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Nonfunctional Turf Irrigation Ban



AB 1572: Purpose

• California faces persistent drought and climate change impacts 
on water supplies.

• Potable water use for nonfunctional turf is considered wasteful 
and unsustainable.
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AB 1572 Requirements

• Prohibits irrigating nonfunctional turf (NFT) on commercial, 
industrial, institutional (CII) properties, and HOA common 
areas.

• HOAs must stop irrigating NFT no later than January 1, 2029.

• HOAs with >5,000 sq. ft. of irrigated area must certify 
compliance to the State beginning in 2031.
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Enforcement

• By January 1, 2027, the City of Santa Rosa will update city 
code to address AB 1572 compliance.

• Enforcement methods are yet to be determined. May include 
notices with directives or other penalties. 

• The State Water Resources Control Board may also take 
enforcement action if needed - up to $1,000 per day. 
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What is Turf?

• Ground cover of mowed grass that is maintained in a green 

condition. 

Examples

• Cool-season grasses: Kentucky bluegrass and tall fescue 

• Warm-season grasses: bermudagrass. 

Note: Artificial turf is not included in this definition and is not subject to AB 

1572 requirements. 
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What is Nonfunctional Turf?

• Nonfunctional turf refers to an irrigated lawn that is purely 

decorative and not regularly used for recreation or public/ 

community gatherings.

“If the only time you walk on the turf is to mow it, 

it is considered nonfunctional.”
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Nonfunctional Turf Indicators

Does the landscape have any of the following?

If “Yes” then it’s likely Nonfunctional and subject to AB 1572.
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What is NFT?
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Taking an NFT Inventory

Step 1: 

• Obtain landscape design & irrigation as-builts

Step 2:

• Visual inspections

• Compare areas to the HOA NFT Guide 
available at: www.NonFunctionalTurfCA.org

Step 3: 

• Apply measuring tools
• Field measurements

• Online aerial imagery measuring tool: 
https://nonfunctionalturfca.org/agency/
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AB 1572
How Are HOAs Impacted?



Single Family Residential Front Lawns

• General consensus amongst CA water suppliers is front lawns 
are not the target of AB 1572.

• However, the State regulatory authority, State Water Resources 
Control Board, must be the entity to provide clarification to 
HOAs.

12



Common Areas

• AB 1572 prohibits irrigation of NFT within HOA common areas 
that are not utilized for recreation or community gathering 
purposes.

• This includes lawn in parkway strips, around signage, around 
buildings, along slopes with >25% grade.
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Trees

• NFT around trees is still NFT.

• However, irrigation can continue to preserve the health of trees 
and other perennial plantings.

• This is water applied to the tree’s root zone.

• Best Practice: New trees should be placed on their own 
irrigation valve separate from lawn.
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AB 1572
How Can the City Support 

Compliance?



Outdoor Rebates

Rebate: $1/sq. ft. lawn removed

Residential: $1,000 lifetime cap

Commercial: $10,000 annually

watersmart@srcity.org

(707) 543-3985

www.srcity.org/watersmart
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Outdoor Rebates

*Cannot be combined with Cash for 
Grass for same project

Residential: $300 lifetime cap

Commercial: $1,000 lifetime cap/meter

watersmart@srcity.org

(707) 543-3985

www.srcity.org/watersmart
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www.NonFunctionalTurfCA.org
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https://calwep.org/event/less-lawn-more-solutions/
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AB 1572
Listening Session Q&A
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