
Oakmont’s Semimonthly Newspaper	 www.oakmontvillage.com/news	 December 14, 2024 • Volume 62, Number 23

See wonderland on page 5

See cfm fee change on page 5

See board nominations on page 5

Oakmont celebrated the official lighting of the holiday trees at the Winter Wonderland celebration on the  
Berger Plaza on Dec. 4. These photos by Crissi Langwell, Todd O’Donnell, and Maureen McGettigan show general manager 

Christel Antone with the OVA Staff tree, a shot of the crowd at the celebration, and some of the trees lit up at night.  
See a full gallery of photos and a video at the OVA website, oakmontvillage.com.

Notice: Fee Change to  
One-Time CFM Payments

nOVA Staff
Message from Condominium Financial Management 

(CFM), the third-party financial management company that 
OVA uses.

Update: Changes to One-Time E-Check Payments on 
Condominium Financial Management (CFM) Payment 
Portal.

2024 Holiday  
Facility Hours & Closures

nOVA Staff

The OVA Staff is thankful to be able to work with 
such wonderful people in a great community and 
would like to wish you all a very happy holiday 
season. Please refer to the list below for holiday hours 
for the OVA office and facilities:

Office Holiday Closures: Dec. 24 and 25, Tuesday and 
Wednesday of Christmas week—closed. Dec. 31 and Jan. 
1, Tuesday and Wednesday of New Year’s week—closed.

Facility Holiday Hours and Closures:
Dec. 24 Tuesday—Open regular times, closing at 5 

p.m. including all pools and spas.
Dec. 25, Wednesday—Christmas—all facilities closed.
Jan. 1, Wednesday—New Years Day—all facilities 

closed.

Rainbow over the Golf Course

A vibrant rainbow spanned Oakmont and the golf course on Nov. 21 during a break in the heavy rainstorm.  
(Photo by Tom Fleming) 

Winter Wonderland Holiday Celebration on December 20
nOVA Staff

Turkey Drive a Success

Susan Chauncy, Joy Bellomo and Carol Pence (left to right) 
opened the tailgates for Oakmont’s 8th Annual Turkey Drive. 

The day chalked up another successful year with 53 birds 
donated for the Great Thanksgiving Banquet on Nov. 27 at 
the Fairgrounds—and an additional $2,000 in donations. 

The Redwood Gospel Mission has put on the event for more 
than 20 years, providing a warm meal, a coat distribution, 

children’s activities, community resources and even haircuts. 
(Photo by Julie Kiil)

Hopefully, you’ve had a chance to experience the 
magic of OVA’s Winter Wonderland on the Plaza, an 
enchanting display of holiday trees made possible by 
the generous sponsorships of our community’s clubs 
and groups. Earlier this month, the OVA enjoyed a well-

attended tree lighting ceremony to officially kick off 
this inaugural holiday display. View a video of the tree 
lighting plus a photo gallery of the Winter Wonderland 
Plaza at the OVA website, oakmontvillage.com.

Nominations Now Open  
for 2025 Board Election

nNews Staff Report

Nominations are now open for four positions on 
the OVA Board to be filled in the 2025 OVA Board of 
Directors election. The last day to submit nominations 
is Thursday, Jan. 9. 

The four directors whose seats are up are Steve 
Spillman, Mark Randol, Olga Ydrogo, and Jess 
Marzak, who was voted in by the board in November 
to take the seat of David Dearden.
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The LiftMaster Garage Door Belt Drive Opener, with built-in  
camera and 2-way communication, provides peace of mind 
that your garage is safe and secure.  Model 87504-267

• REAL TIME VIDEO MONITORING
• SMART PHONE CONTROL
• INTEGRATED BATTERY BACKUP  
   to have power when a power outage occurs

See and hear what’s happening in your garage

707-575-9103 Garage Door Depot
http://thegaragedoordepot.com/

Northern California’s premier source for all of your garage door needs. Serving homeowners and contractors since 1983.
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New to Oakmont? 
Meet with a volunteer from the New Resident 

Welcome Committee to learn about everything 
Oakmont—from governing rules, important 
phone numbers, activities, services, facilities and 
emergency prep. 

Contact us at welcome@oakmontvillage.com. 
The Welcome Packet is available at oakmontvillage.
com/article/new-resident-welcome-packet.

     Stephen Curley Roofinginc.

Roofing Specialists
Lic. #976993

Stephen Curley, CEO
info@stephencurleyroofing.com

We are an Oakmont Preferred Contractor 
with an impeccable record

3210-C Coffey Lane, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
(707) 546-4778  

(707) 486-7426 (cell)

Warming Trends
Oakmont Special 

Only available to Oakmont Residents  
15% OFF 

• High-Efficiency Inserts • Decorative Gas Log Sets  
• Clean Burning & Clean House • Push Button Fire

• No More Spare-the-Air Alerts
We provide a complete line of high-efficiency, clean-burning

gas inserts, stoves, fireplaces, and decorative log sets, 
as well as all EPA certified wood-burning units.

We are the premier hearth shop in Northern California and are the only  
hearth shop in the North Bay that offers our own in-house installation.

So, whether you prefer the traditional warmth and feeling of  
a wood fire or choose the more convenient option of gas,  

Warming Trends, Inc. is your clear choice.

578-9276
#4 South A St., Santa Rosa • www.warmingtrendsinc.com

Holiday Season Gift  
and Toy Drive

nKaty Carrel

Start your shopping! The second annual Gift and 
Toy Drive will again benefit Sonoma County’s YWCA 
for families impacted by domestic violence. You can 
help make a family’s holiday merry and bright.

Toys and gifts can be dropped off inside the Berger 
or at the OVA office until Friday, Dec. 20. Bring your 
gifts for drop-off when you come to stroll among the 
club-decorated and lighted trees. The last chance 
to donate is at the holiday caroling and cookies 
celebration happening on Dec. 20 at the Berger.

According to YWCA Sonoma County (www.
ywcasc.org) CEO Madeleine Keegan O’Connell, 
the most useful and appreciated holiday donations 
would be new, unwrapped toys, in new packaging, 
for ages for ages 0 to 16. Wrapping will be done after 
parents select appropriate gifts for their kids.

Keegan O’Connell said, “since we now operate six 
preschools, a toy drive would benefit the most kids. 
And of course, families escaping domestic violence 
during the holidays and staying at the Safe House 
will be incredibly grateful recipients of holiday gifts.”

Suggestions include gift cards (grocery and gas 
stations are the #1 request), art supplies (non-gender 
specific), journals (and appointment calendars), new 
toys, warm clothes and new coats (ages 0–adult), hats, 
scarves and mittens, and umbrellas to name a few ideas.

Ordering online? Ship directly to the YWCA Sonoma 
County at 811 3rd Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404.

Toy drop-off and collection can be made anytime 
between December 4 and 20 at the OVA office or 
inside Berger if you are looking at the decorated 
Christmas trees.

The YWCA is a dedicated domestic violence 
service provider, and operates: (1) The Safe House, a 
residential program, which provides refuge for victims 
of domestic violence and their dependent children; (2) 
the community’s only 24/7 Crisis Hotline for victims 
of domestic violence; and (3) six childcare/preschool 
locations throughout Sonoma County, including “A 
Special Place Therapeutic Preschool” for kids who 
have been affected by domestic violence.

Prospective OVA  
and Sub-Association  

Board Members Invited  
to Information Session

nJerry Gladstone, OVA Board

Are you interested in serving on the Oakmont 
Village Board of Directors or your sub-HOA Board? 
How do you run for a board seat, what being on the 
board entails, what you need to know, how much 
time needs to be devoted to board work? We have 
planned an introductory Prospective OVA and Sub-
Association Board Director seminar to answer these 
and other questions.

The planned session includes personal preparation, 
how to run for a board seat, time commitment, OVA 
and sub-HOA governing documents, understanding 
legal aspects, as well as financial and insurance 
matters. As meetings are conducted formally, an 
introduction to Roberts Rules will be presented.

This introductory session will provide time for 
questions and answers. If there is interest, in-depth 
follow-up sessions on specific topics may be scheduled.

Mark your calendars for Monday, January 20, 10 
a.m. to noon in the East Rec. Center for this event.

For additional information please contact askova@
oakmontvillage.com. Please leave your name and 
contact information as it will help us plan.

Oakmont Environmental 
Stewardship Task Force

nKaren Cotter

Looking for Ways to Make  
the Holidays Merry and Green?
Looking for ways to minimize your holiday waste? 

Great zero waste presents for fellow Oakmonters could 
be a Sonoma County Regional Parks pass, Cafe-Citti gift 
card—still free delivery to Oakmont on Wednesdays—
or design your own gift cards to gift a Lifelong 
Learning class or Sha-boom event, or a membership to 
Oakmont’s Hiking, Singles or Garden Clubs. 

Photo by Marie Kay Hansen

Gifts of service may be appreciated as much or 
more than a new dish towel: trim the hedge, declutter 
the garage, fix a hem, or explain the new heat pump 
HVAC systems and their 2025 rebates with a ride to 
Sonoma Clean Energy’s Store on 4th Street, www.
scpadvancedenergycenter.org. Get creative by 
wrapping gifts with fabric or place gifts in reusable 
containers like baskets or jars. Decorate with branches 
taken from shrubs, pine cones and branches from 
your yard. 

Visit www.zerowastesonoma.com/lifestyles/for-
the-holidays for their take on the Twelve Days of 
Christmas and more ideas for sustainable gifts.

If you’re going to a holiday potluck at Oakmont, 
ask the event organizer to request people bring 
their own dinner-ware, cutlery, glassware and cloth 
napkins. If you’re worried about breaking your good 
dinnerware, visit a second-hand shop to see what 
holiday plates they have in stock. Bring containers to 
take home leftovers—if okayed by the event leaders—
to reduce food waste. 

Any other leftovers should be placed in the compost 
bin. Composting allows food scraps to decompose 
properly, transforming them into compost that 
nourishes our soil and diverts food waste from 
landfills reducing methane emissions—a greenhouse 
gas that contributes to climate change. A great gift for 
the planet.

After potluck partying at Oakmont Rec. Centers, 
place your waste items into the appropriate waste 
containers that are labeled Mixed Recycling, Compost 
and Trash.

Curbside collection by Recology for holiday trees 
will take place Dec. 30—Jan. 10 on your Recology 
service day. After these dates, trees can be cut to fit, 
without the supports, inside your green bin with the 
lid closed.

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆
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   OAK  at the VOM Golf Club
nKhiana Schmuhl, Valley of the Moon Club General Manager

Here is what you can look forward to at OAK 
restaurant and Valley of the Moon Golf Club.

Golf department
Give the Gift of Golf this Holiday season and 

purchase a lesson package with one of our certified 
golf professionals: 30–45-minute Golf Lesson Package 
for $200 ($70 Savings). Promotion will be valid 
through January 15. All lessons must be redeemed by 
March 31, 2025. 

To take advantage of this great promotion please 
email or call one of our instructors below: James 
Perkins, PGA, jperkins@playvom.com, (707) 539-0415 
extension 3; Khiana Schmuhl, LPGA, kschmuhl@
playvom.com, (707) 539-0415 extension 4. 

Golf Shop 12 days of sales
December 13: 20% off all shoes
December 14: 20% off all headwear
December 15: 10% off all accessories
December 16: 20% off all golf bags
December 17: $100 range Cards
December 18: 20% off ladies’ apparel
December 19: 20% off men’s apparel
December 20: 20% all distance measuring devices
December 21: 10% off golf balls
December 22: 2 For $99 GN polos
December 23: 2 for $40 headwear
December 24: $40 sale rack

golf events 
Golf on Christmas Day

This is not a tournament but a fun way to play with 
friends and family. Check-in starts at 10 a.m. and golf 
carts must be in by 3:30 p.m. 11 a.m. shotgun start 
at Valley of the Moon Club. $50 per player includes 
green fee, shared cart and small bucket of range balls. 

Please call the golf shop at (707) 539-0415 to sign up.
Christmas Day Hours

Driving Range will be open on Christmas Day from 
9 a.m.–2 p.m. (last bucket sold 1:30 p.m.). Sugarloaf 
Golf Shop will be closed Christmas Day. Valley of the 
Moon Golf Shop will be open from 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

2025 Golf Memberships
Membership pricing is available for 2025. Please 

visit our website at www.playvom.com for pricing 
and membership information or swing by the golf 
shop to sign up for annual memberships. 

OAK Christmas Brunch Menu
Prime Rib Carving Station with au jus and creamy 

horseradish; Salmon with Pomegranate Beurre Blanc; 
Smoked Salmon and Lox Platter with sliced tomato, 
sliced red onion, whipped cream cheese, bagels and 
capers; Potato Gratin; Brioche Puffs; Diced Fruit 
Salad; Roasted Beet Salad; Pomegranate Salad—
Delicata Squash, Sliced Red Onions, Candied Walnuts, 
Mandarins, Spring Mix Honey Dijon Vinaigrette; 
Roasted Seasonal Root Vegetables; Scrambled Eggs 
with Herbs. Assorted Desserts.

Call (707) 539-0415 ext. 5 to book your reservations!
Thursday Night Specials

Thursday December 19: Seafood Cioppino—local 
fish stew with tomato broth, fresh herbs with grilled 
bread, $24.

Taco Tuesdays every Tuesday
$3 tacos with drink purchase.

NEW MENU
Check it out at www.playvom.com/the-club/dining.

Live Music Mondays
Monday, December 16: Karaoke and Ugly Christmas 

Sweater Contest
Monday, December 23: Second Street Band
All music Mondays 5–7 p.m., cash cover charge $8 

at the door.
Christmas Karaoke and Ugly 
Christmas Sweater Contest

December 16, starts at 5 p.m. Cash cover charge 
$8 at the door. Reservations can be made at OAK by 
calling (707) 539-0415 ex. 5 or in person at the bar.

New Years Day Celebration 
January 1, 2025, from 3–6 pm

3–4 p.m.: Welcome reception and champagne toast
4–6 p.m.: Live Music by Coffey Park Band
$35 per person includes entry, one drink ticket, 

heavy apps. Reservations can be made by calling 
(707) 539-0415 ext. 5.

Family-Style Dinners
For $48 plus tax you receive choice of two pizzas 

(Pepperoni/Sausage, Chicken BBQ, Cheese, or 
Margherita), large Caesar Salad, large Creamy 
Alfredo Pasta and garlic bread (feeds up to 4 people).

Family-style to-go orders will be Fridays–Sundays 
starting December 13. Call (707) 539-0415 extension 5 
to place your to-go order.

MODIFIED WINTER HOURS  
OF OPERATION

Oak Dining Room Hours: Monday–Sunday 11 
a.m.–6 p.m.

Snack Bar Hours: Snack Bar Hours are subject to 
change and are dependent on weather conditions.

Valley of the Moon Golf Shop: Monday–Sunday 
6:45 a.m.–4 p.m. Last tee time booked is 3:30 p.m.

The Club at Sugarloaf: The Sugarloaf Clubhouse 
will be closed until the foreseeable future. Check in for 
all Sugarloaf tee times will be through the Valley of the 
Moon Golf Shop as we will start all play off of hole #4.

Note: There will be no knife sharpening in 
December, but will return in January.

We’d like to extend a friendly reminder to refrain 
from fishing on any of the golf course ponds due to 
safety concerns. We’d also like to remind everyone to 
follow the golf course walking hours located on our 
website at playvom.com.

Oakmont HEARS
Hearing Education, Advocacy, Research, Support

nRichard Osborne
Coping with holiday noise

Do you think your partner/spouse might have 
hearing loss? It would not be much of a surprise if 
s/he did—fully half of the people in Oakmont have 
moderate to severe hearing loss. 

Having the family over for Christmas? It is difficult 
because of the noise associated with crowded rooms 
especially with the grandchildren who are hard to 
hear with normal hearing, let alone those with hearing 
loss. Add to this a crowded restaurant. 

You might benefit from the HEARS club, which is 
designed to help us cope with this bothersome condition. 
Our next meeting is Friday, Jan. 10, 2–3 p.m. in the CAC. 

The HEARS club strategies are to:

• Conduct informational meetings on hearing 
issues and state-of-the-art equipment.

• Publish articles on hearing related issues in the 
Oakmont News.

• Distribute information on hearing issues.
• Help Oakmont meeting and activity leaders to 

achieve healthy hearing environments.
• Advocate for improved OVA facilities and 

services including audio systems, room acoustics and 
arrangements.

We have an email list. Please send your name(s) 
and contact information (first and last name, 
email required, phone and address optional) to 
oakmonthears@gmail.com.

   Movies At Oakmont
WHERE: Berger Center

SCREENING DAY AND TIME: Sundays at 2 p.m.
HOSTS: Mike McInnis, Deborah Davidson, Jeff 

Neuman and Barbara Marquardt.
NOTE: All films are shown with English subtitles, 
when possible, free of charge—

compliments of the OVA.

DECEMBER 15 
GHOSTLIGHT

When a construction worker 
unexpectedly joins a local theater’s 
production of Romeo and Juliet, the 
drama onstage starts to mirror his 
own life. 2024, R, 1:55.

DECEMBER 22 
TRADING PLACES

A snobbish investor and a wily 
street con artist find their positions 
reversed as part of a bet by two 
callous millionaires. 1983, R, 1:56.

DECEMBER 29—no movie

nDon McPherson

The Man Behind the Logo
In the summer of 2021 the Oakmont Pétanque Club, 

then with 32 members, celebrated its 25th anniversary 
as a recognized OVA organization. Today, with 72 
members, the club looks back on a four-year period of 

Carlos Chavez.

Woodstock at the Oakmont Courts—with just  
a little imagination. (Photo by Carlos Chavez)

significant growth and activity.
Among the many landmarks 

that 2021 represented was 
securing, for the first time, a 
club logo that could be used on 
letterhead and articles in the 
Oakmont News, in advertising, 
on club clothing, and on a display 
banner. The logo, featuring a quail 
and a pétanque boule within the 
text, was designed and provided, 

gratis, by a true friend of the club, Carlos Chavez.
A local realtor, Carlos previously had a long 

professional career in the North Bay as a graphic artist. 
A pétanque aficionado and member of the Valley of 
the Moon Pétanque Club in Sonoma, Carlos plays 
most days at VOMPC. He also takes photos—about 
60 photos each time. In the evening, he crops, adjusts 
lighting, and uses photoshop and other editing tools 
to create the handful of photos, some realistic, some 
abstract, some whimsical, that he will send out by 
email to club members the next morning. He also adds 
apt quotations, observations about the game, and 
musings about pétanque and the human experience.

As one VOMPC member said, “Carlos is the daily 
mail that holds us closer as a club. We know each other 
better thanks to him.” Another added, “his musings 
are a rich mix of introspection and observation.” 

For his volunteer artistic contributions to nourishing 
the pétanque community, Carlos is featured in a recent 
article in Pétanque Pulse, the national magazine of the 
Federation of Pétanque USA. The Oakmont Pétanque 
Club warmly congratulates its friend, Carlos Chavez, 
on this richly deserved, national recognition.
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Continued from previous page

The celebration continues with another fun 
holiday event. Join us on Friday, Dec. 20, for a 
special community celebration at this festive display. 
Beginning at 4 p.m., enjoy holiday cookies, hot cocoa, 
and cheerful caroling led by the Ukesters Club.

Adding to the celebration, the Jewish Interest 
Group will host a special Menorah lighting ceremony 
to mark the start of Hanukkah, highlighting the rich 
cultural traditions within our community. Check 
Inside Oakmont, OVA’s weekly eblast, for details on 
this upcoming event. 

Through Dec. 20, you can also bring an unwrapped 
new toy to support the YWCA toy drive. The final 
opportunity to donate will be during the community 
celebration. 

We hope these events bring joy and a festive sense 
of togetherness as we celebrate the holiday season.

Happy Holidays from the OVA!

wonderland   Continued from page 1

cfm fee change   Continued from page 1

board nominations   Continued from page 1

For owners using the E-Check/One-Time Payment 
option via our portal (portal.condofinancial.com), 
please be aware of the following important update:

We have recently been informed by First Citizens 
Bank that a processing fee will now apply to one-time 
E-Check payments. This change is mandated by the 
bank, and CFM, the third-party financial management 
company that OVA uses, is unable to waive or opt out 
of these fees.

To minimize costs for our members, we want to 
highlight the following fee structure: $2.25 processing 
fee for a one-time eCheck payment; 2.95% processing 
fee for a one-time credit card payment; no fee for 
scheduled ACH payments via Auto-Draft.

If you’d like to avoid processing fees, enrolling in 
Auto-Draft/ACH is a free and convenient option. To 
enroll, simply visit the Payment Screen on the portal.

Please note this only applies to owners using the 
E-Check/One-Time Payment option.

Thank you for your understanding as we implement 
this change. For questions or assistance, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us at askova@oakmontvillage.
com, or Condominium Financial Management (www.
condofinancial.com) on behalf of Oakmont Village 
Association: (925) 566-6800.

Oakmont members who are in good standing can 
declare their candidacy by letter, which must be 
postmarked or delivered by Jan. 9. Letters may also 
be dropped off by the same date at the OVA office, 
6637 Oakmont Drive, Suite A, or emailed to Dawn 
McFarland (Dawn@oakmontvillage.com).

Candidates must also send a candidate’s statement 
of up to 300 words, and a photo, by Thursday, Feb. 
6. The profiles and photos will be published in the 
Oakmont News.

Those seeking seats on the board will take part in 
Candidates’ Night on Wednesday, Feb. 19, starting at 
6 p.m. in the Berger Center. Members will have an 
opportunity to submit questions. Other candidate’s 
forums will be announced as they are scheduled.

If there are the same number or fewer qualified 
candidates than the four open positions, the board of 
directors may vote to seat the qualified candidates by 
acclamation without member balloting.

Ballots for the election will be mailed to members 
by early March. Results of the election will be 
announced at the 2025 Annual Meeting on April 7. 
Voting is by mail. Ballots may also be turned in at the 
Annual Meeting at the Berger Center prior to the start 
of ballot counting at 10 a.m.

nGreg Fauss

Advent and Christmas Eve
We are in the middle of the Advent season which 

means there are just two more Sundays until 
Christmas Eve!

Please join us any Sunday, but also on Christmas 
Eve at 4 p.m. for a short, meaningful service with 
special music in the East Rec. Center.

Many of us will be busy in the coming days, but my 
encouragement to myself and others is to make time 
to reflect on the meaning of Christmas and to help 
those in need.

That God would choose to visit us in the most 
humble of ways, born to a poor teenager, who soon 
thereafter would became a refugee and then, as a 
young adult, Jesus would train to become a carpenter 
and live a normal life among us until age 30, that all 
says a lot. It says that we are seen and loved by God, 
every day. It says that God desires a relationship 
with us. And that’s just the beginning of all that we 
can reflect upon and celebrate at Christmas time. So 
please consider joining us, if only on Christmas Eve!

Our regular Sunday Worship Service is at 10:30 a.m. 
in the East Rec. Center. For information about our 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study, Saturday Prayer, 
monthly potlucks and other gatherings go to www.
occsantarosa.org, write us at occsantarosa@gmail.
com or call at (707) 595-0166.

Valley of the Moon  
Rotary Club

nJohn Brodey 
A Bird in the Hand

If a picture is worth a thousand words, a photograph 
taken by Kent Porter is worth ten thousand words. 
You may not recognize his name, but you’ve seen his 

Photo by Kent Porter.

Pulitzer Prize-winning 
photographs in the 
Press Democrat over 
the last 30 years. 

At a recent VOM 
Rotary breakfast, Kent 
graced us with an 
amazing slide show 
of his work. It covered 
a dazzling and dizzying array of subject matter. Over 
the decades Kent has documented local high school 
athletics. In fact, he is just back at work after being 
flattened by a 200 lb. football player while shooting 
from the sidelines. Taking meaningful pictures is not for 
the faint of heart nor the impatient. 

As Kent narrated his slide show, he gave real 
context to each picture; what were we looking at, 
what was the story behind it? He is a self-confessed 
weather geek and his amazing shots of nature in 
action were stunning. During the season he often 
goes to the plains of the Midwest to capture the fury 
and beauty they offer. It was there that he captured 
the 100% totality of the recent solar eclipse. 

While he does travel a bit, he made a point of telling 
us that 80% of his portfolio was taken within a 20-
mile radius of Santa Rosa. Most of us don’t realize 
how much there is right under our noses, like the 
northern lights from late summer. He explained his 
creative process as we viewed images running the 
gamut of human emotion, nature in all its complexity. 
The highest form of art makes us think as well as feel. 
He can take you to another place and time. 

Kent will be doing a Sunday Symposium on Feb. 9. 
Don’t you dare miss it!

             Branch #92 
nMike O’Callaghan

New Name for SIR
The SIR (Sons in Retirement) Club of Oakmont has 

been retitled to SENIORS in Retirement and is now 
open to both women and “sons” membership.

Good friends, good food, good fun, good speakers!
Our luncheon speakers for January to June 2025 are:
January: Santa Rosa Councilwoman, Diana 

McDonald
February: Pets Life Line, Oliva Kristiansen
March: SR Symphony Conductor Francesco Lecce-

Chong
April: Iris Harrell, Insurance
May: Eric Johnson, CEO, Press Democrat
June: VOM Alliance
All seniors: Interested in good times? Call Mike, 

(707) 888-6583; Marianne, (707) 953-5302; or Jack, (707) 
843-7408. Come check out the Seniors in Retirement 
of Oakmont. Enjoy! 

Our monthly luncheon meeting is on the second 
Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. at Berger. Reservations are 
mandatory to attend.

Photo by B. Lefson.
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nMarie Haverson

Sha-Boom Presents  
Happy New Year’s Eve Party

WHEN: December 31     WHERE: Berger Center
TIME: Doors open at 4 p.m.; appetizers 4:30–5:30 
p.m.; Buffett dinner 6–7 p.m.; music by “Glory Dayz” 
Band, 7–10 p.m.
COST: $125 per person

Buffet dinner is by Charlie’s catering. We will have 
linen tablecloths and napkins, hats and party favors. 
Please BYOB.

Menu is as follows: Appetizers—meat, cheese and 
fruit trays; Buffet Dinner—Grilled Chicken, Prime 
Tri-tip, Penne Pasta, Tossed Green Salad, dinner rolls 
and butter; Dessert—brownies, lemon bars, cookies. 

Welcome 2025 to Oakmont with “Glory Dayz,” a 
dynamic group of seasoned fun-loving professional 
musicians, featuring Frankie Adel, former lead singer 
of “Sha Na Na.” With their infectious energy and 
exceptional talent, they’re guaranteed to ignite our 
event. From timeless classics of the 50s and 60s to 
today’s chart toppers, their diverse repertoire ensures 
there’s something for everyone. With electrifying 
performances and a seamless blend of genres, “Glory 
Dayz” will create an unforgettable atmosphere, 
keeping everyone at Oakmont dancing all night long. 
Their undeniable presence makes them the perfect 
choice for our NYE celebration!

We will bring in the New Year at 9 p.m. East Coast time.
For best seating, please get your reservations early, 

as it will sell out fast.
Please make checks payable to Sha-Boom Events 

Club, include a note with the names at your table so 
that you’re all seated together, and place in our folder 
in the OVA office. You may also mail them to Marie 
Haverson at 7111 Oakleaf Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409, 
or drop them in the mail slot (right side of garage door). 
Any questions, feel free to call me at (707) 539-6666.

Please remember, no refunds.
I can’t wait to celebrate with you!

Kiwanis Club  
of Oakmont

nRichard Osborne

Kids need Kiwanis
Kids need Kiwanis, a national organization that 

serves children all over the world. Your local Kiwanis 
Club of Oakmont meets every Thursday at 8 a.m. for 
a delicious hot breakfast followed by working on a 
service project. Pictured below are Kiwanians in front 
of their monthly food collection, to be donated to the 
Redwood Empire Food Bank. 

In the November 9 Oakmont News, we told you 
about the good work being done by the Maria 
Carrillo Key Club. Their picture shows them in front 
of Olivers holding a bake sale to raise money for 
UNICEF. Soon we will be starting work on Christmas 
stockings filled with goodies for the chemo patients 
at Kaiser Hospital. 

Your Kiwanis Club of Oakmont holds an ever-
popular, twice-yearly Shred-A-Thon and the next one 
will be on February 13. 

Please feel free to join us at any of our meetings. 
Find us at kiwanisclubofoakmont.org.

New Horizons Band  
Performing  

Free Holiday Concert
nNews Staff

Mark your calendar for Sat., Dec. 21 at 2 p.m., when 
the New Horizons Band of Sonoma County brings their 
annual holiday concert to the Berger Center. This festive 
event is free and sure to fill you with holiday cheer.

This year’s program is packed with timeless 
holiday classics and more. Sing along to favorites 
like “Frosty the Snowman,” “Jingle Bell Rock” and 
“The Christmas Waltz.” The program also features 
Morton Gould’s lighthearted and jazzy “Pavanne,” 
the enchanting “Voyage of the Northern Lights” 
and “Overture to a New Horizon,” a stirring piece 
celebrating the joy of music-making for older adults. 
Of course, no holiday concert would be complete 
without the iconic “Sleigh Ride,” complete with the 
unforgettable whinny of the sleigh-pulling horse.

As a special highlight, Oakmont’s own John Z. Ray 
will step out from behind the conductor’s podium 
to serenade the audience with “Christmas from the 
’50s,” featuring classics like “There’s No Place Like 
Home for the Holidays.”

This beloved annual event draws a crowd, so be 
sure to arrive early to secure your seat. Join us for 
an unforgettable afternoon of free, live music and 
holiday spirit on Dec. 21 at 2 p.m.

   Jewish Interest Club
nHoward Sidorsky

Becoming a US Rabbi  
after growing up Secular in Israel

Our speaker on December 15 promises to be quite 
interesting. Rabbi Ron Koas will discuss becoming a 
rabbi in the U.S, after growing up secular in Israel. 

Rabbi Ron Koas—
Beth Ami.

Rabbi Koas was raised in a 
secular Jewish family in Tel Aviv. He 
fulfilled his military obligation and 
became an officer in the army. After 
the army, he developed an interest 
in education and taught Israeli 
history and geography at a Tel Aviv 
high school. He also studied theater 
in Ramat Gan at the Beit Zvi School 
for the Performing Arts.

Before immigrating to the U.S. in 2002, he relocated 
to Australia for a few years where he worked in the 
education field. After arriving in the U.S., he worked 
as education director for six years at the Park Avenue 
Synagogue in Manhattan, a Conservative congregation 
with about 2,000 families and individual congregants. 
It was during his time at the Park Avenue Synagogue, 
that he decided to become a rabbi. He will discuss in 
detail what led him to that decision.

In 2013, he started working as an associate rabbi 
at the Marlboro Jewish Center in Marlboro, New 
Jersey. After eight years he became the senior rabbi 
at Congregation Beth El in Norfolk, Virginia. Now he 
leads Congregation Beth Ami in Santa Rosa and will 
share his decision to relocate to the West Coast with us.

The program will begin at 2 p.m., and take place at the 
East Rec Center. A $2 donation per person is requested.

As usual, bring a snack or beverage to share. 
Coming early to help set up is always appreciated.

Everyone in Oakmont and their guests are invited 
to all JIG sessions.

InvestOAK 
nJoe Mundyk

Important Discussion  
on Investing in Securities

The last meeting of the year of the InvestOAK Club 
will be on December 20 from 10–11:30 a.m. at the 
Central Activity Center, Room B.

The subject of the next meeting will warn to be 
very careful about investing when the stock market 
is at its current historic highs, particularly if cyber 
currencies are advanced, such as Bitcoin, Ethereum, 
Dogecoin and others. This could bring up abuses 
in overvaluation of trendy stocks such as at the 
beginning of the Internet, “Covid” stocks (Peloton, 
Zoom, etc.), EV, Solar and Renewable Energy firms, 
Artificial Intelligence stocks, Nuclear Industry and 
now Fusion Energy companies.

Uncovering some of these irregularities were 
performed by short seller Hindenburg Research. They 
reported in early 2023, that India’s largest company, 
the “Adani Group” was pulling the largest “con” in 
corporate history. Last week almost two years from 
the initial report, the CEO and founder was charged 
in N.Y. by the S.E.C. with the scam. It’s a dangerous 
world lurking to take ones hard earned retirement 
money.

After this discussion, we will have our annual 
Holiday Party. Please join in the fun.

The content discussed in InvestOAK meetings 
is only for informational purposes. One should not 
construe in the meeting discussions or presentations 
advice or endorsement for investing. One should 
consult with a qualified fiduciary that will give you 
the required advice for investment.

Oakmont Garden Club
nPatty McHugh

How to Grow and Manage  
a Healthy Home and Garden

The Oakmont Garden Club does not meet in 
December, but we’ll be back on January 8 with another 
innovative program, “How to Grow and Manage a 
Healthy Home and Garden.” Suzanne Bontempo, 
Plant Harmony, a self-professed Environmental 
Activist and Green Thumb, will share her passion and 
vast knowledge on several garden and plant topics. 

Suzanne is the program coordinator of Our Water 
our World which focuses on promoting clean water 
by reducing our use of harmful pesticides around our 
homes and in our gardens. She conducts programs on 
specific topics and offers consultation to gardeners, 
clubs, agencies and private companies. 

Bring your garden questions for Q&A and your 
notepad! More on this in the Dec. 28 publication.



The Oakmont News / December 14, 2024 7

McBride Realty sends the warmest wishes to you  
and your loved ones for a Joyous Holiday Season!

Jim Tosio
(707) 480-3870 
DRE 00324887

Susan Irvine
(707) 696-4648
DRE 01346710

Barbara Sloan
(707) 741-1733 
DRE 02092832

Janie Coltrin
(707) 741-1733
DRE 02100130

Vanessa Devoto
(707) 583-4202 
DRE 01976215

Nancy Devoto
(707) 953-5458 
DRE 00771931

Peter Schmidt
(707) 890-1335 
DRE 01472650

Donn Paulson
(707) 953-5975 
DRE 00988223

Danny Paulson
(707) 328-5703
DRE 01757829

Denise Paup
(707) 696-0023 
DRE 01218751

Karen Sites
(707) 888-5044 
DRE 01439227

Linda Clark
(707) 339-3711 
DRE 01290894

Ululani McBride
(707) 396-0499 
DRE 01853778

Marie McBride
(707) 322-6843 
DRE 01169355

Florence McBride
(707) 538-2270 
DRE 00792765

Peggy Cummins
(707) 538-2270 

Admin Assistant

 

CalBRE #01151843

2024 Winter Warmth Coat Drive
Remember that the 2024 Winter Warmth Coat Drive continues  

through December 20. Please go through your closets and donate  
your extra coats to those in need. We are collecting coats  

for men, women and children.  
Thank you for your generosity this Holiday Season!

Drop-off Box at McBride Realty
6520 Oakmont Drive (at the entrance to Oakmont)

707-538-2270 
www.OakmontHomes.com • 6520 Oakmont Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409

223 Belhaven Court—Juniper—$795,000 6273 Meadowstone Drive—Annadel—$890,00020 Meadowgreen Circle—Triplex A-Unit—$659,000
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Dog Nail Trims
Available by appointment

Mon, Tues, Sat, 12–4pm

December 18, 9am–12pm 
Complimentary oral health care scans 

Holiday Special  
Savings of $800 for Invisalign  

through December

π WiSHing You HappY HoliDaYS π

paRiSa BEHRooZi DDS

Join Us!
The

Kenwood Dentist
A DvA n CeD D en T IS T ry

8855 Sonoma Highway, Kenwood • 707-833-2643
invisalign provider

St. Francis Flooring Inc.
Free In-Home Flooring Design Consultation  

Within Sonoma County

we SpecIalIze In reSIdentIal & commercIal FloorIng

707-539-4790
FREE ESTIMATES

Discounts to Oakmont Residents
Mon–Fri 9am–5pm, Sat by appointment only 

www.stfrancisflooring.com
116 Calistoga Road, Santa Rosa

(Behind St. Francis Shopping Center)

• Hardwood • Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate
• Cork Floors • Duraceramic

Owners & Operators Cheryl & Kerry Brown with Holly

• Excellent Customer Service  
• Competitive Pricing • In-House Licensed Installers  

• All Work Done In a Timely Manner  
• Check Out Flooring Samples From Our Large Showroom

• Serving Sonoma County For Over 30 Years

Calistoga Road

Hw
y 1

2

Safeway
St. Francis
Flooring

St. Francis

Shopping 

Center
Tire 

Store Parking

Construction 
License #879688

OVA Presents Tribute  
to Dionne Warwick  

with Jackie Gage
nOVA Staff

The OVA is happy to welcome Jackie Gage to the 
Berger Center on Thursday, January 30 when the Bay 
Area singer performs the music of Dionne Warwick. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for the 6 p.m. show. Tickets 
are $30 and available at the OVA office. 

Jackie Cage.

Hailing from San 
Francisco, Jackie Gage cut 
her musical teeth in the 
New York music scene, 
performing with luminary 
jazz artists like Theo 
Croker, Marc Cary, Kim 
Nalley, and many others. 

For this performance, 
Jackie Gage will sing the 
top hits from Dionne’s 
catalog, includi ng favorites 

like “Alfie,” “Do You Know the Way to San Jose?” 
and “That’s What Friends Are For,” as well as some 
hidden gems you know and love.

Join us as we welcome Jackie Gage and celebrate 
Dionne Warwick’s enduring legacy.

Oakmont Art Association
nPhilip Wilkinson

Bus trip to Mary Cassatt  
exhibition—January 14 

At the Legion of Honor
The Art Association will have an excursion to the 

Legion of Honor for the Mary Cassatt exhibition. The 
Oakmont Community Foundation is providing a grant 
to pay for bus transportation. The trip will be open to 
any Oakmont resident in addition to OAA members.

Painting by Mary Cassatt.

The bus will leave 
the Berger parking lot 
at 9 a.m. and return by 
approximately 4:30 p.m. 
Lunch is not included but 
the museum restaurant 
has good meals. Deadline 
for sign-ups is January 1. 
We expect this will be a 
very popular trip so sign 
up as early as you can. 

If you are interested, 
contact Bob Tanner at bob.

tanner100@gmail.com, (707) 806-2100, for more info.
Admission to the Legion of Honor is free for deYoung 

members. For this trip, we’re asking deYoung/Legion 
of Honor members to pay $10 to cover snacks and 
driver tip; $35 for non-members of the museum. 

Please mail your check, made out to the Oakmont 
Art Association, $10 for Legion of Honor members 
and include your membership number, or $35 for 
non-members. Include your telephone number and a 
contact person in the event of an emergency. Mail this 
to Bob Tanner at 5997 Stone Bridge Rd., Santa Rosa, 
CA 95409.
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Serving Sonoma County Since 1962

544-0640
1050 N. Dutton, Santa Rosa • www.jacksmithglass.comLic. #432558

Open M–F, 8am–4:30pm
Or by Appointment

JACK SMITH
 GLASS & SASH, INC.

Replacement Windows & Doors Specialists
Featuring Fiberglass, Vinyl & Wood Products

• FREE ESTIMATES • SENIOR DISCOUNTS

• Shower Doors & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors 
• Skylights • Table & Desk Tops • Retractable Screens 

Marie McBride
322-6843 
Private Line

6520 Oakmont Drive
marie@sonic.net

CalBRE #01169355

Happy Holidays  
Oakmont!  

Wishing my Oakmont  
Friends and Clients  

Health and Happiness.

                              

Asian Pacific Heritage and Culture Club
nAnne Marie Siu Yuan

Documentary Resistance at Tule 
Lake with Q&A with Henry Kaku

DATE: Wednesday, January 8     TIME: 2–4 p.m.
PLACE: Berger Center     COST: Free

This documentary tells the long-suppressed story 
of incarcerated Japanese Americans who defied the 
government by refusing to swear unconditional 
loyalty to the U.S.

Henry Kaku is a Judo instructor in 
Petaluma—he holds a 6th degree black belt. 
He is also an Origami instructor and was 
here at last year’s AAPI Heritage month 
celebration to teach us the art of Origami.

Henry was born in Japan. The rest 

of his family were 
American citizens who 
were forcibly relocated 
and incarcerated in 
American internment 
camps in California 
during World War II. 
At the end of the War, 
Henry’s family was 
deported to Japan and 
their citizenship was 
revoked. Henry shared 
his family’s story at the 
Japanese History and 

Vicky and Avtar Kumar and the Dancing 
Divas. (Photo by Gary Andersen)

Henry Kaku.
Culture event last September.

MEMBERSHIP
If you have an interest in Asian and Pacific 

Islander heritage and culture, please consider 
joining the club. You can join online at www.
asianpacificheritagecultureclub.org. Membership 
is $15 a year. Club members meet monthly on the 
fourth Wednesdays at local Asian restaurants for fun 
and fellowship, and we also have several members-
only field trips and social and cultural events planned 
throughout the year.

In November, we held our first club social celebrating 
Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights—presented by 
club members Vicky and Avtar Kumar—with spicy 
vegetarian samosas and sweet and delicious burfi, 
Bollywood music, and a performance by the Oakmont 
Dancing Divas to Jai Ho from Slumdog Millionaire. 

Check out the club website for details about other 
upcoming events.

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆
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nCharlene Bunas

Personal Holiday Gift 
Ugly Sweaters—NOT!

Holidays are here, ready or not. Some folks are 
ready: presents have already been made, wrapped 
and sent; wreaths and trees garnish exterior and 
interior of house. These people have parties planned 
and dinners prepared. Guess you could call them 
Readies.

Their laid-back neighbors are cutting back on 
presents, cards and parties. Perhaps these people are 
also ready, just on another level. They could also be 
called Readies. 

Regardless of holiday considerations, everyone 
prepares for inclement weather. Winter means warm 

sweaters, and that meant, in the past “The OHI Annual 
Ugly Sweater Contest.” Not this year! Traditions may 
be halted and so it is… a fond memory. 

Instead, OHI focuses on exercise shirts, tights 
and, most importantly, shoes. Wearing appropriate 
clothing, drinking water and enjoyment are the rules 
of the class. Oh, and recognizing personal fitness. This 
is one gift each exerciser can accept every class. Give 
yourself a holiday present: health, vigor and vitality: 
exercise through the holidays. 

Come to class, Monday, Wednesday, Friday at the 
Berger, 9 a.m. You’ve already got a jump on the annual 
New Year’s Eve exercise resolution. You are Ready. 

Meeting ID: 832 5893 6515. Passcode: 053432.

Nostalgic sweaters don OHI exercisers.

Oakmont Singles  
Social Club

nBailey Penzotti
Annual Holiday Party  

and White Elephant Exchange 
Happy Holidays!

WHEN: Friday, December 20, 6 p.m.
LOCATION: East Rec. Center

Grandma got runover by a 
Reindeer. (Photo by  

Bailey Penzotti)

How much fun is it to 
bring in the festive season 
by having a Holiday Mixer, 
live music by our very 
own member and classical 
pianist, Louise Bettner, and 
gift exchange? Maybe an 
impromptu sing-along? Wear 
your favorite ugly sweater or 
sparkly, festive holiday wear. 
Bring an appetizer or dessert 
to share, a wrapped gift for 
the gift exchange (under $20), 
your beverage of choice, and 
the spirit to enjoy a mix and 
mingle with fellow Singles members. 

Please RSVP via our website, oakmontsinglessocialclub.
org (let us know if you need help navigating the website) 
or without a computer, to Priscilla, proslyn49@aol.com.

Tis the season to be jolly, so come and enjoy a festive 
night with lots of fa la las and wonderful camaraderie!

Remember to wear your name badge to the East Rec. 

Do you live in Oakmont?  
Are you Single? 

If so, join our club to mix and mingle with other 
Singles. Oakmont Singles Club offers the opportunity 
to network with other singles who may have your 
same interests as you. For more information visit our 
website at www.oakmontsinglessocialclub.org. ❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆
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Water Fitness

nValerie Hulsey

Rain or shine, you are invited to join Mary’s Water 
Aerobic classes at the West pool for 50 minutes of 
exercise and fun.

Mary is teaching one class from 9:30–10:20 a.m. 
Monday through Thursday. There is a drop-in fee of 
$8 per class.

CLASSES ON FRIDAYS
Julie’s water exercise class continues at the West 

Pool every Friday at 10:10 a.m. There is a drop-in fee 
of $8 per class.

Or you can exercise to a recording for free on Friday 
at 8:50 a.m. (no instructor).

Strength and Balance Class
nValerie Hulsey

Mary’s Fitness Class
The last fall Balance and Strength class was on 

Friday, December 13. We will restart class after the 
holidays on Friday, Jan. 10 at 9:30 a.m. at the East Rec.

Wishing everyone happy holidays and a reminder 
to practice at least one thing we did in class every day!

Meditation
nJoanne Davey

Meditating Together 
Weekly Meditation Sessions at CAC

“To meet everything and everyone through stillness 
instead of mental noise is the greatest gift you can 
offer to the universe.”—Eckhart Tolle

Beginning and experienced meditators are 
welcome. We invite you to join one or both of our 
weekly drop-in meditation sessions which have been 
taking place for many years.

Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. in the CAC Building, Room 
B: This is a 35-min. meditation. This session frequently 
begins with a short 15-20-minute talk about various 
aspects of meditation.

Tuesdays at 4 p.m. in the CAC Building, Art Room: 
A 30-min. meditation. We approach meditation as a 
non-denominational practice.

If you have questions, please contact Trisha 
Mitchell, (650) 255-4026.

Oakmont Birders
nBarbara Kendrick

The Gift of More Birds
Want to give someone who enjoys birds—maybe 

yourself—a gift that will bring happiness every 
month of the year? Try the following suggestions—
guaranteed to bring more birds to your yard. 

Buy a suet cage and a 12-pack of C&S No-Melt 
Peanut Suet (or another flavor). 
Home Depot has a great price 
on these. Hang the cage from 
a tree limb or a free-standing 
shepherd’s hook pole such as 
you would use for a hanging 
basket. Suet attracts more birds 
than any other food. Even birds 
that prefer insects and have no 
interest in your seed feeder 
will happily come to suet. 

You may see Nuthatches, 
Chickadees, Woodpeckers, Sapsuckers, Flickers, Brown 
Creepers, Wrens, Yellow-rumped and Townsend’s 
Warblers, Kinglets, even the occasional Band-Tailed 
Pigeon. Suet feeders are easy to keep clean—just soak 
the cage for 15 minutes in sudsy water with a few 
drops of bleach after each suet cake is eaten. 

Full disclosure: Squirrels also like suet and will 
make ingenious attempts to reach your feeder. You 
may be able to deter them by adding baffles (sold 
at birding shops and online), but they’re tenacious. 
They don’t really eat that much, so sometimes it’s just 
better to share. 

Invest in a birdbath. You don’t need a large or 
fancy one—the smallest, plainest varieties are fine. 

White-breasted 
Nuthatch enjoying 

suet. (Photo by Anita 
Easland)

Red-breasted 
Sapsucker ready  
for the holidays. 

(Photo by Tom Grey) 

Shallow is important—no more 
than 1-1/2 inch deep is ideal. 
Birds come to bathe and drink, 
not swim! Change the water 
often and scrub the birdbath out 
occasionally. If you don’t want to 
bother with a formal birdbath, a 
large shallow bowl or dish put 
on the ground will work too. 

Happy holidays to everyone! 
Have questions about birds? 
Want a “Birds Seen in Oakmont” 
checklist? E-mail bkendrick@ 
jps.net.

Conservatives Club
nJane Gyorgy

Last Meeting of 2024
Our last meeting of 2024 was held on Tues., Nov. 26. 
Our first meeting of 2025 will be on January 28, from 

4 to 6 p.m. at the Berger Center, 6633 Oakmont Drive.
As of January, all regular meetings will be held in 

the Berger Center on the fourth Tuesday of every 
month, and always from 4–6 p.m. Given the hour, 
you are welcome to bring food and beverages to 
share. If you are interested in becoming a member 
or attending a meeting without becoming a member, 
email TheNewOakmontCC@gmail.com.

Our November speaker was Matt Heath, Chairman 
of the Sonoma County GOP. Mr. Heath reported that 
as of November 6, 2024, of the 57,064 Sonoma County 
registered Republicans, President Trump received 
63,252. No updates have been provided. However, 
the final count will be reported on December 13.

We will have our Conservatives Club Inaugural 
ball on Monday, January 20, 2025, from 6:30–9:30 p.m. 
(formal attire, although appropriate, is not required) at 
the West Rec. Center. This is a no-charge, BYOB and F 
(F for food) event. Members may RSVP to the invitation 
via our SignUpGenius account or send your and your 
guest(s) full names to TheNewOakmontCC@gmail.com.

We wish you a Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah 
and a Happy New Year!

Billiards Club
nBarb Marquardt

Zapparelli Dominates 12-Player  
8 Ball Pool Tournament

Patti Zapparelli, winner,  
on left and Steve Dieterle.

Twelve skilled competitors 
gathered at the Oakmont 
Billiards Club on Nov. 20 for 
an intense pool tournament 
that showcased high-level 
strategy and precision. The 
event featured a double-
elimination format ensuring 
every player had a fair shot 
at climbing to the top.

Patti Zapparelli emerged 
as the undisputed champion 
demonstrating consistent 
skill and composure. Her 
dominance was on full 
display during the final 
match, where she clinched the title.

Steve Dieterle fought his way to a commendable 
second place finish. Despite an early loss, Steve staged 
an impressive comeback. Though unable to dethrone 
Patti, Steve’s resilience and strategic play earned him 
well deserved recognition.

The tournament was a celebration of skill, 
sportsmanship and passion for the game.

Congratulations to all the players for a fun day!

Let’s Dance—Together
nTerry Whitten, Instructor

Learn to Dance  
Nightclub 2-Step in 2025

WHAT: Beginning Nightclub 2-Step 
partner dance classes
WHEN: Wednesdays, Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29 
and Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26 from 4–5:15 p.m.
WHERE: Lower West Rec.
COST: $10 pp for single class. $8 pp 
for two or more classes purchased at same time

Nightclub 2-Step (NC2S) is one of the most popular 
partner dances in Sonoma County and is danced to a 
large variety of slower ballad type music. Examples of 
songs that NC2S can be danced to are: “I Will Always 
Love You” by Whitney Houston, “Because You Loved 
Me” by Celine Dion, “All of Me” by John Legend, and 
“Let It Be” by The Beatles. No partners are required 
for the classes as we will rotate partners. However, 
rotation of partners will be optional. Also, any ladies 
that want to lead and any men that want to follow are 
very welcome.

Because of the popularity of this dance, it will be 
taught over the course of two months rather than just 
one month. The most basic beginning steps will be 
taught in January and we will continue with more 
intermediate steps in February. All classes will build 
on the material taught each week. No experience 
is needed for starting in January but the February 
classes will require knowing most of the material 
taught in January.

Join us for a fun way to get exercise and meet great 
people. A number of studies also indicate that partner 
dancing may actually increase mental acuity and 
reduce the possibility of cognitive decline. Some even 
say that dancing makes you smarter! It is definitely 
good for our muscles, balance, brains and spirit!

To register or for any questions, please contact me 
at twhitten@pacbell.net or call (415) 265-7590.

Slot-Car Club
nRay Wells

Slot-Car Racing Event in January
The next Oakmont Slot-Car Club Race Meeting is on 

Monday, January 13, 2–9 p.m. in the West Rec. Center.

Photo by Ray Wells.

The track will be medium difficulty with two lanes 
and a lap of around 10 seconds, several lane changers 
and our signature dual lane pit stop for refueling. Our 
first event ran a team race for one hour which was 
continually hectic. This time we will alternate every 
half hour between open practice and a team race for 
the second half of each hour. We hope to have 6 teams 
with driver changes at refueling stops. Even if you have 
not signed-up, you are guaranteed to get on a team to 
improve your driving skills and sense of humility.

Our objective is to have fun driving 1/32-scale 
model cars that are evenly matched and maybe tune 
them up with new tires, pick-up braids and oil. We 
run Carrera GTD cars but other makes can be digitally 
chipped if you want to bring your own. There are lots 
of YouTube videos of Carrera slot-cars but nothing 
beats actually racing.

This is a new club which needs 20 members to 
become sanctioned. Please contact me at Raywingit@
comcast.net to join the club.
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Hikers
nScott Finn

We welcome you to join us on a hike whether 
you are a member yet or not and the annual 
membership is only $15. Go to our website at www.
oakmonthikingclub.org to join the club, get hike 
details, club information, photos and more. For a 
complete description of each hike and to register, 
please keep checking our website for updates.

December 19: SHORT HIKE 
Sonoma Valley Regional Park/
Lake Suttonfield, Glen Ellen

Approximately three mostly flat miles on wide dirt 
trails, 150 feet elevation gain. Newcomers—OHC 
members or not—especially welcome.

Depart from Berger at 9 a.m. (check-in 8:50 a.m.). 
County pass or $7 day use fee. Check OHC website 
December 18 for any updates. Hike leader is Jan 
Preston, jypreston@paccos.com, (949) 433-7330.

December 19: LONG HIKE 
Jack London Park Summit

Jack London Park Vineyards.

Sky Lupine Trail, Taylor Ridge.

Hike through the vineyards and redwoods to the 
top of Sonoma Mountain. From the Jack London 
SHP upper parking lot, we will follow the Lake Trail, 
Lake Spur, Upper Lake Trail and Mountain Trail and 
Mountain Spur to the Park Summit. 

Around 8 miles with 1,600 feet of elevation gain. 
Bring layered clothing, water and lunch. Poles are 
useful due to some rocky sections and bring a Jack 
London SHP pass, if you have one. Hike leader is 
John Schwonke, (707) 292-7359.

December 26: LONG HIKE 
Taylor Mountain Summit  

and new open space trails

We will park at the Taylor Mountain North entrance 
on Kawana Springs. First we will take the Sky Lupine 
trail to the Taylor Mountain summit. Return on Sky 
Lupine to the Highlands connector leading to the new 
open space trails. We will climb the east knoll peak 
and make a loop on Colgan Highlands, Barn Fork 
and Upper Colgan Creek trails. Return on Highlands 
connector to Sky Lupine trail.

About 9.2 miles and 1910 ft. of elevation. A Regional 
Park Pass or $7 required. Bring water, lunch and poles 
as needed. Depart the Berger at 8:30 a.m. Hike leader 
is Frank Galli, (763) 360-9756.

Oakmont Ukesters
nRebecca Gilbert

Holiday Party
The Oakmont Ukesters invite our friends and 

neighbors to join us in an hour of holiday music—feel 
free to sing along if you like—then we’ll make merry 
and socialize. Refreshments will be served.
WHEN: Tuesday, December 17, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
WHERE: Upstairs at the West Recreation Center

All are welcome. We hope you can come!

Boomers’ Dinner for Eight
nDenise Bickert

Do you enjoy good food, wine, and meeting new 
friends? Boomer’s Dinner for Eight will be starting 
a new rotation in January, 2025. Dinner groups are 
made up of four couples and meet four times at a 
member’s home over six months. 

The host couple provide the main course, the others 
bring an appetizer, salad or dessert and a bottle of 
wine to share. Hosting rotates between the four 
couples. Each group sets their schedule and menus. 

Boomers Club membership is only $10 a year and 
you can sign up at oakmontboomers.org. 

If you would like more information, or are interested 
in joining Dinner for Eight please contact TinaMarie 
Romo at tinamarieromo3@gmail.com.

Tennis Club
nJack Breibart

The New Looks Like the Old
A few weeks ago, Novak Djokovic surprised 

everybody in the tennis world, or almost everybody, 
by announcing that his old rival, Andy Murray, 
would be joining his team as a coach, at least through 
the 2025 Australian Open.

But what was not a big surprise was the outcome 
of the Tennis Club’s annual meeting and election at 
the Berger Center before the Atmospheric River hung 
over Oakmont for a while.

As expected, all the board, with one exception, was 
approved for another term. I haven’t read the bylaws 
of the club—and probably won’t—but I would 
assume there is nothing in there about term limits. 
And that’s a good thing.

The one exception to the board’s roster is at treasurer 
where Dave Coar is retiring and Ed Loaiza was voted 
in. Otherwise, the status held at quo: John Hughson, 
president; Frank Passaglia, vice president; and Judy 
Passaglia, secretary.

Holding on to their chairs are Maureen Pennal, 
social; Rex Fuller, membership; and Arnie Herskovic, 
maintenance.

The New/Old Board: Rex, Judy, Ed, Frank, Arnie,  
John, Maureen and Dave. 

There were other matters on the agenda of the 
meeting, which was attended by 15 members of the 
club, plus the board.

The good news from the meeting was that the 
club has a commitment from Oakmont leadership to 
repair the cracks on both the East and West Courts, 
hopefully in the spring of next year. The club is also 
looking to get repairs to the nets on the courts and 
will explore the possibility of adding a shed for added 
storage on the East Courts.

Planning is also underway for the annual Dinner-
Dance Social on January 9. So, dust off those dancing 
shoes which have been in your closet for a year. And 
watch your emails for details.

In closing, a tip of the hat to Peter Hogan and Arnie 
for their stellar work in squeegeeing the East Courts 
into playing condition on post-rainy days.

Playreaders
nD. Hall

Celebrating the Holidays  
with a new Dickens

Not to let December slide by without a play, Oakmont 
Playreaders presented a new Christmas play by Julio 
Martinez on December 9. Keeping Christmas Well 
artfully combines events in Charles Dickens’ life with 
scenes from his A Christmas Carol. Produced by John 
Dolan, the cast featured Dolan, Jim Preston, Margaret 
Applegate, D. Hall, Steven Levin, Peter Krohn, Blanche 
Kaiser, Wes Doerr, Star Power, and Marcel Coder. 

Playreaders will be on hiatus until January 2025, 
when Sylvia, the talking dog, returns to Oakmont.

Join us the first two Mondays of every month at 2 p.m. 
in Room B of the Central Activities Center.

The cast of recent Summer End, by Eric Chappell: Jonathan 
Hayden, Ginny Smith, Marcel Coder, Sarah Shankman and 

Osha Hayden. (Photo by John Dolan)

        Pickleball Corner
nPeter Copen

Pickleball? Tennis?
When Novak Djokovic warned earlier this year that 

tennis clubs might soon be converted into pickleball 
courts, it sounded like an overstatement—until you 
take a closer look at the numbers. Pickleball, once 
dismissed as a backyard pastime, has erupted into a 
nationwide phenomenon, leaving tennis scrambling to 
keep up. In America alone, the sport’s growth is nothing 
short of staggering, with participation skyrocketing by 
over 200% in just three years. Now, a jaw-dropping 
$855 million investment is being projected to tackle the 
sport’s surging demand, cementing its position as a 
game-changer in the world of recreational sports.

This isn’t just about courts and paddles; it’s a 
cultural shift. Pickleball has broken barriers that 
traditional sports struggled to 
touch, attracting everyone from 
Gen Z to retirees. Its appeal? 
Accessibility, affordability, and a 
pace that invites inclusivity. 

Even Serena Williams, arguably 
the greatest tennis player of all 
time, has hinted that pickleball 
might be her next chapter. 
And she’s not alone—Venus 
Williams shares her enthusiasm, 
celebrating the sport as a way to 
promote movement and wellness.

With $855 million poised to fund 
the construction of 24,500 new courts across the U.S., 
the future of pickleball looks brighter than ever. This 
unprecedented investment isn’t just about meeting 
demand; it’s about shaping the next era of sports in 
America. Could this be the moment when pickleball 
steps out of tennis’ shadow and claims its own 
spotlight? One thing is clear: the game is no longer just 
for weekend warriors—it’s a full-fledged movement.

New Player Orientation: 9 a.m. Tuesday mornings. 
Arrangements can be made by contacting Victoria 
Dettman at (707) 230-2958. Call Jim Howard at (209) 
761-8517 for demo loaner. Mentoring, contact Barbara 
Ricossa at ricossa@ymail.com. 

Visit our website: https://oakmontpickleballclub.com.

Graphic by  
Peter Copen.
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MAIL TO: CJM Productions, 2105 Longhorn Circle, Santa Rosa, CA 95401  •  Tel (707) 206-1957 •  cjmprod567@gmail.com

Oakmont News Classified Rates
•	 Classified ads of 150 spaces or less, (payment to 	  
	 accompany this form) $25 per insert
•	 Pre-paid standing ads of 150 spaces or less, for  a 
	 period of 3 months (6 issues) $120
•	 Pre-paid standing ads of 150 spaces or less, for a 
	 period of 6 months (12 issues) $216
•	 Pre-paid standing ads of 150 spaces or less, for a 
	 period of 1 year (24 issues) $384

A space is a letter (including those in the heading),  
punctuation mark, and a space between the words  
in the ad. Additional $4 for the next 40 or less spaces. 
Whenever applicable, CA state license or certification 
number must be included.

DEADLINE: 10 days prior to publication.

Classified Order Form
NAME______________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________
CITY, ZIP____________________________________________
$__________  Check, Money Order or Cash
HEADLINE____________________________________________
_________________________________________________
BODY TEXT___________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Oakmont News
…is owned by the Oakmont Village Association which, through 
its board, sets editorial policy.
	 The OVA has contracted with CJM Productions to handle  
typesetting, layout, printing and free distribution of the Oakmont News, 
the latter by U.S. mail, to each home via 3rd class mail.
	C JM Productions also handles advertising for the Oakmont News.
	C JM Productions and the Oakmont Village Association assume 
no responsibility for the content of any ads that appear in the  
Oakmont News nor do we endorse or recommend any product or 
service advertised herein.
	 CA law requires all CA licensed contractors to list their license 
number in their service advertisements. CA law also requires  
contractors performing work totaling $500+ (incl. materials & labor) 
must be licensed by the Contractor State License Board (CSLB) to work 
in California. For information contact the  
Contractor’s State License Board at www.cslb.ca.gov.

HANDYMAN/CARPENTER
Easy to work with, reliable. Reasonable 
pricing. Oakmont/Sonoma references. 
32 yrs. experience. Remodels, electrical, 
plumbing. Hardwood floors. Free 
estimate. Ernesto, (707) 974-0359.

DOORS AND WINDOWS
Consultive sales and installation. Local 
suppliers. Father and son team, 30 years 
of experience. Lic. #527924. www.
doorbeautiful.com. Call (707) 539-3196.

PAINTER/HANDYMAN
Interior/Exterior. 30 yrs. experience. 
Single rooms or full interiors. Friendly and 
honest. Morse Painting, Lic. #656306. Call 
Dan, (707) 799-5823.

FOR ALL YOUR PAINTING NEEDS
Quality affordable work at reasonable 
rates. Interior painting including rooms, 
cabinets, railings, decks, fencing. Pressure 
washing and more. Call Michelle,  
(707) 378-3600.

GARDEN TRIMMING 
An emphasis upon a natural look, since 
2007, and home projects as well. Small 
jobs OK. Richard, 833-1806. I’m an 
Oakmont resident.

GUITAR LESSONS
Cut to the chase guitar lessons by the 
2024 California Music Hall of Fame 
recipient Al Ferguson. No reading music 
or theory. Just pick up the guitar and play 
taught. Oakmont resident. Al Ferguson, 
(909) 583 1342. 

OAKMONT’S PAINTING SERVICES
29 years in Oakmont. Many Oakmont 
references. Great work at fair prices. 
License #1108640. Bonded and 
Insured. (707) 528-8222 or email 
OakmontsPainting@gmail.com.

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Carpentry, drywall, electrical, plumbing, 
installation and assembly. Other 
imaginative jobs welcome! Fair hourly 
rate. www.thehandylance.com.  
(707) 881-7292.

ONE WAY PLUMBING, INC.
Dependable experts serving you and your 
neighbors with excellence and integrity 
for over 20 years. Licensed, bonded and 
insured. Senior discounts available. CA 
Lic. #854537. Find us on the web at www.
onewayplumb.net or call us at 537-1308
 for all your plumbing needs.

CLASSIFIEDS
TONY’S GARDENING SERVICES
General landscape, mowing, yard 
maintenance (free fertilizer included, so 
your grass and plants can be greener than 
every), high weed clearance. Clean-up, 
hauling, trimming, pruning and gutters. 
Free estimates. Ref. available. Tony 
Sandoval, (707) 321-2958.

YOUR PERSONAL CAREGIVER  
AND ADVOCATE
Qualified to care for all your needs. 
Available 24/7 or hourly. 20+ yrs. 
experience providing honest, reliable, 
dedicated, competent, compassionate 
care, with a sense of humor. Native 
CA, clear background check with 
fingerprinting. Specialize in Dementia. 
Starla, (925) 698-6312. Many references 
and website available. Not an agency.

CUSTOM WORKS CONTRACTING
Licensed, Bonded, Insured Contractor, Lic. 
#833926 (check lic. # on CLSB website). 
USMC Veteran-operated and owned. Here 
to help out the Oakmont community in 
all trades for repairs and maintenance, 
door/windows replacements, kitchen and 
bathroom remodels, decks, fences, and 
much more. Please call Jamie Flatt for free 
estimates on projects. (707) 721-4002.

HAIRSTYLIST
Personal In-Home Full Service. Exclusive 
for Oakmont members: travel fee waived. 
See reviews at Hairbysofia.com. Call or 
text, (415) 370-3126. I will come to you at 
your convenience!

HAVING TROUBLE GETTING  
YOUR GARBAGE TO THE CURB  
FOR PICK-UP?
I can come to your home to put your 
trash receptacle to the curb Wednesday 
afternoon, and bring it back on Thursday 
afternoon. Call Dan Lennox,  
(707) 889-0205.

RESIDENTIAL POWER WASHING 
AND WINDOW CLEANING
Servico Window Cleaning Co. Free 
estimates. Call today, (707) 249-3343.

COMPUTER OOPS?
Oakmont Onsite Personal Computer 
Services. 11+ years helping Oakmonters. 
Call Chuck for all things computer and 
tutoring. Reference available. Over 350 
satisfied Oakmont customers. $60/hr., 
one hour minimum. (707) 293-8011.

GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
Locally owned and operated Dependable 
Doors offers full servicing, repair, and 
replacement of garage doors and motors. 
Call Casey at (707) 775-8009 for all of 
your garage door needs. Lic. #1016951.

GARDENING
A natural look since 2007 and without the 
dreaded roar of a leaf blower machine. 
Small jobs OK. Richard. Oakmont resident. 
833-1806.

REPAIRS PILING UP? CALL RAY
No job too big or too small. Heating, 
water heaters, plumbing, electrical, 
drywall, patching, painting, appliance 
repairs, honey do’s, etc. Quality and 
affordable. Ray, (707) 280-2699.

MARTHA L PROFESSIONAL  
HOUSE CLEANING
Home, office, move-outs. Window, bed 
linens and much more. 19+ years of 
experience. References upon request. 
548-9482 or marthal1041@att.net.

CARPET, UPHOLSTERY  
AND TILE CLEANING
Gavin Anderson, local Sonoma resident. 
20+ years experience. Senior pricing. Free 
estimates. Call 935-6334.

HANDYMAN RESIDENT
Ask for Ricky, a personable “Jack of all 
Trades” with great attention to detail.  
I meet your quality goals and prioritize 
Oakmont residents. Let’s discuss the work 
and its cost. (408) 838-5618.

TREE TRIMMING
Pruning, trimming, hedges, mowing. Fruit 
trees, stump grinding. Pressure washing. 
Over 20 yrs. of experience. Free estimates. 
Now accept credit cards. Visit website: 
ajyardservice.com. Call Alex,  
(707) 322-1646. Lic. #06530716.

THE VINE LANDSCAPING
Professional fruit tree and rose pruning, 
ornamentals. All aspects of general 
landscaping.  One time or monthly 
service. Older experienced gardener. Call  
(707) 252-3138 or (707) 338-1807.

PET MAN DAN
I am an established dog walker in 
Oakmont. I walk one dog at a time, unless 
you have more. Available for a dog walk 
in the mornings. Licensed and insured. 
References available. Call or text Dan 
Lennox, (707) 889-0205.

CHRISTO TRANSPORTATION
Based in Oakmont, available for 
airport transport at competitive prices. 
Commercially insured with TCP 32055. 
Call Chris, (707) 205-8109.

ERIC WILSON,  
REMODELING SPECIALISTS
Kitchens, baths, rehabs, decks, patios, 
roofing, plumbing, electrical, insulation. 
Fire and water damage repair. Quality 
service, reasonable rates. Proudly serving 
locally for over 30 years. Free estimates. 
Lic. #669482. Visit our website: www.
specialtyimprovementsunlimited.com. 
Call today, (707) 328-3555.

AIR CONDITIONING REPAIR
Cooler weather is on its way! Heating, 
Cooling, service and repair. Serving 
Sonoma Valley. Call Vince Parish at 
Ridgeback Mechanical, (707) 666-5056.

YARD WORK
Mowing, hedge trimming, pruning, 
planting, weeding, raking and dump runs. 
Reasonable rates. Call Erick, 
 (707) 537-5459.

PET CARE SERVICES
Senior discounts. Reasonable rates. Kitty 
nail trim house calls, pet sitting and 
walks, rides to vets in Sonoma County. 
Local references. 20+ yrs experience. 
elainesteele60@yahoo.com, call/text: 
(510) 967-9660.

DANA’S CLEANING
Light housework to deep clean sweeping, 
mopping, vacuuming, dusting, dishes, 
meal prep, laundry, windows inside 
home plus garage organization. Available 
weekends! Mother-Daughter team! $60 
an hour. Weekly/Biweekly/Monthly, 
2-hour minimum. 25 years’ experience, 
licensed. Call or text (707) 408-2844 for 
an appointment. 

GOLF CART SALE
2021 EZGO RXV ELITE 2.0. Purchased 6 
months ago for $6200. A quick sale is now 
necessary and the price is only $3900. Call 
Gordon, (707) 539-5962.

VALLEY OF THE MOON PLUMBING
We are a local plumbing company that 
can take care of all your plumbing needs 
from service and repair, to remodels and 
additions. Call today to schedule a free 
estimate. (707) 800-2043.

BAYSIDE REMODELING  
AND CONSTRUCTION
Oakmont specialist—since 1986, general 
contractor John J. Coyle. Free design 
and consultations. Bathrooms, kitchens, 
roofing, additions. We do it all. Licensed, 
insured, bonded. Local references.  
(415) 879-1634.

BODEN PLUMBING,  
HEATING AND AIR
For all your plumbing and heating 
needs. Local plumbers in business since 
the late 20th century, licensed, bonded 
and insured. Same day service is often 
available. Money-saving coupons!  
CA Lic. #659920. Please call  
(707) 996-8683 or go to  
www.BodenPlumbing.com.

BABE’S TRANSPORT
A personal transportation service for 
airports, cruises and vacations, doctor 
visits, shopping and so much more. Flat 
fee per trip. Larger vehicles on request. 
All drivers Covid vaccinated. Commercially 
licensed and insured. TCP #40474. Call 
Babe’s for reservations at (707) 545-2850.

SONOMA VALLEY LEGAL SERVICES
Providing legal services for Estate 
Planning, including preparation or 
amendment of wills, trust, healthcare 
directives and powers of attorney, Family 
Law Mediation and other non-litigation 
family law services. Call for a free 
30-minute consultation. Attorney Bailey 
Penzotti, (707) 203-2247.

GALUS PAINTING
Interior/exterior professional painting. 
Small jobs OK. Call Leo at (707) 579-2680.

WANTED: GARAGE SPACE
Looking for a clean, safe, garage space to 
rent for winter storage of a 1966 Classic 
Lincoln Continental. If you have available 
garage space, please contact me at: 
Michael Webb, (707) 833-2167 (home), 
(707) 483-0083 (Cell). Email: michael@
ireko.com.

JOSH BEGIN  
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
For all your electrical needs, including 
rewiring, troubleshooting, generators, 
panel upgrade, lighting, EV chargers, 
security/landscape lighting. Available 
24/7. Lic. #461220. Free estimates.  
Call (707) 690-2541.  
Visit www.begintobuild.com.
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Need a ride? give a ride!
oakmont volunteer helpers

We provide the following services to Oakmont Residents:
n Transportation to medical/dental appointments, including  

pet appointments in Santa Rosa only
nMeals on Wheels  525-0383

If you would like to be a volunteer,  please call 539-8996.  Donations  
to Oakmont Volunteer Helpers are appreciated and tax deductible.  

Mail your check payable to Oakmont Volunteer Helpers,  
6637 Oakmont Dr., Ste. A, Santa Rosa, CA 95409.  Thank you.

Mon.–Fri. medical rides before 9 AM or after 4 PM are subject to limited 
volunteer driver availability. No service on weekends or holidays.  
Please call at least three full working days prior to appointment.  

We regret that we are unable to provide either wheelchair  
or emergency service. 

Coordinator
Rides to Medical Appointments 

December 1–15
Marianne Neufeld  707-953-5302

December 16–31
Bev Leve  707-539-2802

How to Contact  
Your Local Officials

 
County Supervisor Susan Gorin, District 1

Phone (707) 565-2241
Address: 575 Administration Drive, Rm. 100A, Santa Rosa 95403

Email: Susan.Gorin@sonoma-county,org 
City Councilwoman Dianna MacDonald, District 3

Email: dmacdonald@srcity.org
Address: City Hall, 100 Santa Rosa Ave., Rm.10, Santa Rosa 95404

2024–2025  
OVA board of Directors

E-mail: askova@oakmontvillage.com
Heidi Klyn, President

heidi.klyn@oakmontvillage.com
David Dearden, Vice President

david.dearden@oakmontvillage.com
Steve Spillman, Secretary

steve.spillman@oakmontvillage.com
Jerry Gladstone, Director

jerry.gladstone@oakmontvillage.com
Matt Oliver, Director

matt.oliver@oakmontvillage.com
Mark Randol, Director

mark.randol@oakmontvillage.com
Olga Ydrogo, Director

olga.ydrogo@oakmontvillage.com
Tom Kendrick, Treasurer

(Non-voting officer)
tom.kendrick@oakmontvillage.com

GENERAL MANAGER 
Christel Antone

christel@oakmontvillage.com

POOLS & JACUZZIS 
Access to OVA pools is by magnetic card. Call OVA Office, 539-1611  

if you need a permanent new member pool access card or to  
register for a temporary guest pool access card.

West: 7 AM–9 PM 
	 (Closes 7 PM Wednesdays for cleaning) 

East: 6:30 AM–9 PM 
	 (Closes 7 PM Mondays for cleaning) 

Central: 5:45 AM–9 PM
	 (Closes 7 PM Tuesdays for cleaning) 

JACUZZI HOURS: Same as facility. No one under 18 years in West  
and East pools and Jacuzzis.  

CENTRAL POOL HOURS FOR PEOPLE UNDER 18:  
Labor Day–Memorial Day: 11 AM–2 PM daily

Memorial Day–Labor Day: 12–4 PM daily
Children must be accompanied by an OVA member/resident or adult 

with a valid guest pool access card. NO LIFEGUARD ON DUTY  
AT ANY OVA POOL. ALL FACILITIES CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY.  

Oakmont Vets Club 
nPaul Gowins

Swing in 2025,  
and send vets on an Honor Flight!

For months we have been promoting North Bay 
Honor Flights in nearly every publication we have 
issued. But we have also recently been previewing 
our club’s plans to send some of Oakmont’s own 
deserving vets on the premiere Honor Flights next 
year. Well, fasten your seat belts ladies and gentlemen 
because we are now taxiing into position to fly that 
plan! 

Silver Guys       of Oakmont 
nD. Hall

Another potluck—this time, lunch
Silver Guys of Oakmont will stage a luncheon 

potluck for its members and residents only on 
Monday, December 16. It’s at the East Rec. Center 
from 12 noon–2 p.m. As usual, bring food and 
beverage to share. 

Silver Guys of Oakmont provides an opportunity 
for Oakmont gay men and their friends to enjoy non-
political, social, and education activities. All men in 
Oakmont are invited to attend.

Current Events
nTina Lewis

This is a very important time to discuss current events! 
Please join us every Friday from 1–2:30 p.m. at the East 
Rec. to hear all sides of issues from local to international. 
Come in person if you can, on Zoom if you can’t. 

Following the meeting join us at OAK for Happy 
Hour. This has become very popular, giving everyone a 
chance to socialize, unwind, and have something to eat 
and drink.

If you want to be put on the mailing list, including 
Zoom, email tinalewis31@comcast.net or call (707) 
758-9739.Death and Taxes Swing Band.

We are announcing our club’s first big fundraiser 
event held at the Berger Center on January 4, opening 
with a festive social mixer (BYOB, and an appetizer 
dish) starting at 5:30 p.m. Then there will be a concert 
and dance at 7 p.m. featuring a 40’s and 50’s Swing 
Band called “Death and Taxes,” which we know are 
the only things in life inevitable for us all.

Tickets will be $25 in advance, and $27 at the door. 
You can leave us a check at the OVA office to go 
into our club file or, know that our “Donations and 
Transactions” page at oakmontvetsclub.org will soon 
be taking your ticket orders right on our site for your 
convenience. Of course, we will be happy to sell you a 
ticket at the door if there are any left by then. 

If you’re curious about the band go to the “Events 
and Calendar” page on our website where you will 
find a YouTube link to a band performance. We hope 
to see you all there swinging in the new year while 
we put Oakmont Vets on the map!

Check our site for new club announcements which 
we will pass on as we finalize our plans. Don’t miss 
the Vets Club tree displayed at the OVA “Winter 
Wonderland on the Plaza.” We had a fabulous 2024. 
We expect an even better year in 2025!

Just For Fun Games Club
nPhillip Herzog

We Play Games And It’s So Fun 
New Year’s Resolution

Are you looking for a New Year’s Resolution that you 
can succeed with? Resolve to take a break from life now 
and then and play games! Resolve to make new friends. 
Resolve to learn new games. Well, for that matter, don’t 
resolve anything and come join us anyway!

This year we will again be having our annual NYE 
Party. It will be at CAC Room B. It will begin with a 
social potluck at 6 p.m. followed by games, and at 9 
p.m. we will welcome in the new year. Please plan 
to bring an appetizer, salad, main dish, or dessert to 
share. Bring your own beverage, plates and service; 
or paper and plastic will be available.

To RSVP or for questions, send an email to: 
terrylynparker@gmail.com.

ABOUT THE JUST FOR FUN  
GAMES CLUB

The Just for Fun Games Club is a great place to 
make friends and play all sorts of old and new games 
including board games, card games, tile games and 
dice games. We meet every Saturday at 1 p.m. in 
the Card and Game Room in the CAC. However, 
sometimes we also play online, to do so we use Zoom 
for communication and the website Board Game 
Arena for the games. Please call or email ahead to 
confirm the schedule. 

There are multiple games being played at the same 
time, so you will always be able to choose what game 
you want to play. It’s never too serious—because we 
play games Just for Fun!

The club has a good selection of games on hand and 
players often bring new and different games as well. 
Everyone is welcome to come and have a good time 
at the Just for Fun Games Club. For more information 
contact me at Just4FunGamesClub@earthlink.net or 
(707) 843-3053.

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆

Official News Sources  
for Oakmont

nNews Staff

A lot is happening in Oakmont! To keep up to date 
with all things in our community, be sure to follow the 
official news and information sources for Oakmont 
Village Association. This would be this Oakmont News 
newspaper, our website at oakmontvillage.com, and 
our e-blasts, including our weekly Inside Oakmont 
email newsletter.

To sign up for our email newsletter and other 
e-blasts, follow the instructions at oakmontvillage.
com/eblasts.



Family is  
at the heart of  

everything we do!

1225 Sonoma Avenue 
Santa Rosa

707-525-3730
www.danielschapeloftheroses.com

FD #209/CR #92

Wes, Carol and Will Daniels  
with Patricia Daniels,  

Oakmont Resident  
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Family owned since 1875
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General & Implant Dentistry
Tony Sanchez, DDS

OAKMONT
DENTAL

707-539-0336
6594 Stone Bridge Road, Santa Rosa 95409 

oakmontdentist.com • info@oakmontdentist.com

Canine Club
nRandi Hulce

Happy Holidays  
to Oakmont Dog Lovers! 

December Doggy Days
Check out the Canine 

Club Tree at Berger Plaza 
Winter Wonderland 
on Friday, December 
20. A community 
celebration begins at 4 
p.m., featuring holiday 
cookies, hot cocoa, and 
caroling.

Early Bird Benefit
All current members may take advantage of your 

“Early Bird” renewal benefit by renewing 2025 
membership in December. Cost $10 individual and 

$16 household. After 
December 31 dues are 
$12 and $20. Make check 
payable to Oakmont 
Canine Club and drop it 
in the club folder at OVA 
office by December 31.

New members always welcome. New Member 
Application form is also available in the Canine Club 
folder. If you are not a current member, please enclose 
that form with your $12 or $20 check.

December Yappy Hour Dog Walks
• Linda’s Yappy Hour Walk: Meet 10 a.m. Monday, 

Dec. 16, Corner of Oakmont Dr./Greenfield Cir.
• Pj’s Yappy Hour Walk: Meet 10 a.m. Friday, Dec. 

27, West Rec. Parking Lot (near Horseshoe Pits).
These dog walks are casual, self-paced, and about 

1–2 miles. Open to all Oakmont residents and all dog 
breeds and sizes. Wear comfortable shoes and bring 
water for yourself and your pup.

At the Dog Park
• Bring your balls and frisbees to Big Dog Play 

Date: Saturday, Dec. 14, 10 a.m. to noon. Open to all 
dogs weighing 35lbs+, any breed.

• The park is reserved 3–4 p.m., every Sunday and 
Wednesday, for dogs less than 25lbs. Thanks to all for 
respecting safety concerns of small dog owners by 
observing these hourly windows each week.

• Reminders: Please do not bring dog treats, food, 
or drink of any kind (except water) into the Dog Park. 
Also, watch your dog; be ready to use waste bags and 
receptacles located throughout the park.

Happy Tails Dog Park, located at 6302 Stonebridge 
Rd., behind the Community Garden, Open sunrise to 
sunset and available to all Oakmont residents.

 nMary Ellen King

Need Care for Kitty  
While You Are Away?

Join the Oakmont Cat Care Coop and share the care! 
For Oakmont residents only. Active participation for 
over 15 years.

For information and to get on the list contact me at 
(707) 849-1581.

Oakmont Cat Care Coop 
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IS YOUR FURNACE
READY FOR WINTER?

CALL 707-633-3574
SameDayNorthBay.com

$29FURNACE
TUNE-UP

Standard service. Parts extra. Limited time new customer offer. Expires 12/31/24.

Always Free Estimates & Second Opinions!

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

LIC#1113715

707•539•3200

CalDRE# 01523620

Denise Martin 
707-481-2794 

CalDRE# 02132458

Shireen Ramsier 
707-494-8984 

CalDRE# 02145716

Carol Castetter 
858-442-0200 

CalDRE# 00974403

Jolene Cortright
Broker/Owner, 707-477-6529

CalDRE# 01469046

Tierney Muscatell
707-326-1355

CalDRE# 02092107

 Paula Lewis
707-332-0433
CalDRE# 01716489

Randy Ruark
707-322-2482

CalDRE# 00337150

Mike & Leila O’Callaghan
707-888-6583

CalDRE# 00788134 & 00544689

7310 Oakmont Drive $1,175,000 712 Coney Court

6155 Orchard Place $829,000

C21 Epic Valley of the Moon
Locally Owned—Internationally Known

6580 Oakmont Drive  
Santa Rosa 95409 

www.c21valleyofthemoon.com  

8812 Oakmont Drive

5674 Carriage Lane $899,000 9221 Oak Trail Circle $998,000

in escrow in escrow

C21 Epic Valley of the Moon
Locally Owned—Internationally Known

We Wish You  
a Very Merry Christmas  

and Happy New Year


