads of 150 spaces or less,
for a period of 6 months (12 issues) $216
• Pre-paid standing ads of 150 spaces or less,
for a period of 1 year (24 issues) $384
A space is a letter (including those in the heading),
punctuation mark, and a space between the words
in the ad. Additional $4 for the next 40 or less spaces.
Whenever applicable, CA state license or certification
number must be included.
DEADLINE: 10 days prior to publication.

Interior/Exterior. 30 yrs. experience.
Single rooms or full interiors. Friendly and
honest. Morse Painting. Lic. #656306. Call
Dan, (707) 799-5823.

GARAGE DOOR SERVICES

Locally owned and operated Dependable
Doors offers full servicing, repair, and
replacement of garage doors and motors.
Call Casey at (707) 775-8009 for all of
your garage door needs. Lic. #1016951.

Local professional installation. Wood and
Fiberglass Doors. Free estimates. Call Brad
Chiaravalle, 539-3196. View photos at
www.doorbeautiful.com. Lic #527924.
Little fix-its and knotty problems. All
trades repairs. Electrical and plumbing
fixtures, carpentry, assemblies, labor. 30
years helping Oakmont. Lic. #560098.
Jay Williamson, 539-5217.

We bring a mobile gym with personal
trainers from Sonoma Valley directly to
your home or outdoor. Now training is
easy! Let us map your fitness plan to help
you achieve your goals. Danielly was
elected one of the top 3 personal trainers
of Sonoma Valley Best Professionals 2018.
Danielly Rocha-Lanter, (707) 343-5777.

HOUSESITTING

DECKS, FENCES, KITCHENS
AND BATHROOMS

Finish carpentry and general construction.
Licensed, bonded and insured. CA Lic.
#1044479. Call 843-9469 or
(707) 393-9748.

NOSE TO NOSE PET SITTING

Are you going out of town? I will manage
your local affairs: e.g., mail, forwarding,
water plants, coordinate vendors, and
assure peace of mind. Need some other
help, I’m flexible and open, just ask!
Insured by Lloyds of London, and former
OVA staff. Marsha 707-494-3504

ONE WAY PLUMBING, INC.

Dependable, experts serving you and your
neighbors with excellence and integrity
for over 20 years. Licensed, bonded and
insured. Senior discounts available. CA
Lic. #854537. Find us on the web at www.
onewayplumb.net or call us at 537-1308
for all your plumbing needs.

The best care for your best friends.
Cat care. Daily visits. Overnight
companionship. Insured and bonded.
Profile and referrals at petsit.com.
Alix Moline, 637-6267.

ERIC WILSON,
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

YOUR PERSONAL CAREGIVER
AND ADVOCATE QUALIFIED TO
CARE FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

Remodeling specialists. Kitchens, baths,
roofing, plumbing and electrical. Fire and
water damage repair. Quality service,
reasonable rates. Proudly serving locally
for over 25 years. Free estimates. Lic.
#669482. Call today (707) 328-3555.

Available 24/7 (w/backup, if needed).
20+ yrs. of honest, reliable, competent
experience. Native Californian, bonded,
fingerprinted and DMV clear. Specialize
in Alzheimer’s. A flat rate for 24-hr or
overnight care. Starla, (925) 698-6312.

WINDOW WASHING,
GUTTER CLEANING

HELPER AVAILABLE

Also, pressure washing and Gutter Guard
installation. Careful, professional and
reliable. Free estimates. Call Alex, (707)
291-0429.

Home or personal—can be of assistance
with most, if not all, of your needs.
Available M, W, Th, F afternoons. Excellent
references. Call (707) 536-5734 (cell).

REAL ESTATE CLIENT REBATES

HELLO FUN! (ALL AGES)

Dean Mitchell RE Broker offers generous
rebates. Go to deanmitchell.com, see bio
and testimonials. (707) 477-2593. DRE
#01095182.

GARDEN TRIMMING

DANIELLY’S FITNESS

Electric Bikes for all riders. Trusted brand,
5-year warranty. Local delivery and
service. Pedegosantarosa.com. Call Colin,
(707) 540-0253.

Trees, hedges, shrubs done with an
emphasis upon a natural look. Since 2007.
Richard, 833-1806. Oakmont.

Classified Order Form

Oakmont News

NAME_________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________
CITY, ZIP_______________________________________
$__________ Check, Money Order or Cash
HEADLINE_______________________________________
____________________________________________
BODY TEXT______________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

…is owned by the Oakmont Village Association which,
through its board, sets editorial policy.
The OVA has contracted with CJM Productions to handle
typesetting, layout, printing and free distribution of the
Oakmont News, the latter by U.S. mail, to each home via 3rd
class mail.
CJM Productions also handles advertising for the Oakmont
News.
CJM Productions and the Oakmont Village Association
assume no responsibility for the content of any ads that
appear in the Oakmont News nor do we endorse or recommend
any product or service advertised herein.
CA law requires all CA licensed contractors to list their
license number in their service advertisements. CA law also
requires contractors performing work totaling $500+ (incl.
materials & labor) must be licensed by the Contractor State
License Board (CSLB) to work in California. For information
contact the Contractor’s State License Board at
www.cslb.ca.gov.

MAIL TO: CJM Productions, 2105 Longhorn Circle, Santa Rosa, CA 95401
Tel (707) 206-1957• cjmprod567@gmail.com
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Oakmont Village Association
oakmont village association

maintenance Office

Hours: M–F 9 AM–5 PM—Open during lunch
Tel 539-1611
6637 Oakmont Dr., Ste. A
OVA E-mail: askova@oakmontvillage.com
Website: www.oakmontvillage.com
Go to the members only page to view the monthly calendar,
Board Meeting Minutes, criminal activity information and more.

Gas Shut-off Wrench.....................................$9
Tennis COurt Key.............................................$2
Vials for Life...............................................FREE
resident access card..............................$25 EA
replacements......................................$25 ea
Guest access card..................................$25 ea
Emergency Contacts for Residents
This form is confidential and used only in case of
an emergency to notify your named contacts.

Bulletin Boards

There are three OVA bulletin boards, one at each
recreation center, where OVA events can be posted.
Please bring in notices to the Events Coordinator
at the OVA Office. Size is limited to 8.5"x5.5".
Items “For Sale”, “For Rent” or “Want to Buy” can
be put on a 3"x5" card and left at the OVA Office.

locker rentals

Annual Locker Fee $30 (January 1–December 31). If
you wish to rent a locker, come to the OVA office and
give us a check, your information and the number of
the locker you want to rent. You provide the lock. We
can prorate the annual fee. Daily use lockers are free.
NOTICE: Weekly locker inspections are done by OVA
Maintenance. Locks could be sawed off with no prior
notice and locker contents removed on all unpaid
lockers. Items will be held in OVA Maintenance office
for 30 days.
If you have any questions, please contact the OVA
Office M-F 539-1611

GUEST PASSES

The following are OVA Guest Pass types and
duration: 1) Guest from outside Sonoma County—
up to 90 days; 2) House sitters—up to 90 days (OVA
host must present written request to OVA Office for
approval prior to visit); 3) Guests living in Sonoma
County—2 days per card, and no more than 3 cards
per month. Guest cards are available during regular
hours in the OVA Office for a $25 non-refundable
fee. Guests accompanied by their Oakmont host are
not required to have a Guest Pass.

STORAGE UNITS
AND PARKING

Call Oak Creek RV & Storage, P.O. Box 2246,
Santa Rosa, CA 95405. 707-538-3230

FITNESS CENTER

Central Activity Center, 310 White Oak Dr.
Daily 5 AM–9 PM. Closed at 7 PM on Tues. for
cleaning. Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas day.

Condominium Financial
management (cfM)

Hours: M– Th 9 AM–Noon, 1–5 PM
Tel 539-0701
6637 Oakmont Dr., Ste. A
E-mail: christel@oakmontvillage.com

architectural office

Need a ride? give a ride!
oakmont volunteer helpers
Coordinator
Rides to Medical
Appointments
Rides Within Oakmont
Call 9AM–5PM
January 16–31
Susan Mullaly
539-1328
February 1–15
Jack Luceti
833-1110

We provide the following
services to Oakmont Residents:
n Transportation to medical/
dental appointments
in Santa Rosa only
n Grocery shopping to Safeway
(at Calistoga Center only)
n

Meals on Wheels, 525-0383

If you would like to be a
volunteer, please call
539-8996. Donations to
Oakmont Volunteer Helpers are
appreciated and tax deductible.
Mail your check payable to
Oakmont Volunteer Helpers,
6637 Oakmont Dr., Ste. A,
Santa Rosa, CA 95409.
Thank you.

Mon.–Fri. medical rides before 9 AM or after 4 PM are subject to limited volunteer driver availability.

No service on weekends or holidays. Please call at least three full working days prior to appointment.
We regret that we are unable to provide either wheelchair or emergency service.

Hours: M–F 9 AM–Noon, and 1–4 PM
Tel 539-5810
6572 Oakmont Dr., Ste. A
(for Association Maintained Homes)

2019–2020
OVA board of Directors
E-mail: askova@oakmontvillage.com
Steve Spanier, President
bod.steve.spanier@gmail.com
Tom Kendrick, Vice President
bod.tom.kendrick@gmail.com
Heidi Klyn, Secretary
bod.heidi.klyn@gmail.com
Elke Strunka, Treasurer
(Non-voting officer)

elke@oakmontvillage.com
Carolyn Bettencourt, Director
bod.carolyn.bettencourt@gmail.com
Noel Lyons, Director
bod.noel.lyons@gmail.com
Jess Marzak, Director
jmarzak@oakmontvillage.com
Marianne Neufeld, Director
bod.marianne.neufeld@gmail.com

POOLS & JACUZZIS

Access to OVA pools is by magnetic card.
Call OVA Office, 539-1611 if you need a permanent
new member pool access card or to register for a
temporary guest pool access card.
West: 7 AM–9 PM
(Closes 7 PM Wednesdays for cleaning)
East: 6:30 AM–9 PM
(Closes 7 PM Mondays for cleaning)
Central: 5:45 AM–9 PM
(Closes 7 PM Tuesdays for cleaning)
JACUZZI HOURS: Same as facility. No one under
18 years in West and East pools and Jacuzzis.
Central Pool Children’s Hours: 11 AM–2 PM
(Exception: 12 Noon –4 PM Memorial Day Weekend
thru Labor Day.) Children must be accompanied by an
OVA member/resident or adult with a valid guest
pool access card. NO LIFEGUARD ON DUTY AT ANY
OVA POOL. ALL FACILITIES CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY.

Passages

Please contact OVA resident Bev Schilpp by
phone 538-4293 or by E-mail wallyschilpp1@
peoplepc.com if you would like to have published
in the Oakmont News the name and date of death
of your loved one.

oakmont community
garden on stonebridge

For more info on signing up contact OVA at
539-1611 or email Oakmontcommunitygarden@
gmail.com. Spaces are available.

Tel 707-206-1957
E-mail: cjmprod567@gmail.com

OVA Accounting
Tel 800-585-4297

Available in OVA Office

PAS Management
Company

oakmont News

Hours: Daily 6 AM–10 PM
Tel 539-6720
Maintenance Building (next to Central Auditorium)

Blood Pressure clinic

Wed 10:30 AM–12 PM, Berger Center, Room D.
Contact: Del Baker 539-1657.

Letters to the Editor
Writer Guidelines

The Oakmont News welcomes residents’ letters to
the editor about Oakmont life. Email letters of no
more than 250 words to news@oakmontvillage.com.
Writer’s name, address and phone number must
be included. Writers will be limited to one letter
published every 90 days. Letters may be edited for
length and clarity.

Street Cleaning

City streets in Oakmont are cleaned by the
city early on the fourth Friday of each month.
Residents who want their streets swept should
avoid street parking overnight on those days.

Library

Central Activity Center, 310 White Oak Dr.
Hours: Daily 6 AM–9 PM. Closed Christmas Day.
It is run by volunteers. All donations are gladly
accepted. Materials we cannot use will be passed
on to others.

Public Transportation Available in Oakmont
CityBus #16 bus takes residents to
n Sonoma County Transit #30 bus goes to
5 different shopping centers weekday
Memorial and Kaiser Hospitals and downtown
mornings and around Oakmont afternoons. Santa Rosa. Returns via Oakmont to Sonoma.
n

n

Schedules available at OVA office.

GENERAL Manager
Kevin D. Hubred
kevin@oakmontvillage.com

OVA Board Meetings
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month
1 pm in the Berger Center
All residents of Oakmont are welcome.

The Board of Directors of Oakmont Village
Association reserves the right to select
those articles submitted for publication
that seem appropriate to the purpose
of this association.

E-mail List
Do you want to stay updated
on what is going on in Oakmont?
Join the OVA E-mail list. You will receive
Board Meeting Agendas and Minutes,
Oakmont Notices, Meeting Announcements
and the weekly Manager's Newsletter.
To join, go to the OVA office and fill out
a sign-up form, or visit www.
oakmontvillage.com/oakmont-residents/.
To receive E-Blast by E-mail, click the
"join our E-Blast email list" link. If you
would like a hardcopy, please come tothe
OVA Activitiesoffice. They are located on
the front counter.
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Oakmont Democratic Club
nTom Amato

2020 Elections:
Let’s Party and Organize to Win!

Independents, Democrats, Progressives, Persisters,
Sister District members and all other concerned
Oakmonters are invited to a “Paint the White House
Blue Party” on Thursday, January 23 with a social
at 6:30 p.m. and program at 7 p.m. at the East Rec.
Center hosted by the Oakmont Democratic Club.
This party will be full of ideas on how everyone can
do something to impact the 2020 election along with
an evening of music, food and fun. If you can text or
write postcards, or play poker or pray, or canvass or
donate, or bake or phone, or well almost anything,
your help is needed now to move our country and
our community in a more loving direction.
Along with replacing the Current Occupant of the

White House, many at Oakmont are already working
to impact issues from the climate crisis to racism to
affordable housing. Recent local victories include
helping raise wages for over 25,000 low income
workers in our county as well as establishing codes to
build more environmentally friendly housing. But we
need your help to win in 2020! So, we are planning a

party to showcase all possible ways to help. We invite
you to join us in an evening of games and important
information.
In 2018, Oakmonters played a significant role in
flipping the House. In 2019, Oakmonters helped win
races in Virginia and Kentucky. Now, in 2020, is the
time to change which party controls the Presidency
and the Senate. We are 10 months away from the most
important election of our lifetimes. We as seniors must
do what we can so that future generations inherit
a better world. Now is when we must begin the
organizing preparation that will make a difference.
Even if you can only do something small, it matters.
So please join us January 23 and help expand the
effort to Make America Care Again.

Save the Date:
Saturday Evening, March 21

Congress Member Josh Harder returns to Oakmont.
In 2018, Oakmonters helped defeat a five-term
Republican and elected Josh Harder from the Central
Valley. Congress Member Harder in December voted
to impeach President Trump. Now, Republicans are
targeting him. Senator Mike McGuire will also join us
that evening to build support for keeping Congress
Blue.

I Love
My Job!

Free Shredding Event!
nAnita Roraus

Sponsored by
Oakmont Kiwanis and OVA
Friday, January 17, 9 AM–12 PM
Berger Parking Lot

That’s Why
I’ll Be Smiling
And Respectful
When I’m In
Your Home!

It’s time to shred again. Oakmont residents and
businesses are invited to bring their documents
and other shreddables to the truck that morning.
Please limit your documents to the equivalent of five
banker’s boxes.

E-Waste Collection
nAnita Roraus

Saturday, January 18, 9 am–5 pm
Sunday, January 19, 9 am–5 pm

Call For An $88 Heater Tune-Up

(707) 242-1200
MooreHomeServices.com

Our Promise To You: 100% Right, Or 100% FREE!

E-Waste Collection will be two-day event! They will
be parked in the Berger parking lot, 310 White Oak
Drive, parallel to the street. There is no appointment
needed for this event. We have a new sponsor,
Conservation Corps North Bay!
Accepted at the event will be computer equipment
(computers, monitors, laptops, keyboards, printers,
mice, hard drives, consumer electronics such as DVD
players, VCRs, gaming devices, stereo components,
radios, PDAs, cell phones, cables, etc.), televisions
(CRTs and LCDs), office equipment such as
telephones, fax machines, copiers, etc., and the only
kitchen appliances that are accepted are microwaves.

˙∆æ†µ
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Century 21 Valley of the Moon
6580 Oakmont Drive, Santa Rosa 95409

Century 21Valley of the Moon
invites you to our
second annual Valentine’s Day
Bubbles & Bites.
Please join us from 1–3pm for
a fun day on February 14th.
707• 539 • 3200

www.c21valleyofthemoon.com
CalDRE# 01523620

