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Why did the OVA board pass  the policy?

Hanley Fire:  1964

Porter Creek Fire:  1996 

Tubbs Fire:  Oct 2017

Campfire Fire: Nov 2018

Kincaid Fire:  Oct 2019

LNU Fire:  Aug 2020

Glass Fire:  Sept 2020

Wildfires are larger, more frequent, & more 
destructive than ever!



Oakmont became a Firewise USA 
Community in 2018



How did the Firewise Safety Committee decide
what to include in the new landscape policy?

✴ Santa Rosa City guidelines (codes)

✴ Santa Rosa Fire Department

✴ Firesafe Marin and Sonoma

✴ CalFire/State laws and guidelines

✴Wildfire Science Research

✴ PG&E recommendations



What does the new landscape policy mean for me?

Assessors will use this form:



What does the new landscape policy mean for me?

3.

4.



Zone 1:  0-5’ by August 31 2021

1.



Remove 
Plants on 
the “Do 

Not Plant 
List”

Source:  https://Do Not Plant List/article/do-not-plant-list-2/

Zone 1:  0-5’ 
August 31, 2021

What goes?

https://oakmontvillage.com/article/do-not-plant-list-2/
https://oakmontvillage.com/article/do-not-plant-list-2/


Remove 
Junipers

Zone 1:  0-5’ 
August 31, 2021



Click to view Photo Guide

Zone 1:  0-5’ 
August 31, 2021

https://oakmontvillage.com/article/do-not-plant-list-photo-guide/


✴Prune all 
dead wood from 
allowable 
plants.

✴Keep healthy 
plants lean and 
green

Zone 1:  0-5’ 
August 31, 2021

What goes and what stays?



No Gorilla Hair, wood or rubber mulch 
allowed.
Replace with hardscape or leave just dirt. 

Zone 1:  0-5’ 
August 31, 2021

Bark



Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2021

2.



Prune dead 
wood and 
branches 

from trees.

Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2021



Remove 
dead trees & 

shrubs

Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2021



Cut or mow 
wildland 

grasses to 4”

Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2021



Finely shredded redwood 
and cedar bark (gorilla hair, 
rubber mulch) NOT allowed

Rubber mulch is a fire hazard -- it burns at a much higher temperature than natural mulches and belches toxic smoke.

Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2021



Use of Wood Mulches

These Guidelines are based on the 

Nevada mulch study, conversations 

with Dr. Stephen Quarles (co-author of 

the Nevada study) and Steven Swain (a 

compost specialist),  and professional 

landscapers

Firewise Committee:  firewise@oakmontvillage.com

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
mailto:firewise@oakmontvillage.com


What happens in 2022?



Zone 1:  0-5’ 
August 31, 2022

3.



Remove tree 
limbs that 

extend into 
the 0-5’ zone.

Zone 1:  0-5’ 
August 31, 2022



Remove dead 
and dying 
branches 

overhanging 
the roof.

Zone 1:  0-5’ 
August 31, 2022



Trim healthy 
overhanging 
branches and limbs 
to 6 feet or more 
from the roof or 
structures and 10 
feet or more from 
chimneys.

Zone 1:  0-5’ 
August 31, 2022



Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2022

4.



Junipers removed

After
Before

Remove 
Junipers

Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2022



Remove dead branches from trees and shrubs.

Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2022



Remove 
dead trees 

and shrubs.

Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2022



Every year cut, 
mow wildland 
grasses to 4”

Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2022



Remove all ladder fuel 
from areas under tree 
canopies.

Keep area free of 
weeds and dry plant 
material.

Prune shrubs under 
trees.

Zone 2:  5-30’ 
August 31, 2022



Remove Ladder fuel!

Zone 2:  0-5’ and 5-30’ 
August 31, 2022



Zone 2:  0-5’ and 5-30’ 
August 31, 2022

Limb up trees to 6’ or more and remove 
ladder fuel.



Rock as Mulch
Rock can be used as mulch between plants. 



Rock as Mulch
But there have to be some plants!

(1 plant every 25 sq ft.)



Fill out an application!
Any plants being removed or 
installed require an approved 

application from the 
Architectural Office.

Click to visit the OVA Architectural Page

https://oakmontvillage.com/arch/








Junipers ONLY
No root balls, dirt or loose leaves

Need suggestions for people that do hauling?
Contact firewise@oakmontvillage.com

Next
Junk the Junipers

May 5-10



Next are the most commonly 
asked questions that are asked.



Q. Why is the 0-5 ft zone so crucial?

✴ Direct flame (burning plants 2.5 times the height).
✴ Radiant heat from burning plants next to the house 
can cause entry of fire into house.
✴ Ember showers from close plants into vents/cracks 
in the house.
✴ Firefighter space to protect your home

0-5’ Defensible Space - FAQ
1.



Q. What is home hardening?

✴ Addresses the most vulnerable components of your 
home - roof, vents, gutters, windows, gutter guards, etc.

✴ Near-home ignition (0-5’ zone)

0-5’ Defensible Space - FAQ
2.



Q. Which plants have to be removed in the 0 to 5 foot 

defensible zone by August 31st, 2021?

✴ Anything on the 

0-5’ Defensible Space - FAQ
3.

“Do Not Plant” list

https://oakmontvillage.com/article/do-not-plant-list-2/


Q. Can I add new plants in the 0 to 5 foot zone?

✴ Yes—but new approved plantings must be kept at 18” 
or less & be irrigated.

0-5’ Defensible Space - FAQ
4.



Q. I have existing shrubs that are not on the “Do Not 
Plant” list in the 0 to 5 foot zone.  Can I keep them?

✴ Yes, you may keep shrubs. But it is suggested that 
you remove them especially from in front of windows 
because of the risk of glass cracking if these shrubs 
catch fire. 

0-5’ Defensible Space - FAQ
5.



Q. When do Junipers need to be removed? 

✴ Junipers in the 0-5 ft zone must be removed by 
August 31, 2021.

✴ Junipers more than 5 ft from the home must be 
removed by August 31 2022.

0-5’ Defensible Space - FAQ
6.



Q. Can I keep the tall shrubs under my roof eaves if 
they are not on the “Do Not Plant” list?

✴ Yes, but it’s highly recommended to cut them 
back significantly or remove to be safer.

0-5’ Defensible Space - FAQ
7.



Q. What kind of mulch can I use?

✴ Rock, gravel, decomposed granite, pavers or raw dirt can 
be used in the 0 to 5 ft zone

✴ Composted mulch, Arbor Mulch, thicker pieces of bark 
that is 1 inch or larger are allowed beyond the 0 to 5 ft zone

(Note:  no rubber mulch, gorilla hair or finely shredded redwood or 
cedar bark allowed anywhere on the property.)

0-5’ Defensible Space - FAQ
8.



Q. Can I leave the less flammable bark or woodchips 
in the 0–5-foot Defensible Space Zone? 

✴ No wood chips or bark of any kind are allowed in 
the 0-5 ft zone. It must be removed from this most 
vulnerable zone by August 31,2021

0-5’ Defensible Space - FAQ
9.



Q. Can I just have bare dirt in the 0-5 ft zone?

✴Yes.  But regardless, the area needs to be kept clean of 
leaves & flammable plant debris

0-5’ Defensible Space - FAQ
10.



New Firewise Landscaping Policy key points:

0-5 foot zone by August 2021:
✴No junipers
✴No bark or rubber mulch
✴No new plants more than 18 “ high & must be irrigated
✴No plants can remain that are on the “Do Not Plant” list 

0-5 foot zone by August 2022:
✴ Tree limbs 6 feet from house; 10 feet from chimney
✴No ladder fuel under existing trees 
✴ Tree branches limbed up from ground 
✴ All dead & dying trees removed



Firewise committee is hosting a 
Garden Tour in June or July showing 

selected Oakmont homes with 
firewise landscaping.

Firewise Committee:  
firewise@oakmontvillage.com

mailto:firewise@oakmontvillage.com


Thank you for making 

Oakmont a safer place to live!

Q&A

Firewise Committee:  firewise@oakmontvillage.com

mailto:firewise@oakmontvillage.com

