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Aroha Memory Care  
Groundbreaking Ceremony
nJackie Ryan

September 20, 3–6 pm,  
6575 Oakmont Drive

Learn about the new 22-room memory care home 
opening in Fall 2025. Enjoy live music, light snacks, 
wine tastings, and a silent auction, with all proceeds 
benefiting the Alzheimer’s Association of Sonoma-
Marin. 

For more details and to RSVP, visit arohamemorycare.
com. 

Invitation to Participate in 
“Christmas on the Plaza”

nOVA Staff

During the winter holiday season, Oakmont Village 
Association is excited to announce the inaugural 
year of “Christmas on the Plaza,” a festive new 
holiday display event. In the winter months, the 
OVA is transforming the plaza outside the Berger 
Auditorium into a Christmas Tree Grove, and the 
association would love for OVA clubs to be part of 
this special celebration.

The OVA is inviting clubs to sponsor a tree for 
$75. Each sponsored tree will be an opportunity to 
showcase your club’s creativity and holiday spirit, 
and even incorporate the theme of your club. There 
are 40 trees available, and they will be prominently 
displayed for all to enjoy throughout the season.

Each club that chooses to participate will be 
responsible for decorating the tree with LED lights 
and water-resistant decorations. To ensure the safety 
and durability of the display, the OVA asks that no 
glass ornaments be used. OVA staff is here to support 
you with decorating ideas and to help make your tree 
a standout in the grove.

The Christmas Tree Grove will be a beautiful 
addition to the community, creating a welcoming and 
festive atmosphere for visitors and seasonal events. It 
is the hope of the OVA that this holiday display event 
will become a cherished tradition in our community.

To reserve your tree, please email AskOVA@
oakmontvillage.com, or stop by the office to fill out 
the sponsorship form. Deadline to sign up is October 
15. Given the limited number of trees, the OVA 
encourages clubs to secure their spot early.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to 
contribute to the holiday cheer in our community. We 
look forward to seeing your club’s unique and festive 
tree in the grove!

Meet Your Neighbors (MYN)
nKaty Carrel

MYN Focuses on Sub-HOAs
Meet Your Neighbors (MYN) provides emergency 

preparedness and disaster response education in 
Oakmont. MYN leaders are asking for your help in 
establishing emergency preparedness protocols in 
every neighborhood, and transition them to MYN.

Recently MYN has been focusing attention on 
Oakmont’s sub-HOAs, which amount to nearly 
half of our friends and neighbors. To establish sub-
HOAs as “official” MYN neighborhoods and increase 
participation, MYN is in discussions with sub-HOA 
leaders. So far, 11 of the 37 sub-HOAs have 100% 
MYN coverage; the remaining 26 sub-HOAs have 
either partial or no coverage.

Oakmonter Loves  
All Things Jack London

nCarolyn Green

Oakmonter Bern Lefson 
has contributed more than 
2,700 hours of volunteering 

at Jack London Historic 
State Park. (Photo by 

Susan St. Marie) 

Tell Us If It’s Broken.  
We’ll Fix it.

nOVA Staff 

OVA has introduced a new, user-friendly system 
to help residents report maintenance issues at 
Oakmont’s community facilities. Starting this week, 
QR codes will be posted at the Central, Berger, East, 
and West facilities.

How It Works:

QR codes leading to a 
maintenance portal will be 

posted at the Central, Berger, 
East, and West facilities. 

(Photo by Trace Hernandez)

1. Scan: Use smart 
phone’s camera to scan 
the QR code located in 
the facility.

2. Report: A link 
will lead to the OVA 
maintenance portal, 
MaintainX. Here, 
residents can describe 
the issue, specify its 
location, and upload photos if necessary.

3. Submit: Once report is submitted, it goes directly 
to the OVA maintenance team for prompt attention.

Benefits of the New System:
• Convenience: Residents can easily report issues 

from within the facility.
• Efficiency: The digital report provides detailed 

information and visual evidence for quicker 
resolution.

• Direct Reporting: This new system ensures 
maintenance requests are addressed promptly.

There is also a link to report a maintenance issue on 
the OVA website’s facilities page at oakmontvillage.
com/facilities.

For more information about this new system, 
please visit the facility page on the OVA website at 
oakmontvillage.com/facilities or contact us at (707) 
539-1611 or email askova@oakmontvillage.com.

Less than 15 minutes down 
the road from Oakmont lies 
a magical place, featuring 
shady redwood groves, 
creeks and a seasonal lake, 
expansive views, vineyards, 
meadows, 29 miles of 
meandering trails and historic 
buildings, including the Pig 
Palace, Winery Ruins, Wolf 
House, Cottage and House of 
Happy Walls—all within Jack 
London State Historic Park 
(JLSHP) in Glen Ellen.  

Not surprisingly, Oakmont 
has a long association with 
the park, where many 
regularly visit, hike and volunteer. Indeed, more than 
30 Oakmonters regularly volunteer at the park. Take 
Bern Lefson, who is one of the most active. The retired 
aerospace manager and 13-year Oakmont resident has 
been volunteering at for almost as long and is the Park’s 
2018 Star Volunteer of the Year. Known affectionately 
as the Keystone Volunteer, Lefson’s record tells the 
story—more than 2,700 hours driving visitors on carts, 
leading private tours and serving as council chair.  

Lefson has his reasons for pitching in. “I find 
Jack London (and his wife Charmian) fascinating—
farmers, sailors and world travelers, oyster pirates, 
raconteurs and, oh yes, world-famous authors,” he 
said. “I enjoy meeting people from all over the world 
who have also been enchanted by stories by and 
about the Londons and sharing the stories that make 
Jack and Charmian come alive. My favorite park 
location is the Wolf House—a magical place rich in 
beauty and history.”

Though JLSHP is a state park, it receives little state 
funding, mostly through in-kind services. The park 
has been in the news since a lawsuit was filed against 
the State Parks for alleged inadequate environmental 
review, forcing the relocation of Transcendence 
Theater Company’s popular summer performances 
since 2023 and resulting in a revenue loss of almost 
$100,000 a year, according to Susan St. Marie, director 
of Program and Volunteer Management.  

St. Marie says the park has had to become very 
creative in uncovering new funding sources. She says 
there are many ways Oakmonters can help, including 
visiting ($10 day park pass), becoming a member via a 
tax-deductible donation (a $59 membership includes 
an annual park pass), booking an event at the park 
or scheduling a special tour or sponsoring a bench or 
picnic table.  

The park’s major annual fundraiser gala, 
“Yesterday’s Tomorrow,” will be held on Saturday, 
September 21. Tickets are available on the park’s 
website at jacklondonpark.com.

“The park has so much to offer everyone, and we 
encourage regular visits to see what’s new, especially 
in the House of Happy Walls’ world-class museum, 
which was completely renovated in 2018 entirely with 
private funding,” said St. Marie. “In 2023, we had 
more than 80,000 visitors. Oakmonters have always 
been a significant portion of our visitor and volunteer 
community, and we invite the local community to 
visit often. It’s always a ‘wow experience.’”
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Warming Trends
Oakmont Special 

Only available to Oakmont Residents  
15% OFF 

• High-Efficiency Inserts • Decorative Gas Log Sets  
• Clean Burning & Clean House • Push Button Fire

• No More Spare-the-Air Alerts
We provide a complete line of high-efficiency, clean-burning

gas inserts, stoves, fireplaces, and decorative log sets, 
as well as all EPA certified wood-burning units.

We are the premier hearth shop in Northern California and are the only  
hearth shop in the North Bay that offers our own in-house installation.

So, whether you prefer the traditional warmth and feeling of  
a wood fire or choose the more convenient option of gas,  

Warming Trends, Inc. is your clear choice.

578-9276
#4 South A St., Santa Rosa • www.warmingtrendsinc.com

myn   Continued from page 1

MYN has much to offer, including a robust website 
with a wealth of information, and assistance in 
establishing MYN. Emergency preparedness isn’t 
just an individual effort, it’s a community endeavor. 
Neighborhoods can come together to organize 
drills, workshops, and information-sharing sessions. 
During a disaster, MYN neighborhoods may foster a 
sense of unity and create a safety net that can prove 
invaluable during times of crisis.

If you are in a neighborhood/sub-HOA ready to 
get involved, we invite you to:

• Visit our website at OakmontVillage.com/MYN 
to get a sense of what we have to offer.

• Reach out to the leadership team at MYN@
oakmontvillage.com.

• Find some dates that would work for a pre-
meeting with your leadership team; we will bring 
ours.

• Launch your MYN experience with discussion 
and resources to help with emergency preparedness 
and disaster response.

Only together can we make Oakmont a safer 
community, and it starts with neighbors meeting and 
helping neighbors.

Oakmont Simulated  
Emergency Drill

nTom Pugliese, Emergency Preparedness Committee

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 9–11 AM
The Oakmont Emergency Preparedness Committee 

(OEPC) is conducting a simulated emergency drill to 
exercise our radio communications volunteers and 
MYN organized neighborhoods. The scenario will 
be a 7.6 earthquake centered on the Hayward and 
Rodger’s Creek faults that has caused major damage 
to Oakmont. Electricity, water, and natural gas are cut 
off, the internet is down, and cell phone service has 
been disrupted or is severely overloaded.

We have been advised to shelter in place until the 
full extent of the damage is understood and conditions 
have been stabilized, which may take several days.

In an actual emergency, using our radio networks, 
radio volunteers monitor and report on conditions 
in their neighborhood, relay information to 
residents as the emergency progresses and request 
assistance from outside responders as needed. Our 
neighborhood radio volunteers communicate with 
other OEPC volunteers at each of the Rec Centers 
who are in contact with County and City Emergency 
Operations Centers to supplement 911 services which 
are overloaded.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARTICIPATION
Neighborhood radio operators will be wearing 

yellow vests and carrying walkie-talkies. They will 
go to the neighborhood meeting place to assess the 
need for assistance.

To participate in this exercise, you can create a 
simulated condition that requires assistance from 
Oakmont resources or first responder support for life 
or property threatening conditions and give it to the 
radio volunteer to report.

If you don’t see a radio volunteer, you may not have 
one in your neighborhood. Only about 50% of the 
Oakmont neighborhoods have radio coverage. You or 
someone in your neighborhood may consider joining 
our communications team. We provide the radios 
and training. Very little of your time is required to 
establish you as a critical resource for your neighbors.

Contact us at OakmontERT@gmail.com to learn 
more.

Oakmont Technology Learning Center (OTLC)
nLinda Canar

Classes Begin in September,  
so don’t miss out!

Classes begin September 16 in the OTLC classroom. 
New classes have just been added to the schedule. To 
learn all about the classes being offered, please go to 
our website at https://www.oakmonttlc.org. 

Select classes from the menu and browse through 
the listing of classes. When you find a class that 
you like, click on the Details button and read all the 
information about this particular class. Use the Book 
Now button to sign up for this class. The first time 
you register you will need to enter all your contact 
information. After that it is in the system. 

You will need to enter your credit card information 
to check out. If you encounter any problems 
registering, please contact Peggy Clark at 650-274-
1437 or pegnrod@icloud.com.

Some of the new classes include:
Choosing The iPhone That’s Best for You: This 

course will explore the key considerations for 

upgrading your iPhone, including an overview of 
the current models and various purchasing options 
available. Also, a discussion on the introduction 
of Apple Intelligence (AI) in the iPhone 16 and its 
potential impact on your decision-making process.

Google Apps Overview: Learn the full range of 
Google capabilities and how to make the best use 
of them. These features include Google Drive in 
the Cloud, Gmail, Docs, Sheets, Slides, Contacts, 
Calendar, Images, Keep, file sharing, calendar 
sharing, and other Google apps.

New to Genealogy? Build Your Family Tree: This 
new class provides an introduction to genealogical 
research with a focus on using Internet sources to 
obtain genealogical research information. This class 
is particularly appropriate for a new genealogy 
researcher to start their own family tree, and will 
combine lectures and demonstrations.

To see the entire listing of our fall classes go to: 
https://www.oakmonttlc.org.

Valley of the Moon Rotary
nJohn Brodey

Just When You Think You’ve Won
If you are a friend of Rotary, have been to our 

fundraisers (the Crab Feed) or just read some of 
our articles on these pages, you probably know 
that eradicating Polio has been a mission of Rotary 
International’s for a long time now. Our Polio Plus 
project and alliances with the Bill Gates Foundation, 
international health organizations, etc., brought us to 
the very brink of victory, with only limited cases in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan remaining. 

The outward reach to vaccinate children in the most 
remote and backward areas of the world has not been 
easy. It’s been a long battle, but recent events in the 
Mideast now show us how tenuous this goal is. Areas 
impacted by strife, unrest, military conflict have 
made possible the reappearance of Polio in Gaza. 
This unexpected development raises the specter of a 

widespread outbreak. Urgency is the key word and 
it’s been reassuring to see how quickly action has 
begun to vaccinate the 640,000 children under 10. 

Rotary along with WHO and other aid agencies 
helped assemble a well-coordinated game plan which 
has been implemented. Other countries have stepped 
as the recent donation of $5 million by the Sultan of 
the UAE illustrates. Administering the two doses 
necessary to each child within a limited time is an 
enormous task but thankfully everyone has learned 
what’s at stake. It’s this kind of response that still 
lends hope to seeing a day when children and parents 
can be freed from the ravages of Polio.

We’d love to have you join us any Thursday at the 
East Rec. Center for our breakfast meeting. We file in 
around 7:30 a.m. so we have a chance to visit followed 
by the ringing of the bell at 8. We’d love to see you!
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Pickleball Corner
nPeter Copen

The Senior Edge
If you’re a senior pickleball player, you’ve likely 

faced the challenge of going up against younger, 
faster, and more agile opponents. While it might seem 
daunting, the good news is that your experience and 
strategic thinking can give you an edge.

Here are five key tips to help you outsmart younger 
players on the court:

1. Prioritize Placement and Precise Targeting Over 
Power: Younger players often rely on their speed 

Graphic by Peter Copen.

and power, but as a 
senior player, you 
can counteract this by 
focusing on precision. 
Instead of trying to 
match their pace, 
concentrate on placing 
your shots accurately. 

Focus on targeting 
the middle of the court, 
where communication between younger, doubles 
players can break down. Aim for their backhand side 
often the weaker shot.

2. Keep the Ball in Play: Avoid going for the lines or 
extreme angles that can backfire, and instead, focus 
on consistency. The longer the rally, the more likely 
they are to get impatient and make an error.

3. Play the Soft Game: Engage younger players in a 
soft game emphasizing dinks and drop shots. Avoid 
getting into “paddle battles” or fast-paced exchanges 
where their quicker reflexes will shine.

4. Avoid Lobs and Drop Volleys: While lobs might 
work against other seniors, they’re less effective 
against younger players who can quickly track down 
the ball and counter with an overhead smash.

5. Target Their Feet: When hitting your fourth shot 
or any volley, aim for the younger player’s feet as 
they move toward the NVZ. This forces them to make 
awkward returns and prevents them from gaining 
the upper hand at the net.

New Player Orientation: 9 a.m. on Tuesday 
mornings. Arrangements can be made by contacting 
Victoria Dettman at (707) 230-2958. Call Jim Howard 
at (209) 761-8517 for demo loaner. For mentoring, 
contact Barbara Ricossa at ricossa@ymail.com.

Oakmont Sunday  
Symposium

10:30 a.m. Now live in Berger (not zooming)
$3 donation requested, for Oakmont  

residents and their guests
Go to www.oakmontsundaysymposium.org  

for more info and updates
nHarriet Palk

Coffee, tea and snacks are available for sale in 
Berger from 9:45–10:15 a.m. before the presentation 
begins.

September 15: Andre LaRue 
Race and Gender in School:  

Teach It or Ban It?
One of the political hot spots in today’s world is 

teaching about race and gender in schools. Why is 
this so controversial?

After receiving a B.A. and an M.A. 
in history, Andre was on the faculty 
of Santa Rosa Junior College from 
1990 to 2020 where his classes on 
race and gender became among the 
most popular courses in the History 
program. He will walk us through 
why this is such a critical and 
important topic and relevant for understanding our 
current culture wars and the politics of polarization.

September 22: Greg Sarris,  
Chairman, Federation of Indians 

of Graton Rancheria 
The Forgetters

How do you pass on your family 
history to the next generation? With 
stories. Greg’s book, The Forgetters, 
relays his tribe’s history and tenants 
with astonishing, comforting, startling 
and inspiring stories that deepen 
our love for the world we all share. 
Greg is an exciting, commanding and 
compelling speaker. This talk will 
touch your hearts, and you will be 
glad you came.

September 29: Francesco  
Lecce-Chong, Santa Rosa  

Symphony Conductor
Music as Diplomacy

Stepping from behind his 
podium at the Green Center, 
Symphony Director Francesco 
Lecce-Chong will show us how 
music works to soften international 
hostilities through shared interests 
and friendship. In making music, 
we realize that we have more in 
common than in difference. 

Francesco, considered one of the 
“fast rising talents” and who has 
appeared with orchestras worldwide, will take us on 
a musical journey and show how music transcends 
our politics and boundaries.

Oakmont Grief  
Support Group

nRuss McCracken, Leader

GRIEVING A LOSS? HELP IS AVAILABLE
If you are grieving the loss of someone close to 

you, the Oakmont Grief Support Group offers you 
an informal and caring environment where you can 
talk about your loss. The group meets every Monday 
morning from 9–10:30 a.m. at 6637 Oakmont Drive, 
Suite B. I am a trained grief counselor and Oakmont 
resident.

  Lifelong Learning
nMarlena Tremont 

Classes Start Next Week 
Japanese Paper and Fabric Marbling 

Instructor: Robert Mahar
Online registration only; limit—24 students. 

Wednesdays, Sept. 18–25, 3–5 p.m., Berger Center, 
2-week session. Cost: $40, plus $35 for supplies (paid 
in class).

Explore the Japanese art of suminagashi, a Japanese 
marbling technique that creates beautifully muted 
patterns of color to be transferred onto paper and 
fabric. Make your own stationary and accordion fold 
book. 

The Hollywood Renaissance of 1967 
Instructor: Terry Ebinger

Thursdays, Sept. 19–Oct. 10, 2–5 p.m., East Rec., 
4-week session. Cost: $95. Note early start time.

Dive deeply into the cinematic revolution of 1967 
by exploring Bonnie & Clyde, Cool Hand Luke, In the 
Heat of the Night, and The Graduate.

Santa Rosa Symphony 
Instructor: Wendy Cilman and 

Santa Rosa Symphony musicians
Wednesdays, Oct. 2–23, 3–5 p.m., Berger Center, 

3-week session, bonus fourth class. Cost: $50.
Different members of the Santa Rosa Symphony 

will discuss the role of their instrument in symphonic 
music and in the opening concert on the season. An 
optional fourth class after the concert will be taught 
by conductor Lecce-Chong.

Contemporary Economic Policy 
Instructor: Jon Haveman

Mondays, Oct. 14–Nov. 4, 3–5 p.m., Berger Center, 
4-week session. Cost: $65.

Explore three pressing policy issues—immigration, 
the federal debt, and healthcare—by looking at their 
origin, the underlying data and evidence, and what 
policy levers are available to deal with them.

Drug Discovery and Development 
Instructor: Dennis Drayna

Thursdays, Oct. 17–Nov. 7, East Rec., 4-week 
session. Cost: $65.

An easy-to-understand exploration of the discovery 
and development of pharmaceuticals including new 
treatments and approaches including gene therapy, 
gene editing, stem cells, brain implants and precision 
medicine.

Mads Tolling Trio
WHEN: Friday, October 11, 7 p.m.
WHERE: Berger Center
TICKETS: $25. Theater seating.

Register at OakmontLL.org, leave a check in the 
OLL folder at the OVA office or pay at the door.
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Can’t get to Church?

Watch the Catholic TV Mass
Sundays

5:30 AM:  KRON-TV4 - CH 4
6:00 AM:  KTSF - CH 26

Or Watch Anytime
Fatherharry.org

     Stephen Curley Roofinginc.

Roofing Specialists
Lic. #976993

Stephen Curley, CEO
info@stephencurleyroofing.com

We are an Oakmont Preferred Contractor 
with an impeccable record

3210-C Coffey Lane, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
(707) 546-4778  

(707) 486-7426 (cell)

Tri-Tip Trolley Food Truck  
in Oakmont

nOVA Staff

Head to the Berger parking lot for a delicious meal 
on select days from Tri-Tip Trolley. Check out the 
menu here: tritiptrolley.com.

Food Truck Schedule
Dinner, 4:30–7 p.m.: Wednesdays, September 11, 18 

and 25; Saturday, September 28.

Oakmont Futures
nMarlena Tremont

The Latest on  
Over-the-Counter Hearing Aids

WHEN: Tuesday, Sept. 17, 1:30 p.m.
WHERE: CAC Room B and Zoom

To connect to this meeting by Zoom go to the Futures 
Club website (oakmontfuture.com) and click on the 
link in the middle of the page.

Considerable research has 
been done that shows that 
unmanaged hearing loss has 
a broad impact on well-being and quality of life and 
is a risk factor for cognitive decline.

Learn what you can do from Oakmont resident, 
Rich Osborne, who will share his findings from a 
recent Hearing Loss Association conference on Over 
the Counter (OTC) hearing aids. Rich is the Oakmont 
President of the HEARS (Hearing, Education, 
Advocacy, Research, and Support) Club.

The Oakmont Futures Club holds regular meetings 
throughout the year focused on how on-going 
changes technology can help your well-being and 
health. For more information or to view links of 
previous meetings, go to OakmontFuture.com.

Terrie Mui is the new director of the Futures Club. 
She is a relatively new Oakmont resident and escapee 
from the Silicon Valley Communication Satellites 
industry. Send your ideas for future meeting topics to 
Terrie at futureoakmont@gmail.com.

Jazz Club
nDolora Hurst

World Class Musicians
This will be one of the most outstanding concerts 

to be offered anywhere. Each of these musicians is a 
world-class performer. The group has been assembled 
by the famous vocalist, Jamie Davis. Jamie received a 
Grammy award this year and has just returned from 
a booking in Dubai Arabia. He has truly played most 
places in the world as a former Count Basie singer.

Pianist Glenn Pearson was the 
musical band director for the 
world-renowned Boys Choir of 
Harlem for 11 years. He is now 
pianist for the Count Basie band.

Leon Joyce was drummer for 
one of the best-known musicians 
in the world, Ramsey Lewis for 
10 years. He organized, produced 
and played the drums for a 
program aired nationwide on 
PBS in April 2010.

Saxophonist Richard Howell has performed on 
the Tonight Show, jazz festivals around the world, 
the Royal Albert Hall in London, and jazz programs 
in Africa. Chris Amberger, bassist, composer and 
educator, has toured the world with jazz greats, 
including Cal Tjader, Rosemary Clooney, Art Blakey 
and The Jazz Messengers, as well as the George 
Shearing Quintet.

We will have five of the most talented and famous 
jazz musicians in the world on our Oakmont stage 
playing together as a band. You will not want to miss 
this concert.
WHEN: Saturday, October 5, 7 p.m. (doors open 
6:30)
WHERE: Berger Center Auditorium, 6633 
Oakmont Drive
TICKETS: $40. Tickets available in OVA Office. 
Tables for 8 may be reserved. Names held at door. 
INFORMATION: (707) 537-7720

Cabaret seating, dancing. Drinks and snacks 
permitted.

Jamie Davis.

nJudith Walker

Welcome to our Opening Concert 
of the New Season

After our usual summer hiatus, Music at Oakmont 
is getting ready for the first concert of our 2024–2025 
season starting in October. This will highlight the 

Pianist John 
Novacek.

Alexander String Quartet.

Alexander String Quartet with 
guest pianist John Novacek. It’s an 
especially appealing combination 
allowing us to present one of the 
best piano quintets ever written. 
Our next Oakmont News article 
will provide more details on the 
program.

The Alexander String Quartet has been since 1999 
a vital artistic ensemble based in the Bay Area but 
known and respected globally. Founded in New York 
City in 1981 leading to their Carnegie Hall debut that 
spring, they went on to perform at major venues in 
the US, Europe and Asia. They concurrently trained 
generations of gifted performers including many 
emerging string quartets across the globe. 

Over the years they have collaborated with 
major artists such as pianist Joyce Yang, violinist 
Midori, singer Joyce DiDonato, and clarinetist 
Richard Stolzman, as well as assisting a number of 
contemporary composers in bringing their works to 
the stage and the recording studio. 

John Novacek, a highly regarded collaborative 
artist will join the quartet for this concert. He has 
appeared with many of the best musicians in the 
world including Joshua Bell and Yo-Yo Ma. He greatly 
impressed us at a prior performance here a few years 
ago and we’re glad to welcome him back. 

We will be offering a special celebration at this, 
our first concert of the season, so stay tuned for more 
news on that later. Please save the date and be sure 
to join us for this memorable concert. Additional 
information can be found on our website: www.
musicatoakmont.org.
WHEN: Thursday, October 10 at 1:30 p.m.
WHERE: Berger Center, Oakmont
ADMISSION: $30 at door (cash or check only) or 
with season pass

Playreaders
nD. Hall

Playreaders Present Slow Food,  
a Tender Restaurant Comedy

They’re history now, but the plays presented 
by Oakmont Playreaders this month featured a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning drama and a comedy trio. 
On September 2, Star Power staged Edward Albee’s 
Seascape, starring Margaret Applegate, Jeff Sheff, Wes 
Doerr and Sandy White. This is where the humans 
meet the lizards. 

Then, on September 9, Osha Hayden staged 
Presenting Guns, Love, and an Unexpected Roommate, 
by local playwrights Linda Loveland Reid and Crissi 
Langwell. These short plays featured Osha Hayden, 
D. Hall, Ginna Zoellner and John Dolan.

On October 7, enjoy a tender and uproarious 
restaurant comedy Slow Food by Wendy MacLeod. 
In this play, a vacationing couple celebrates their 
anniversary at a Greek restaurant in Palm Springs—
but will the marriage survive the service? As a wacky 
waiter insinuates his way into their meal—and their 
lives—as the couple examine their past and their 
future together. This play stars Sandy White (also its 
producer,) John Dolan and Steven Levin.

Oakmont Playreaders’ ever-more-sophisticated 
staging of play reading has drawn full houses most 
of this year. Get there early for a seat on the first two 
Mondays of every month at 2 p.m. in Room B of the 
Central Activities Center.

Characters from the wacky Actor’s Nightmare: Lisa Erwin, 
Ginna Zoellner, Sandy Shankman, D. Hall, Michael Erwin, 

Marcel Coder and Jim Preston. (Photo by John Dolan)



6 The Oakmont News / September 14, 2024

Billiards Club
nSteven Dieterle

Labor of Love!
The Billiards Club held a 9 Ball Double Elimination 

Tournament on August 29. 
The field of 10 players was strong, full of previous 

tournament winners and runner ups. However, Mike 
Nerat started strong winning his beginning matches 
making him the player to beat. As play continued 
Mike continued to win all his matches placing him 
into the finals.

Mike has had limited 
playing time since the 
Covid pandemic, but 
apparently has slowly 
worked himself back 
into shape playing 
pool again.

The play down 
of the rest of the 
participants brought 
Ron Holladay and 
Vern Dahl together. 
After losing one 
match they both went 
on to win the rest of 
their matches. These 
two have never met in the semifinals. The winner 
would play Mike Nerat in the final match(s). As it 
turned out, Ron Holladay won a very competitive 
match with Vern and moved into the finals. At this 
point Ron would need to win back-to-back matches 
against Mike because of the double elimination format.

Ron is our club’s resident “activist” who enjoys 
challenging the current status quo of rules used and 
looks to change them when he feels it’s appropriate. 
He has never won a club tournament before.

Congratulations goes to Ron Holladay after 
winning two closely contested matches against Mike, 
to win the tournament. Its Ron’s first championship!

In the lead up to celebrating Labor Day, a day for 
looking back and feeling respected for the hard work 
and accomplishments done for the year, Ron has 
now earned the respect of his fellow club members 
for being a Oakmont club tournament winner. 
Appropriate Labor Day quote: “You always pass 
failure on your way to success.”

Thanks to all the players who participated in this 
tournament and making it a fun and competitive 
event.

Winner Ron Holladay, left, and 
runner-up Mike Nerat, right.

nGreg Fauss

Alpha and a Presentation on 
Ukrainian Widows and Orphans
I (Pastor Greg) recently returned from helping to 

facilitate a camp in Germany for widows and orphans 
from Ukraine. It was a very moving experience and I 
learned a lot. I will give a presentation on it at our 
regular potluck lunch at noon on Sunday, September 
22nd. Everyone is welcome. 

And speaking of welcoming, Alpha 
begins a few days earlier. Alpha is a 
ten-week series of safe discussions 
following a presentation on some aspect 
of the Christian faith. Each meeting begins with a 
meal and light conversation. It’s especially intended 
for anyone exploring faith, refreshing their faith or 
desiring to return to it.

It all begins on September 19 with dinner and 
continues every Thursday from 6:30–8 p.m. at 
Oakmont Gardens. We encourage people to come 
with a friend and make new friends.

To register or for questions please see our website, 
which includes information about our regular Sunday 
Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. in the East Rec. Center, 
our Wednesday Morning Bible Study, Saturday 
Prayer, monthly potlucks and other gatherings. Go 
to www.occsantarosa.org, write us at occsantarosa@
gmail.com or call at (707) 595-0166.

Just For Fun Games Club
nPhillip Herzog

Meeple in Games 
What are Meeple? Where did  

they come from?
Meeple are the people like markers 

that lots of board games use to keep 
track of points, position, etc. The word 
“meeple” is kind of a contraction of two 
words: “My People”—Meeple! Meeple 
come in all sorts of colors. sizes and 
shapes that include people, animals, 
money and anything else that a game needs.

Come join us and let’s talk Meeple.

ABOUT THE JUST FOR FUN GAMES CLUB:
The Just for Fun Games Club is a great place to 

make friends and play all sorts of old and new games 
including board games, card games, tile games and 
dice games! We meet every Saturday at 1 p.m. in the 
CAC Card and Game Room. There are multiple games 
being played at the same time, so you will always be 
able to choose what game you want to play. It’s never 
too serious—because we play games Just for Fun!

The club has a good collection of games on hand and 
players often bring new and different games as well. 
Some of our favorite games are: Wingspan, Catan, 
Ticket to Ride, Splendor, Cubirds, Rummykub, Saint 
Petersburg, Carcassonne Hand and Foot. There are so 
many games out there to play... something for everyone. 
What would you like to play? We’ll teach you how to 
play or you can teach us how to play your game!

Everyone is welcome to come and have a good time 
at the Just for Fun Games Club. Just show up. It’s that 
easy! For more information or to get on the email list 
contact us at Just4FunGamesClub@earthlink.net or 
me at (707) 843-3053.

The Game 
Crafter.

Oakmont Garden Club
nPatty McHugh

Ikebana, the Japanese Art  
of Flower Arrangement 

by ron “kodo” brown
WHEN: Wednesday, October 9, 9:30 a.m. Social, 
10–11 a.m. Program, O&A follows
WHERE: East Rec Center, 7902 Oakmont Drive

A long-time fixture in the 
Bay Area world of Ikebana, 
Ron Brown brings innovative, 
inspiring enthusiasm to Ikebana 
audiences and his students. 
Ron’s journey in Ikebana began 
as an outgrowth of his interest in 
ceramics and the utilitarian use 
of ceramic vessels for esthetic 
purposes. He studied with 
renowned Ikebana teachers 
beginning with Sogetsu Ikebana 
in 1979 studying under Burleigh Fedanzo. In 1986 he 
became a student of Shuko Kobayashi. In 2007, he 
became a student of Kika Shibata and continues to 
study with her today. Ron holds the rank of Komon.

Since his retirement from a 35-year career in the wine 
industry in Sonoma and Napa counties, Ron has been 
actively pursuing his passion and love of Ikebana as a 
second career. Ron teaches Ikebana classes in Sonoma 
and Marin Counties and demonstrates and exhibits 
for many groups throughout California and beyond. 
He teaches a monthly class at Oakmont. 

Ron has been a member of the San Francisco Bay Area 
Chapter #31 of Ikebana International for over 40 years 
and currently serves as the Co-President of the Chapter. 

Ron is noted for creating Ikebana with found or 
discarded objects and rusted metal pieces. He likes the 
contrast of the rusted, pitted metal surfaces with fresh 
plant material. Scouring construction sites, scrap yards, 
and culverts, he collects items for his metal assemblages.

At the October 9 presentation, Ron will create 
arrangements in a variety of styles including the basic 
styes of Sogetsu Ikebana in the low bowl and others in the 
tall vase, Nageire. He will then be doing some freestyle 
arrangements using some of his favorite materials.

Oakmont Art Association
nKathy Byrne

Santa Rosa Open Studios
Four members of the Oakmont Art Association will 

be taking part in the first Santa Rosa Open Studios. 
Their studios will be open Saturday, September 14 
and Sunday, September 15. They also will be open the 
following weekend of September 21 and 22. Hours 
are 10 a.m.–5 p.m. each day. You can go to the map at 
sropenstudios.com to view the website that includes 
all the artists.

I will be offering watercolors and prints. My 
address is 9120 Oak Trail Circle, Studio #68. You can 
click on my name to see my info and can further click 
on the Facebook app to see more of my work.

Cherie Gooler will be offering art quilts and greeting 
cards. Her address is 324 Mountain Vista Court, Studio 
#69. You can also view her at sropenstudios.com.

Richard Winston will be offering paintings. His 
address is 7971 Oakmont Drive, Studio #71. You can 
also view him at sropenstudios.com.

Mark Ballow will be offering mixed media and 
painting. His address is 7971 Oakmont Drive, Studio 
#70. He will be sharing space at the same address 
with Richard Winston, Studio #71. You can view his 
work at sropenstudios.com.

Let’s Dance—Together!
nTerry Whitten, Instructor

LEARN TO CHA CHA IN OCTOBER!
WHAT: Beginning Cha Cha Partner 
Dance Classes
WHEN: Wednesdays, October 2, 9, 
16 and 23
TIME: 4–5:15 p.m.
WHERE: Lower West Rec.
COST: $10 pp for single class; $8 pp 

for two or more classes purchased at same time
Cha Cha is an upbeat and lively partner dance 

that grew out of the Mambo from Cuba in the 
1950’s. Besides Latin songs, there are also a lot of 
contemporary pop songs that have a Cha Cha beat 
including songs by Elton John, Santana, Earth Wind 
and Fire, Madonna and Lady Gaga. 

No partners or experience are required. We will 
rotate partners during the classes, although rotating 
is optional. Classes will meet for 4 sessions in October 
to learn the most basic steps. If you can’t make it to 
all four classes, it is at least best to come to the first 
two classes since each week after the first will build 
on the material taught in the 1st week. A fifth class is 
possible on Oct. 30 if there is interest. Also, any ladies 
that want to lead and any men that want to follow are 
very welcome.

Join us for a fun way to get exercise and meet 
great people. Some studies also indicate that partner 
dancing may actually increase mental acuity and 
reduce the possibility of cognitive decline. It is 
definitely good for our muscles, balance, brains and 
spirit!

To register or for any questions, please contact me 
at twhitten@pacbell.net or call (415) 265-7590.

flflflflflfl
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DRE #01151843

707-538-2270 
www.OakmontHomes.com • 6520 Oakmont Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409

McBride Realty Sells Oakmont

Oakmont’s #1 Real Estate Office in Sales & Service
For more information, or to make an appointment to see any of these beautiful homes, please call our office.

349 Pythian Road—Manzanita —$669,000

348 Oak Leaf Circle—Redwood—$1,100,0006273 Meadowstone Drive—Annadel—$960,000

168 White Oak Drive—St. Helena—$735,000197 White Oak Drive —Triplex C-Unit—$525,000

7563 Ferroggiaro Way—Orchard Res 4—$999,000

Oakmont Birders
nBarbara Kendrick

American Bittern Visits Valley of 
the Moon Golf Course

Sharp-eyed Oakmont birder Carol Legg recently 
spotted an American Bittern visiting a sand trap 
on the 13th hole of the VOM golf course. She also 
saw one there last year – so maybe it’s becoming a 
hangout! Bitterns are secretive and notoriously hard 
to see, as their posture and coloration help them 
blend in well with dense reeds and cattails of their 
preferred marshy habitats. Having one visit a sand 
trap is a surprise and a great opportunity to see an 
otherwise elusive bird. 

The American Bittern is part of the heron family, 
around the size of a snowy egret but lacking its 
slender grace. It has a stocky body, a long-pointed 
bill, and yellow legs, with an overall streaky brown 

and buff coloration, including pronounced brown 
stripes on its head and breast. By extending or 
contracting its relatively long neck, it can achieve 
two distinct appearances: tall and thin, or compact 
like a football. When it wants to disappear among the 
reeds, it elongates its neck and points its bill upward, 
becoming as skinny as possible and allowing its 
vertical stripes to create perfect camouflage. 

Bitterns hunt by standing stock-still for very long 
periods, waiting for a fish or insect to wander close, 
and then stabbing it with lightning speed. When they 
do move about, it’s with great deliberation and, as bird 
expert David Sibley writes, an “agonizingly slow gait.” 

American Bitterns are here year-round in Northern 
California. In the spring breeding season, in Annadel 
Park’s Ledson Marsh you can sometimes hear their 

unique call—a 
weird booming 
or “oomph-kah-
loomph” sound, 
more like a frog than 
a bird. Altogether 
a wonderfully 
strange creature! 
We’re lucky to have 
one in Oakmont.

Have questions 
about birds? Want 
a “Birds Seen 
in Oakmont” 
checklist? E-mail 
bkendrick@jps.net.

American Bittern on a very slow 
walk. (Courtesy of Tom Grey)
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Welcome to Autumn
As we inch into fall, the days shorten, temperatures 

cool, and foliage bursts into color. What better way 
to celebrate autumn than to join other dog lovers at 

              Canine Club
nJean Nattkemper

the annual Members 
Appreciation Party. 
There you will find 
a view of autumnal 
color from the Wild 
Oak Saddle Club, 
good food, and the 
chance to win a prize. 
Attendance is limited 
to active members of 
the Canine Club.

It’s a good time 
to become a member if you haven’t already done 
so. Benefits include a weekly newsletter featuring 
dog-related activities as well as articles on wellness, 
training, and behavior, an Annual Spring Picnic 
for active members, an annual Dog Show offering 
discounted rates to members, and a dedicated 
website.

To join, write a check to the Canine Club for $12 for 
individuals and $20 for households, and place it in 
the club folder in the OVA office. 

Yappy Hour Dog Walks
Open to all Oakmont residents and all dog breeds 

and sizes, these dog walks are self-paced walks of 
about 1 to 2 miles.

Linda’s Yappy Hour Dog Walk: Monday, September 
16, 9 a.m. Meet at the corner of Oakmont Drive and 
Singing Brook.

PJ’s Yappy Hour Dog Walk: Friday September 27, 9 
a.m. Meet at the West Rec. parking area.

Walking the Golf Course
If you walk the golf course, please remember that 

dogs must be leashed. Observe the approved hours: 
each day from daybreak to 7 a.m.; on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, 45 minutes before sunset. To access 
the current schedule or to contact the golf course, visit 
playvom.com or call (707) 539-0415.

Event Outside of Oakmont
The Blessing of the Animals takes place at St. 

Francis Winery (100 Pythian Road at Highway 12) on 
Friday, October 6 from 2–5 p.m.

Oakmont Singles Social Club
nBailey Penzotti, Priscilla Roslyn and Simone Smith

LUAU THEMED MIXER  
WITH AN ICE CREAM SOCIAL

WHEN: Friday, Sept. 20, 6 p.m.     WHERE: East Rec.
Dust off your Aloha wear! Our very own member, 

Steph Brucker, will join her Hula Mai Dancers to 
entertain us, and then invite our members to join in 
an instructional dance of traditional Hawaiian dance. 
Dress in your favorite tropical garb, bring Hawaiian 
themed food to share, and your beverage of choice. 
Following the presentation, the club will sponsor an 
ice cream social.

Please. RSVP on our website at www.
oakmontsinglessocialclub.org by September 16. You 
may also email Priscilla at proslyn49@aol.com. Please 
remember to wear your name badge.

In case you missed the August mixer introducing 
our new website, please bring your charged devices 
to meet with one of our advisors, to learn how to 
navigate the process. This is for your benefit!

October Bon Appetit  
(OSSC Members Only)

WHEN: Thursday, October 3 meet at 5:30 p.m. to 
carpool from the Berger Center
RESTAURANT: 19Ten Bar & Provisions, 115 4th St., 
Santa Rosa, https://19ten.com/menu/

19Ten Bar & Provisions 
is located in the old, faded 
Hotel Oliver build in 1910 in 
Santa Rosa. From their steel 
framed concrete bar, modern 
lighting, graffiti artwork, 
stone counter tops, hardwood 
floors and luscious booths 
and chairs, this will give 
you a feel unlike any other 
restaurant around. Enjoy 
their craft cocktails, excellent 
wine list and their “New 
American menu designed for 
sharing a dining experience.”

Reservation is for 20. Bring 

Deb Ponts enjoying the 
August Bon Apetite 

outing to Sazon Peruvian 
Cuisine and Deli. (Photo 

by Bailey Penzotti)

cash because the restaurant will not provide separate 
checks! Reservation cutoff is October 1. RSVP on our 
new website at www.oakmontsinglessocialclub.org 
or email Simone Smith, ssmith8151@aol.com.

Do you live in Oakmont?  
Are you Single? 

Oakmont Singles Club offers the opportunity to 
network with other singles holding similar interests. 
For more info, visit www.oakmontsinglessocialclub.org.
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Family is  
at the heart of  

everything we do!

1225 Sonoma Avenue 
Santa Rosa

707-525-3730
www.danielschapeloftheroses.com

FD #209/CR #92

Wes, Carol and Will Daniels  
with Patricia Daniels,  

Oakmont Resident  

READERS’ C H OI C E 2 0 1 7 • 2018• 2
01

9

Family owned since 1875

Serving Sonoma County Since 1962

544-0640
1050 N. Dutton, Santa Rosa • www.jacksmithglass.comLic. #432558

Open M–F, 8am–4:30pm
Or by Appointment

JACK SMITH
 GLASS & SASH, INC.

Replacement Windows & Doors Specialists
Featuring Fiberglass, Vinyl & Wood Products

• FREE ESTIMATES • SENIOR DISCOUNTS

• Shower Doors & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors 
• Skylights • Table & Desk Tops • Retractable Screens 

License #1346710

Susan Irvine
Your Neighbor & Realtor

707-696-4648
dreamhousesusan@gmail.com

168 White Oak Drive — 3 BD, 2 BA, high ceilings, spacious and bright.
BRAND NEW stainless double oven, dishwasher and wine fridge.  

Fully-fenced patio with shade awning. Close to all amenities. $735,000

Selling? Make your 
property shine!  
I can help with  

cleaning, painting, 
hauling, etc.

As always, FREE 
pest inspection  

with every  
new listing.

Asian-Pacific Heritage and Cultural
nGary Andersen

Evening of Japanese Music, History 
& Culture With Ikebana Contest

WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 21, 4:30–8 p.m.
PLACE: Berger Center

Dedicated to our Sonoma County Japanese 
American neighbors and open to all Oakmont 
residents and their guests. Bring your own food and 
drink. Complimentary tea and Japanese Mochi dessert 
will be served. Tickets are $25. Dinner music by Gary 
Sugiyama’s Cedar Mountain Band, followed by the 

Kamishibai story of two Sonoma County Japanese 
school children during the 1940’s. Shirley Muramoto 
will play her beautiful traditional Japanese 13 string 
Koto instrument (her mother learned how to play the 
Koto while in the internment camp and passed the 
tradition on to Shirley).

Educator, black belt judo instructor and origami 
master Henry Kaku will share his incredible family 
story of resilience. 

I will share the story of Sonoma’s Frank Matsuyama 

who immigrated here alone at the age of 16 in 
1903. Frank’s marriage in 1912 was one of the first 
Japanese/Caucasian marriages in California. Frank 
was a true entrepreneur who was employed by 
several California police departments to train officers 
in the martial art of Yawara.

The evening will conclude with our own Sonoma 
Taiko Drummers and the traditional Japanese Obon 
Dance led by Sebastopol instructor Diane Ono. 

The Ikebana floral arrangement contest will be 
on display for all Oakmont residents to view free 
from 2–4 p.m. in the Berger Center Room G, along 
with Asian photography and textiles for sale by 
Judy Bellah. Everyone coming to see the Ikebana 
arrangements will be given a ballot to vote for their 
one favorite. Prize winners will be announced at 7 
p.m. To enter the Ikebana contest, contact me at (360) 
778-9604.

Event tickets are $25, obtained by filling out a 
payment form at our OVA club folder or on line at: 
www.asianpacificheritagecultureclub.org.

Shirley Muramoto and an Ikebana Floral Arrangement.
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We’re Uniquely Big On  

Your life is full of intention, connection and possibilities. 
Here you’ll find a community that nurtures what truly 
matters to you. So go ahead, craft your days at Spring 
Lake Village with moments that fulfill and people that 
inspire and help you flourish. Your new home awaits. 
 

INDEPENDENT LIVING  |  ASSISTED LIVING
SKILLED NURSING  |  REHABILITATION  |  MEMORY CARE

License 490107656 / COA #352

5555 Montgomery Drive, Santa Rosa

Come explore your options by  
scheduling a personalized tour. 
707.579.6964  |  springlakevillage-sr.org 

St. Francis Flooring Inc.
Free In-Home Flooring Design Consultation  

Within Sonoma County

we SpecIalIze In reSIdentIal & commercIal FloorIng

707-539-4790
FREE ESTIMATES

Discounts to Oakmont Residents
Mon–Fri 9am–5pm, Sat by appointment only 

www.stfrancisflooring.com
116 Calistoga Road, Santa Rosa

(Behind St. Francis Shopping Center)

• Hardwood • Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate
• Cork Floors • Duraceramic

Owners & Operators Cheryl & Kerry Brown with Holly

• Excellent Customer Service  
• Competitive Pricing • In-House Licensed Installers  

• All Work Done In a Timely Manner  
• Check Out Flooring Samples From Our Large Showroom

• Serving Sonoma County For Over 30 Years

Calistoga Road

Hw
y 1

2

Safeway
St. Francis
Flooring

St. Francis

Shopping 

Center
Tire 

Store Parking

Construction 
License #879688

Current Events Discussion Group
nTina Lewis

This is a very important year to discuss current 
events! Please join us every Friday from 1–2:30 p.m. 
at the East Rec. to hear all sides of issues from local to 
international. Come in person if you can; join us on 
Zoom if you can’t. 

Following the meeting join us at OAK for Happy 

Hour. This has become very popular, giving everyone 
a chance to socialize, unwind, and have something to 
eat and drink. 

If you are not on the Zoom mailing list and wish 
to be, or if you have questions, email tinalewis31@
comcast.net or call (707) 758-9739.

Critter Cam Club
nJohn Tan

Critters Alive
Here in Oakmont, we don’t just have our friends and 

relatives as visitors, we have the many animals and birds 
prancing and foraging through our gardens and yards.

The Critter Cam Club, 
one of the newest clubs in 
Oakmont, is a gathering of 
wildlife enthusiasts who 
share photos and videos 
of our local wildlife with 
each other, along with 
learning about the local 
species in our community. 
The information we gather 
may also be useful to our 
neighboring parks, nature 
organizations and real estate 
agents and their clients.

Hawk in John Tan’s backyard. 
(Photo by John Tan)

If this interests you, join us! Email me at crittercamclub 
@gmail.com and include “Critter Cam Club” in the 
subject line. Our first meeting is on Tuesday, Sept. 24 at 
the OVA Administration Office, Room B, 2–4 p.m. Call 
if you have any questions, (415) 717-2995.

General & Implant Dentistry
Tony Sanchez, DDS

OAKMONT
DENTAL

707-539-0336
6594 Stone Bridge Road, Santa Rosa 95409 

oakmontdentist.com • info@oakmontdentist.com
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Tennis Club
nJack Breibart

Get Ready for Action
The temperature is cooling, and it is much better 

“tennis weather”—whatever that is—although the 
searing heat didn’t stop play only brought some time 
adjustments.

So, where is this leading? To a busy schedule of 
Tennis Club events for Autumn, when the leaves on 
the trees will be turning colors to provide a glorious 
background for the West Courts.

The kickoff—it’s football season, too—for a busy 
couple of months will be the annual Ten Beer Social, 
a sort of free-wheeling annual event on Friday, 
September 20, where players show up with appetizers 
and beverages and make up matches. Time for this is 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m., allegedly so people can make it after 
work. Does anyone still 
work?

Then on Saturday, 
October 19, there will 
be a Men’s Doubles 
Tournament with a 
little, just a little, more 
formality. Partners will 
be made up by drawing 
playing cards and 
partners will switch 
after sets. This will. be 
followed by a Women’s 
Doubles event on the 
following Saturday, 
October 26.

Of course, same rules: partners by draw and switch 
after sets.

All of this activity will be on the West Courts. The 
spare-no-expenses Tennis Board is digging deep to 
come up with appropriate prizes for the winners of 
the Men’s and Women’s tournaments, and there will 
be actual winners.

Meanwhile, back on late Sunday afternoons when 
the shadows are falling on the West Courts, Cindy 
Fischer and Reed Davis have started what they hope 
will become a tradition: Margaritas and lots of nibbles 
plus several hours of tennis. It can’t miss.

The board also has begun to stir with plans for a 
Winter Social in January. That’s a ways away so put 
back your calendar schedules for now.

The Sunday Afternoon Margaritas Group on Sept 1. That’s Reed second on the left,  
Cindy second on the right. (Photo by Lou Lacson)

nMary Blake

JOIN US MONDAY EVENING!
We’d love to introduce you to lawn bowling, so 

we’re holding an Open House.
WHERE: On the Bowling Green, next to the Central 
Activity Center
WHEN: Monday, September 16, from 5–7 p.m.
WHO: Open to all Oakmont residents. This is a 
gentle, outdoor exercise. There’s some walking, some 
standing, some bending and some sitting.

We’ll show you around the Green. There will be a 

Lawn Bowling
demonstration game in progress so you can see what 
a game is like. And we’ll have trainers and equipment 
so you can roll a few bowls to see if this is the sport 
for you. It should be a beautiful evening. We’ll have 
light snacks and beverages and a wonderful view of 
the mountains around us. 

And after that? If you find this is something you’d 
like to do, we’ll set you up with free lessons so you 
can learn more of the rules and improve your skills. 
Membership is $20 per year. We have club equipment 
you can use and we also have used equipment you 
can buy if you’d like to have your own set. 

WHAT IS LAWN BOWLING?
Depictions of lawn bowls can be found in ancient 

Egyptian artworks, including tomb paintings and 
hieroglyphs. The ancient Greeks also bowled and it 
later became popular among Romans. The object is 
to have your team’s bowls (aka balls) end up closest 

Bowlers in the Women’s Singles Tournament.

Women’s Singles 
Final—Marilyn 
Garland, 
Steve Pickell 
(marker), and 
Bonnie Johnston 
(winner). 

to the target. The bowls aren’t round 
and curve as they roll, making the 
game much more interesting.

WOMEN’S SINGLES WINNER
Bonnie Johnston rolled against 

Marilyn Garland to become the 
Women’s Singles champion. To quote 
Marilyn: “Bonnie was awesome!” 

Email: oakmontlawnbowling@
gmail.com. Website: www.
oakmontlawnbowling.com.

Domino Club
nBrian Huckins

Mix Those Dominos
The Oakmont Domino Club meets every Thursday 

morning at 9:30 a.m. in the Central Activity Center 
Card Room. 

We play the popular Five-up Game (more commonly 
referred to as the San Francisco Five-up Game). Two, 
three or four can play. The four handed or partners 
game is our preferred format. A slight wager has been 
known to add to the interest. 

It is easy to learn and anyone who can add, subtract 
and divide can play the game. The fundamentals are 
simple and can be learned quickly. The finer points 
can be managed with a little study and practice.

Looking for players of all abilities to join. Lessons 
are available.

Please contact me at (415) 602-9083 or bvhuckins@
gmail.com. 

Oakmont  
Democratic Club

nSusan Bercu

KNOW YOUR BALLOT!
Cast your vote wisely! The November 5th General 

Election is almost here! We are all knowledgeable 
and ecstatic about the dynamic duo at the top: 
Kamala Harris and Tim Walz. Down ballot races and 
propositions could not be more vital this year.

Do you know the statewide 
and local measures, initiatives, 
and candidates that will appear 
on the ballot? What are they? 
How do they affect us? Why care 
about school boards/trustees?

Your questions will be 
addressed at this informative 
event on Thursday, September 26, 6:30 p.m., East 
Rec Center. The Oakmont Democratic Alliance 
(umbrella organization including Democratic Club, 
Progressives, PerSisters, Sister District and Standing 
for Justice) will host an instructive presentation 
where all these measures and initiatives will be 
clearly defined. Several spokespeople and candidates 
will talk and hold Q&A. You and friends are invited! 
Please bring a snack and beverage to share.

Next up: Fundraiser “Walk  
(or hang out) for Democracy” 

Sun., Sept. 15, 9–11 am, Howarth Park
This event is hosted by the Sister District Project. 

Donations go directly to candidates running for state 
legislature in swing states. Bring friends and family. 
Beverages and home baked goods provided. For 
information email sd.sonomacountyeast@gmail.com.

All you “joyful warriors” are invited to sign up to 
volunteer and participate in more exciting opportunities. 
In this momentous election with our freedom and our 
democracy at stake, we can win with the mobilization 
of you, your neighbors, friends and family!

We are all needed in this fight to win! Check 
out the Oakmont Democratic Alliance website for 
fundraising events and ways you can volunteer and 
canvass to gain control of congress at https://www.
oakmontdemocraticalliance.org.

You have influence! Call and email your elected 
officials to let them know your stand on issues. Contact 
information is on the Democratic Club website at 
https://www.oakmontdemclub.org/resources.

Slot-Car Club 
nRay Wells

Hi, I’m Ray Wells, an Oakmont resident for 20 years. 
I propose to start a Slot-Car Club using a temporary 
Carrera track in one of the Rec. centers, to race for 
one day every six months. Twenty Oakmont resident 
members are needed to qualify for a new club, so I 
need 19 volunteers.

Today’s toy tracks are digital, allowing six cars on a 
2-lane track with lane-changers to pass and authentic 
pit-stops. At the moment I assemble a 100’ track in 
my living-room quarterly for my grandkids to play 
on. We run mostly Carrera GTD cars with magnets 
removed as the painted track has good grip. It needs 
more scenery and extra portable tables to debut at a 
Rec. Center.

Google “East Bay Slot Car Club” to see videos of a 
similar story.

An inaugural meeting is set for October 10, 10 
a.m. in the Berger Center, Room B. If there is enough 
support, we could plan the first event. Race days will 
be open to Oakmont residents and guests, as well as 
club members.

If you have interest, please e-mail me at Raywingit@
comcast.net and definitely mark your calendar for the 
first meeting.
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Wii Bowling
Oakmont Lanes

nTerry Leuthner

Oakmont Lanes Bowling Club is a Bowling League 
consisting of four-person teams that utilize Nintendo 
Wii to simulate the experience of bowling without 
the weight of a bowling ball. Any resident who has 
the ability of holding a small remote control in their 
hand while swinging their arm as if they were rolling 
a bowling ball will be able to join.

Anyone interested in joining our Club, either as a 
team bowler or substitute, please call me at (707) 291-
3023 or stop by the East Recreation Center on Tuesdays 
from 2–3:30 p.m. (no bowling fourth Tuesdays) to see 
us in action. We charge $25 for a 10-week Tournament 
that includes the playoffs. 

2 p.m. League: 10 teams, 4 bowlers per team. Each 
bowler bowls three games and has his/her own 
handicap (80%) and average. Bowler and team results 
are recorded each week. See www.oakmontlanes.com 
for club information, bowling dates, week results and 
team schedules to bring cookies and help setup at 
1:15 p.m. and tear down equipment at 3:30 p.m.

Bowling dates: Sept. 17 (week #5). No bowling 
Sept. 24 (fourth Tuesday). Oct. 1(week #6), 8 (week 
#7), 15 (week #8) 29 (week #9). No bowling Oct. 22 
(fourth Tuesday).

RESULTS AS OF Sept. 3 (Week #3 Fall 
League)

2 p.m. League: first place tie, Alley Oops, Pin 
Pushers and Phantom Strikers; fourth place, Pocket 
Hits; fifth place, Strikers; sixth place, Wii Four; 
seventh place, King Pins; eighth place, High Rollers; 
ninth place, 4 Tops; tenth place, Ghosts.

Men’s High Games: Don Shelhart, 254; Glenn 
Hewitt, 247; Larry Souza, 243; Scott Harris, 223; 
Mike Apicella, 216; Charlie Ensley, 214; Frank 
Schepergerdes, 213; Richard Adamczyk, 210.

Women’s High Games: Joanne Abrams, 279; 
Rhonda D’Agostini, 252; Valerie Hulsey, 236; Peggy 
Ensley, 234; Sandy Osheroff, 228; Diane Price, 208; 
Flicia Laden, 207; Donnarose Ilecki, 204; Carolita 
Carr, 201, Marie Haverson, 201.

InvestOAK 
nJoe Pundyk

Choosing a successor executor
In our next meeting of InvestOAK on Friday, 

September 20 a speaker from the Santa Rosa Council 
on Aging will provide an interesting discussion on 
choosing a successor executor for your will and trust 
in case the chosen executor cannot perform their duty. 

The Council on Aging has been providing fiduciary 
services to older adults for 50 years. Their Financial 
Services Team include the Director, Professional 
Licensed Fiduciaries, Financial Case Managers, 
Record Manager, and Accounts Coordinator. Their 
team works closely together to ensure your estate 
plan is implemented correctly and your final wishes 
are carried out as you had intended.

There is a possibility that one’s executor doesn’t 
survive forever, and it could be prudent to have a 
substitute successor in your trust or will. We expect 
the presentation will be lively, no pun intended and 
expect lots of questions and hopefully solid answers.

After the presentation Joe will provide the financial 
results for the last few months that will indicate 
the U.S. and world market’s performance and the 
strength of our economy.

The InvestOAK Club meets the third Friday of 
every month at 10 a.m. at the Central Activity Center, 
Room B. Try to arrive early to assure a seat so you 
don’t miss the fun!

nDon McPherson

Celebrating Another Great Year
With just the October 19 Oktoberfest tournament 

and potluck picnic lunch event remaining in the 2024 
season, the Oakmont Pétanque Club is celebrating 
another very successful year. The club held its second 
annual home and home match tournament against 
another club, Santa Rosa’s Pétanque La Rose. A full 
slate of players participated in the Springtime and 
Bastille Day tournaments, and members enjoyed 
continuing the tradition of two Evening Pétanque 
social/play nights in June and August. 

The bi-weekly club column continues in the 
Oakmont News in addition to regular e-newsletters 
to members. The club continues to welcome new 
members, expanding the Roster to a record-high 73 
members, and looks forward to a strong finish to the 
2024 season and enthusiastic planning for 2025. 

Tom Bonomi pointing in the recent Bastille Day Tournament 
with opposing teammates Barbara Lowell, Barbara Newton, 

and Ernest Culver looking on. 

Pétanque in Oakmont Monday, 
Wednesday, Saturday

French in origin, Pétanque (pay-tonk), also known 
in the United Kingdom as Boules, has been a feature of 
organized play in Oakmont since the 1980s. The club, 
founded as an OVA organization in 1996, encourages 
all Oakmonters who may be interested in playing or 
learning to play to come to the courts between Berger 
and the OVA offices at 9:45 a.m. on the Club Play 
days of Monday, Wednesday and Saturday. Club Play 
days are casual friendly games with teams randomly 
chosen. The club has boules to lend while you’re 
learning, and you’ll be playing right away. 

Anyone, regardless of experience, is welcome to 
enjoy the challenge and camaraderie of a simple game 
that is inexpensive, fun to play, learned quickly, and 
endlessly fascinating in its deeper levels of execution 
and strategy. No membership dues are required—just 
sign up to be on the club roster.

Oakmont Cat  
Care Coop 

nMary Ellen King

Need Care for Kitty  
While You Are Away?

Join the Oakmont Cat Care Coop and share the care! 
For Oakmont residents only. Active participation for 
over 15 years.

For information and to get on the list contact me at 
(707) 849-1581.

Oakmont Vets Club 
nPaul Gowins and Pat Hendricks

Are you an Oakmont Veteran?
The Oakmont Veterans Club would like to honor 

you this coming Veterans Day! We would like to thank 
you for your service by displaying your picture along 
with your bio in our Hall of Honor. For the month of 
October, the Veteran’s Club will display in the CAC 
our Oakmont veterans’ pictures, to also include those 
veterans who have deceased.

Please bring your veteran picture and bio (with 
name, service branch, and years of service) to the 
OVA Administrative office during the month of 
September. (Note: that office is closed between 12 and 
1 p.m. daily). Your picture will be scanned and filed 
later. Your picture will then be returned to you. 

Last year’s display. (Photo by Pat Hendricks)

Karen DeGroot and Pat Hendricks will make 
posters from the photos to display at the CAC for the 
month of October. Your story will also be displayed in 
the Hall of Honor, and the Berger Center on Nov. 11 
for the Veterans Day Parade celebrations. Thank you 
for your service!

For more information call Karen DeGroot, (707) 
974-6455 or Pat Hendricks, (707) 321-2369.

Also, on the topic of Veterans Day, we will host a 
special parade in Oakmont this year (the route TBA), 
and we are looking for drivers with vintage vehicles 
that will be carrying some of our Honoree Veterans 
along the parade route. If you want to be one of 
those drivers, or have a nominee for an honored 
veteran, contact Mike Murphy, mmurphy99@gmail.
com or (408) 221-1284; or contact Michael Hudson, 
Swiftvet17@gmail.com or (303) 570-5405. If you have 
a vintage vehicle to drive you will also need to fill out 
this form for the OVA at the following link: https://
oakmontvillage.com/article/veterans-car-application.

Next issue we will resume reporting all of our usual 
club news topics of interest and focus on our club’s 
two vital partnerships.

Vaccine Clinic  
Coming Up This Fall

nOVA Staff
OVA is once again hosting a series of Vaccine Clinic 

Days at the Berger Center this fall. Upcoming dates 
are Thursday, Sept. 19; Thursday, Oct. 3; and Tuesday, 
Oct. 29. All clinics will be 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

This vaccine clinic is offering the following vaccines: 
FLU 2024-25 (Standard and High Dose for 65+ years 
old), COVID 2024-25 (if available), Prevnar 20 and RSV.

You can make an appointment at www.safeway.
com/vaccinations/group-clinic/OakmontSR2024.

Please bring your medical and prescription card to 
the clinic at the time of your appointment plus the 
printed version of the consent form you receive at the 
time of booking your appointment. There will also be 
consent forms at the clinic, or you can download it at 
the link below. 

If you are not insured, please prepay with the 
Safeway pharmacy by calling (707) 766-9477. Safeway 
is unable to bill for Kaiser members. flflflflflfl
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Need a ride? give a ride!
oakmont volunteer helpers

We provide the following services to Oakmont Residents:
n Transportation to medical/dental appointments in Santa Rosa only

nMeals on Wheels  525-0383
If you would like to be a volunteer,  please call 539-8996.  Donations  
to Oakmont Volunteer Helpers are appreciated and tax deductible.  

Mail your check payable to Oakmont Volunteer Helpers,  
6637 Oakmont Dr., Ste. A, Santa Rosa, CA 95409.  Thank you.

Mon.–Fri. medical rides before 9 AM or after 4 PM are subject to limited 
volunteer driver availability. No service on weekends or holidays.  
Please call at least three full working days prior to appointment.  

We regret that we are unable to provide either wheelchair  
or emergency service. 

Coordinator
Rides to Medical Appointments 

September 1–15
Adrian Tiller  415-408-3741

September 16–30
Bev Leve  707-539-2802

How to Contact  
Your Local Officials

 
County Supervisor Susan Gorin, District 1

Phone (707) 565-2241
Address: 575 Administration Drive, Rm. 100A, Santa Rosa 95403

Email: Susan.Gorin@sonoma-county,org
 

City Councilwoman Dianna MacDonald, District 3
Email: dmacdonald@srcity.org

Address: City Hall, 100 Santa Rosa Ave., Rm.10, Santa Rosa 95404

Hikers
nScott Finn

We welcome you to join us on a hike whether 
you are a member yet or not and the annual 
membership is only $15. Go to our website at www.
oakmonthikingclub.org to join the club, get hike 
details, club information, photos and more. For a 
complete description of each hike and to register, 
please keep checking our website for updates.

September 19: Long Hike 
Moonwalk at Sugarloaf Ridge 

State Park
Attention Long Hikers: to shake things up, plan 

a Full Moon Hike leaving Berger at 5 p.m. We’ll 

Salmon Creek at Chanslor Ranch.

Full Moon Hike on Bald 
Mountain.

start at the Ferguson 
Observatory parking lot 
and immediately start the 
uphill trek toward Bald 
Mountain. The moon will 
accompany us as soon as 
it rises (but after we get 
going). There’s a great 
opportunity to view the 
moon’s presentation of 
light and beauty. 

After our stop at Bald 
Mountain, we’ll circle 
around to Gray Pine 
trail to start our descent 
completing a total distance of six-and-a-half miles 
with an elevation of 1558′. Bring water, something 
to replenish your appetite, a good headlamp and 
walking poles. The hike down is sometimes slippery 
due to the mixture of dirt and small pebbles. Hike 
leader is David Steinberger, dmstein.723@gmail.com.

September 19: Intermediate Hike 
Chanslor Ranch—Bodega Bay

Ocean views, wetlands and horses! Sonoma County 
Regional Parks newest acquisition, Chanslor Ranch, 
is nestled in the hills along Highway 1, featuring 
ponds and wetlands, coastal grassland, ocean views, 
and Salmon Creek as it flows into the sea. Two 
intermediate levels of hikes with both walking along 
the Pond Trail, Osprey and Salmon Creek trails. One 
hike is 5 miles with some steep undulating spots 
along the Salmon Creek trail, 400 ft. elev. Option 2, a 
6-mile trek with 750–1000 ft. elevation that only does 
part of Salmon but includes the Vista Trail with two 
optional higher elevation viewpoints. 

Bring poles, sunscreen and lunch. Temporarily 
no fee. Leave the Berger at 8:30 a.m. Rain or muddy 
conditions cancels. Hike leaders are Marilyn and John 
Pahr, (707) 541-6430.

September 26: Long Hike 
Loop Thru and Around Muir Woods

Starting at the Mountain Home Inn, we’ll hike 
down into the park and then up and around the 
opposite ridge. From Panoramic Drive, we’ll hike 
down to join the Bootjack Loop into Muir Woods to 
enjoy the redwoods and observe the park’s wildlife, 
aka tourists. Then we will escape up to the ridge 
where we’ll loop back to where we began. About 8 
miles and 1200′ of climbing. 

Hike leader is Jeff Zalles, (415) 999-5333, jeffzalles@
gmail.com.

Sister District  
of Oakmont

nCarolita Carr
Join Sister District Sonoma  

County East for a Walk  
for Democracy!

WHERE: Howarth Park, Santa Rosa—exact location 
shared on registration
WHEN: Sunday, September 15 from 8–11 a.m. 

Come join us for a walk in the park—by yourselves 
or with a group—or just gather in a nice place 
together for good morning refreshments! We’ve 
reserved a beautiful spot with plenty of space for 
you, pets on leash, your kids, family, and friends. 
We provide coffee, juice, homemade baked goods, 
one raffle ticket, and the option to walk alone or with 
others. Raffle items may include: wine from our wine 
tasting event, homemade jam, wine paraphernalia, 
and more! If you want to hang out with us, please 
bring a camp chair for your comfort.

All donations go directly to our candidates, running 
for state legislature in swing states.

How to Register: go to https://secure.actblue.com/
donate/sd155-kim-gresham-240915-sonomace, make 
your donation and you will be registered. Return 
email will provide further information. 

Next Event: Poker for Democracy!
WHERE: Oakmont—exact location shared on 
registration
WHEN: Saturday, September 28, 6–8:30 p.m.

Want to have a good time while helping to preserve 
American democracy? Join us for our most popular 
event, friendly rounds of poker, food, beverages, and 
camaraderie! You do not have to be a poker player to 
enjoy this evening. Whether you are a card shark or 
just want to have a fun time with fun people, you’ll 
have a good time! 

Information and Registration: https://tinyurl.
com/SDSCEWalk4Democracy2024

Details coming soon, here and on our Facebook  
page, https://www.facebook.com/SisterDistrict 
SonomaCountyEast.

Questions? Email sd.sonomacountyeast@gmail.com.

   Genealogy Club
nGeorge McKinney

Share Stories of WWI, Roaring 20s, 
and the Great Depression

The Oakmont Genealogy Club will meet September 
23 at 1 p.m. and on Zoom.

Genealogy research is about understanding the 
lives of those who came before us. All are welcome 
to come whether you’re a member of the Genealogy 
Club or not.

We’re sharing 
family stories and 
mementos of the early 
20th century at this 
meeting. Think about 
everything from 
dance marathons 
to flapper clothing. 
We’ve got a Gibson 
Girl and someone 
who performed at 
the White House for 
President Roosevelt.

Think about 
your grandmother’s favorite recipes. And your 
grandfather’s railroad watch. Do you have clothing 
or jewelry from your grandmother? Do you have an 
old car from the family? 

How about wedding pictures? If you have pictures 
to share, send them to oakmontancestry@gmail.com 
and we’ll have them posted.

This is probably a meeting that’s best in person, 
but if you need to be on Zoom, here’s the sign in 
information:

Meeting ID: 862 2760 9536. Passcode: 030213.

Oakmont Spiritual  
Collaborative

nSue Aiken

Join Others  
in Exploring Spirituality

You are always welcome to join our regularly 
scheduled meetings in Room B in the CAC on second 
and fourth Tuesdays at 4:15 p.m.

We begin each session with a 5-minute guided 
meditation to center ourselves to be present with all 
in the room. In some cases, we have a reading to open 
our discussion. Or we may have an individual check-
in from which a topic emerges. When we close our 
circle each week, we put forth an idea or suggestion 
for the topic for the next session. 

Our discussions are meant to be inclusive, 
nonjudgmental, with individuals both sharing and 
in support of one another. It is an opportunity to 
explore spirituality both through sharing personal 
experiences and often with sharing of expertise 
whether through a video or perhaps reading of a 
book or other reading material.

Questions? Please contact me at slaiken5440@
gmail.com or Geoffrey Canham at gcanham@cs.com.

flflflflflfl
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To place an ad, contact:  CJM Productions , 2105 Longhorn Circle, Santa Rosa, CA 95401 • 707-206-1957 • cjmprod567@gmail.com

GUITAR LESSONS
Cut to the chase guitar lessons by the 
2024 California Music Hall of Fame 
recipient Al Ferguson. No reading music 
or theory. Just pick up the guitar and play 
taught. Oakmont resident. Al Ferguson, 
(909) 583 1342. 

OAKMONT’S PAINTING SERVICES
29 years in Oakmont. Many Oakmont 
references. Great work at fair prices. 
License #1108640. Bonded and 
Insured. (707) 528-8222 or email 
OakmontsPainting@gmail.com.

TONY’S GARDENING SERVICES
General landscape, mowing, yard 
maintenance (free fertilizer included, so 
your grass and plants can be greener than 
every), high weed clearance. Clean-up, 
hauling, trimming, pruning and gutters. 
Free estimates. Ref. available. Tony 
Sandoval, (707) 321-2958.

RESIDENTIAL WINDOW CLEANING
Window cleaning in Oakmont. Sparkling 
windows and friendly service. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Get a free quote. Call Seth, 
(707) 708-4343.

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Carpentry, drywall, electrical, plumbing, 
installation and assembly. Other 
imaginative jobs welcome! Fair hourly 
rate. www.thehandylance.com.  
(707) 881-7292.

CHRISTO TRANSPORTATION
Based in Oakmont, available for 
airport transport at competitive prices. 
Commercially insured with TCP 32055. 
Call Chris, (707) 205-8109.

½ HOME TO RENT
Senior woman looking to share 1,500 
sq. ft. two-bedroom duet near East 
Recreation Center in Oakmont. $1,400 
per month, plus $125 membership dues. 
Includes access to swimming pool, hot 
tub, pickleball courts, fitness center, social 
events, 150 clubs, etc. Karen Dewit,  
(415) 312-8221.

GARDEN TRIMMING 
An emphasis upon a natural look, since 
2007, and home projects as well. Small 
jobs OK. Richard, 833-1806. I’m an 
Oakmont resident.

ONE WAY PLUMBING, INC.
Dependable experts serving you and your 
neighbors with excellence and integrity 
for over 20 years. Licensed, bonded and 
insured. Senior discounts available. CA 
Lic. #854537. Find us on the web at www.
onewayplumb.net or call us at 537-1308
 for all your plumbing needs.

CLASSIFIEDS
VALLEY OF THE MOON PLUMBING
We are a local plumbing company that 
can take care of all your plumbing needs 
from service and repair, to remodels and 
additions. Call today to schedule a free 
estimate. (707) 800-2043.

HAVING TROUBLE GETTING  
YOUR GARBAGE TO THE CURB  
FOR PICK-UP?
I can come to your home to put your 
trash receptacle to the curb Wednesday 
afternoon, and bring it back on Thursday 
afternoon. Call Dan Lennox,  
(707) 889-0205.

RESIDENTIAL POWER WASHING 
AND WINDOW CLEANING
Servico Window Cleaning Co. Free 
estimates. Call today, (707) 249-3343.

AIR CONDITIONING REPAIR
Heating, Cooling, service and repair. 
Serving Sonoma Valley. Call Vince Parish 
at Ridgeback Mechanical,  
(707) 666-5056.

ERIC WILSON,  
REMODELING SPECIALISTS
Kitchens, baths, rehabs, decks, patios, 
roofing, plumbing, electrical, insulation. 
Fire and water damage repair. Quality 
service, reasonable rates. Proudly serving 
locally for over 30 years. Free estimates. 
Lic. #669482. Visit our website: www.
specialtyimprovementsunlimited.com. 
Call today, (707) 328-3555.

HANDYMAN/CARPENTER
Easy to work with, reliable. Reasonable 
pricing. Oakmont/Sonoma references. 
32 yrs. experience. Remodels, electrical, 
plumbing. Hardwood floors. Free 
estimate. Ernesto, (707) 974-0359.

DOORS AND WINDOWS
Consultive sales and installation. Local 
suppliers. Father and son team, 30 years 
of experience. Lic. #527924. www.
doorbeautiful.com. Call (707) 539-3196.

FOR ALL YOUR PAINTING NEEDS
Quality affordable work at reasonable 
rates. Interior painting including rooms, 
cabinets, railings, decks, fencing. Pressure 
washing and more. Call Michelle,  
(707) 378-3600.

JOSH BEGIN ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR
For all your electrical needs, including 
rewiring, troubleshooting, generators, 
panel upgrade, lighting, EV chargers, 
security/landscape lighting. Available 
24/7. Lic. #461220. Free estimates.  
Call (707) 690-2541.  
Visit www.begintobuild.com.

GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
Locally owned and operated Dependable 
Doors offers full servicing, repair, and 
replacement of garage doors and motors. 
Call Casey at (707) 775-8009 for all of 
your garage door needs. Lic. #1016951.

REPAIRS PILING UP? CALL RAY
No job too big or too small. Heating, 
water heaters, plumbing, electrical, 
drywall, patching, painting, appliance 
repairs, honey do’s, etc. Quality and 
affordable. Ray, (707) 280-2699.

MARTHA L PROFESSIONAL  
HOUSE CLEANING
Home, office, move-outs. Window, bed 
linens and much more. 19+ years of 
experience. References upon request. 
548-9482 or marthal1041@att.net.

CARPET, UPHOLSTERY  
AND TILE CLEANING
Gavin Anderson, local Sonoma resident. 
20+ years experience. Senior pricing. Free 
estimates. Call 935-6334.

HANDYMAN RESIDENT
Ask for Ricky, a personable “Jack of all 
Trades” with great attention to detail.  
I meet your quality goals and prioritize 
Oakmont residents. Let’s discuss the work 
and its cost. (408) 838-5618.

COMPUTER OOPS?
Oakmont Onsite Personal Computer 
Services. 11+ years helping Oakmonters. 
Call Chuck for all things computer and 
Tutoring. References available. Over 350 
satisfied Oakmont customers. $50/hr., 
one hour minimum. (707) 293-8011.

TREE TRIMMING
Pruning, trimming, hedges, mowing. Fruit 
trees, stump grinding. Pressure washing. 
Over 20 yrs. of experience. Free estimates. 
Now accept credit cards. Visit website: 
ajyardservice.com. Call Alex,  
(707) 322-1646. Lic. #06530716.

THE VINE LANDSCAPING
Professional fruit tree and rose pruning, 
ornamentals. All aspects of general 
landscaping.  One time or monthly 
service. Older experienced gardener. Call  
(707) 252-3138 or (707) 338-1807.

YOUR PERSONAL CAREGIVER  
AND ADVOCATE
Qualified to care for all your needs. 
Available 24/7 or hourly. 20+ yrs. 
experience providing honest, reliable, 
dedicated, competent, compassionate 
care, with a sense of humor. Native 
CA, clear background check with 
fingerprinting. Specialize in Dementia. 
Starla, (925) 698-6312. Many references 
and website available. Not an agency.

SENIOR DISCOUNT FOR 
PERMANENT MAKEUP!
Wake up with makeup! Brows, eyeliner, 
lips. 15 yrs. experience in Rincon Valley. 
Call Mel, (415) 572-4745.

CERTIFIED CAREGIVER
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) and 
hospice caregiver. Light housekeeping, 
errands, transportation to appointments 
and shopping. Over 20 yrs. of experience. 
Maria Barrera, (707) 393-9748.

CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING
Barrera General Contractor. Decks, fences, 
kitchen and bathrooms, finish carpentry 
and general construction. Licensed and 
insured. CA Lic. #1044479. Call (707)  
843-9469, (707) 975-6576 or (707)  
393-9748 (cell).

EXPERIENCED TUTOR
I have 35 years of experience and teaching 
kindergarten to third graders in reading, 
reading comprehension, writing and 
spelling. Help maintain your grandchild’s 
skills this summer. Call Mary, (650)  
291-6307. MS in Speech and Language 
(SLP).

GARDENING
A natural look since 2007 and without the 
dreaded roar of a leaf blower machine. 
Small jobs OK. Richard. Oakmont resident. 
833-1806.

OAK ISLAND VACATION RENTAL
2 Bedroom/2 Bathroom, tastefully 
upgraded. Fabulous Golf Course setting, 
with Mountain and Sunset Views. 
Immediately available! September thru 
October. Please call Cathy, (650)  
773-7646.

PET MAN DAN
I am established dog walker in Oakmont. 
I walk 1 dog at a time, unless you have 
more. There is an availability in my 
schedule for a 25 to 35-min. dog walk 
in the mornings. Licensed and insured. 
References available. Call or text Dan 
Lennox at (707) 889-0205.

NEED A PART-TIME COMPANION?
Experienced professional to take 
individuals to appointments, shopping 
and miscellaneous errands. Other duties 
upon request. Flexible hours. Hourly rate 
is negotiable. Excellent references.  
Call Susan, (707) 481-8347.

PAINTER/HANDYMAN
Interior/Exterior. 30 yrs. experience. 
Single rooms or full interiors. Friendly and 
honest. Morse Painting, Lic. #656306. Call 
Dan, (707) 799-5823.

BAYSIDE REMODELING  
AND CONSTRUCTION
Oakmont specialist—since 1986, general 
contractor John J. Coyle. Free design 
and consultations. Bathrooms, kitchens, 
roofing, additions. We do it all. Licensed, 
insured, bonded. Local references.  
(415) 879-1634.

BODEN PLUMBING,  
HEATING AND AIR
For all your plumbing and heating 
needs. Local plumbers in business since 
the late 20th century, licensed, bonded 
and insured. Same day service is often 
available. Money-saving coupons!  
CA Lic. #659920. Please call  
(707) 996-8683 or go to  
www.BodenPlumbing.com.

BABE’S TRANSPORT
A personal transportation service for 
airports, cruises and vacations, doctor 
visits, shopping and so much more. Flat 
fee per trip. Larger vehicles on request. 
All drivers Covid vaccinated. Commercially 
licensed and insured. TCP #40474. Call 
Babe’s for reservations at (707) 545-2850.

OAKMONT COMPUTERS 
PC and Apple repair in Oakmont Village. 
Technical services and onsite repair. 
Media transfers. 6536 Oakmont Dr., 
(707) 282-9046.

DUMP RUNS
Yard waste, construction debris, junk 
garbage. Reasonable rates, free estimates. 
Call Erick, (707) 537-5459.

SONOMA VALLEY LEGAL SERVICES
Providing legal services for Estate 
Planning, including preparation or 
amendment of wills, trust, healthcare 
directives and powers of attorney, Family 
Law Mediation and other non-litigation 
family law services. Call for a free 
30-minute consultation. Attorney Bailey 
Penzotti, (707) 615-3220.

GALUS PAINTING
Interior/exterior professional painting. 
Small jobs OK. Call Leo at (707) 579-2680.

CUSTOM WORKS CONTRACTING
Licensed, Bonded, Insured Contractor, Lic. 
#833926 (check lic. # on CLSB website). 
USMC Veteran-operated and owned. Here 
to help out the Oakmont community in 
all trades for repairs and maintenance, 
door/windows replacements, kitchen and 
bathroom remodels, decks, fences, and 
much more. Please call Jamie Flatt for free 
estimates on projects. (707) 721-4002.
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Soroptimist International Oakmont Wine Country
nCynthia Goodwin

Authors Sighting Ahead:  
Authors Book Faire!

Soroptimist International of Oakmont Wine 
Country (SIOWC) is excited to announce their Third 
Annual Authors Book Faire on November 9, from 
11 a.m.–2 p.m. at the Berger Center located at 6633 
Oakmont Dr. Santa Rosa.

Entrance is free to the public, and all are welcome! 
Authors, who have published works, will be available 
to sign and sell their books. 

This venue has been very well received over 
the years with 41 talented authors participating in 
November! This year interest has been high, with a 
wide variety of genres being offered, including first-
time writers to authors with an extensive bibliography. 
In the past two years hundreds of people attended 
and purchased books at this enjoyable and lively 
event.  In addition, this year Hamilton Family Wine 
and Dino’s Greek Food will be serving wine and food. 

Authors look forward to the opportunity to 
personally meet you, while supporting this 

fundraiser! Soroptimist is a global volunteer 
organization that provides women and girls with 
access to education and training they need to achieve 
economic empowerment. We look forward to seeing 
you there!

Participating Authors:
Top Row Standing, L to R: Joshua Goodwin and 

Henry, Karin Fitz Sanford, Wanda Smith, Jaime 
Zukowski, Dale Brandon, Marie O’Neill, Rebecca 
Rosenberg, Mara Johnstone, Jane Futcher, Pamela 
Heck, Gino Medeiros, Richard Boyd and Les Gee.

Bottom Row Seated, L to R: Cynthia Goodwin, 
Christina Goodwin, Don Franceschi, Yvonne Horn, 
Julie Bennett, Jenny Watts, Marcy Fox, Tony Navarra, 
Will Chubb, Diana Morgan Dean, Astrid Harper, 
Benita Mattioli, Kimberly Hubenette and Liz Quiroz.

Not pictured: Crissi Langwell, Linda Dodwell, 
Chrisine Banihashemi, Anne E. Biden, Paul Gullixson, 
Nadine Condon, Mark Tate, Thonie Hevron, Joanne 
Phillips, Kim Korte, Elisa Stancil Levine, Nancy 
Martin, Eric Goodman, CK Gallagher.

Photo by Mindy Breslin Photography.

   Movies At Oakmont
WHERE: Berger Center

SCREENING DAY AND TIME: Sundays
HOSTS: Mike McInnis, Deborah Davidson, Jeff 

Neuman and Barbara Marquardt.
NOTE: All films are shown with 
English subtitles, when possible, 
free of charge—compliments of 

OVA.

SEPTEMBER 15 at 2 pm 
EZRA

Comedian Max co-parents 
autistic son Ezra with ex-
wife Jenna. Faced with crucial 
decisions about Ezra’s future, 
Max and Ezra go on a life-
changing cross-country road trip. 
2023, R, 1:41.

SEPTEMBER 22 at 2 pm 
THELMA

When 93-year-old Thelma Post 
gets duped by a phone scammer 
pretending to be her grandson, 
she sets out on a treacherous 
quest across the city to reclaim 
what was taken from her. 2024, 
PG-13, 1:38.

SEPTEMBER 29 at 2 pm 
THE TASTE OF THINGS
The story of Eugenie, an 

esteemed cook, and Dodin—the 
fine gourmet chef she has been 
working for over the last 20 years. 
2023, PG-13, 2:15.
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707•539•3200

CalDRE# 01523620

Denise Martin 
707-481-2794 

CalDRE# 02132458

Shireen Ramsier 
707-494-8984 

CalDRE# 02145716

Carol Castetter 
858-442-0200 

CalDRE# 00974403

Jolene Cortright
Broker/Owner, 707-477-6529

CalDRE# 01469046

Tierney Muscatell
707-326-1355

CalDRE# 02092107

 Paula Lewis
707-332-0433
CalDRE# 01716489

Randy Ruark
707-322-2482

CalDRE# 00337150

Mike & Leila O’Callaghan
707-888-6583

CalDRE# 00788134 & 00544689

6369 Stone Bridge Road

6518 Meadowgreen Place

385 Rockgreen Place $589,000

9248 Oak Trail Circle

373 Green Field Circle $979,000

6 Pin Oak Place $729,0005 Aspen Meadows Circle $558,000

7426 Oak Leaf Drive $750,000

9285 Oak Trail Circle

C21 Epic Valley of the Moon
Locally Owned—Internationally Known

6580 Oakmont Drive  
Santa Rosa 95409 

www.c21valleyofthemoon.com  

In EscrowIn EscrowIn Escrow

In Escrow

IS YOUR FURNACE
READY FOR WINTER?

CALL 707-633-3574
SameDayNorthBay.com

$29FURNACE
TUNE-UP

Standard service. Parts extra. Limited time new customer offer. Expires 12/31/24.

Always Free Estimates & Second Opinions!

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

LIC#1113715


